A Cloud of Witnesses
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January, 2005
When Thou, O Lord wast baptized in the Jordan, worship of the Trinity was made manifest; for the voice of the Father bore witness to Thee, calling Thee His beloved Son, & the Spirit in the likeness of a dove, confirmed the truth of His word. O Christ our God, Who hath appeared & enlightened the world, glory to Thee.
All Saints Orthodox Church

Salina, Kansas
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All Saints Orthodox Church

2818 Scanlan Avenue, Salina, KS  67401

Church: 823-3735   Home: 309-0858 

E-mail: allsaints95@sbcglobal.net
Right Rev’d. Fr. Daniel S. Griffith, pastor
(E-mail: frdaniel@cox.net)
Very Rev’d. Fr. Thomas Neustrom, (823-2410)
++++++++++++
The East-Wall
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We have often heard it said that an Orthodox icon, unlike a work of art based upon a religious theme, is a formal proclamation of the Orthodox Faith, in fact, a homily proclaimed in line & color. Since its goal is to proclaim the Church’s faith accurately, it cannot be executed according to the artist’s whim, but must conform to strict & universally accepted rules & standards.
These standards apply whether the icon be intended for use in Church or in a shrine in the home, whether it be a small panel icon or a large mosaic or fresco adorning an entire wall. Further a traditionally designed & appointed church-temple is a single vast canvas, whereon the iconographer, using a scheme accepted by all Orthodox Christians throughout the whole of the last millennium, carefully places his individual creations. The whole complex of icons, frescoes & mosaics are intended not to delight to eye alone, but to in-gather the assembled worshippers, to assist them to realize that they are integral participants in the grand Mystery of God’s saving dispensation (“Now to Him who has the power to establish you according to my Gospel & the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the Mystery which was kept secret since the world began but now is made manifest…” Romans 16:25-26). While individual feast icons (Nativity, Baptism of the Lord, Resurrection, etc.) reveal particular aspects of our Savior’s redeeming love & individual icons of saints raise our minds to their holy deeds & words & our heart cries out to the one(s) depicted, fervently beseeching his, hers, their intercessions for us, the overall iconographic scheme of the church-temple introduces us into the very courts of heaven; for, indeed, it is the spirit of the heavenly worship is described in the book of Revelation which pervades Orthodox worship.
Our own church-temple, like so many other Orthodox churches in the diaspora, was not originally designed for Orthodox worship. In adapting it to our needs, we have adorned its walls with the icons of feasts & of the saints; & our beautiful templon (iconostasis) draws us toward the interior of the Holy of Holies & the Holy Table, God’s throne, in its midst.
In a traditionally appointed temple, crowned with its round dome, the figure of Christ fills the interior of the dome. This particular icon is not intended to depict Him as He appeared when He dwelt in this fallen world, but as He is now, the Risen & Glorious Lord, the Pantocrator (Almighty), Him Who when St. John the Theologian was in the Spirit he beheld & heard say, "I AM ALPHA & OMEGA, the BEGINNING & the ENDING," saith the Lord, Who is & Who was & Who is to come, the Almighty. (Revelation 1:8). In the heavens Christ the Almighty, surrounded by hosts of holy angels, apostles, prophets, presides & oversees all; thus in the traditional scheme it is His icon which stands at the center of the whole iconographic vision.
In a traditional arrangement, the drum of the dome is filled with iconic depictions of the holy prophets.

As illustrated in the above icon, the conch of the apse is graced by an icon of the platetera, the all-holy Theotokos & Ever-Virgin Mary who was broader than the heavens & the heavens of heavens; for they could not contain the eternal Son & Word of the Father, yet she contained Him within her pure womb for 9 months, & from the substance of that pure womb, He clothed Himself in our humanity. This eloquent testimony to Christ’s incarnation fittingly holds this honored place. This icon is also an icon of our Holy Mother the Church, the pure & spotless Bride of Christ, standing with her arms spread out in the ancient Christian gesture of prayer.
Another icon which, in most iconographic schemes, is found in the apse, directly behind the Holy Table, is, in the above icon, concealed by the Templon, being visible to worshippers only when the Beautiful Gates are opened, is that of our Lord as the Great High Priest presiding at the Eucharistic celebration.

Because of the space available to us, we have chosen to combine overall traditional scheme in one moving vision to grace covering the eastern wall.
At the summit of the composition, we have Christ, the Almighty (which traditionally adorns the interior of the central dome). Fortunately our space has given us the opportunity to depict Christ in all His heavenly glory in the spirit of the 4th chapter of Revelation:
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After this I looked, & behold, a door was opened in heaven; & the first voice which I heard was, as it were, of a trumpet talking with me, which said, "Come up hither, & I will show thee things which must be hereafter." & immediately I was in the Spirit; & behold, a throne was set in Heaven, & One sat on the throne. & He that sat thereon was to look upon like a jasper & a sardius stone; & there was a rainbow round about the throne, in appearance like unto an emerald. & round about the throne were four & twenty seats; & upon the seats I saw four & twenty elders sitting, clothed in white raiment, & they had on their heads crowns of gold. & out of the throne proceeded lightnings & thunderings & voices. & there were seven lamps of fire burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God; & before the throne there was a sea of glass like unto crystal. & in the midst of the throne, & round about the throne, were four living beings full of eyes in front & behind. & the first being was like a lion, & the second being like a calf, & the third being had the face of a man, & the fourth being was like a flying eagle. & each of the four living beings had six wings about him, & they were full of eyes within; & they rested not day & night, saying,"Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, Who was & is & is to come!" & when those living beings give glory & honor & thanks to Him that sat on the throne, Who liveth for ever & ever, the four & twenty elders fall down before Him that sits on the throne & worship Him that liveth for ever & ever, & cast their crowns before the throne, saying, 11"Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory & honor & power; for Thou hast created all things, & for Thy pleasure they are & were created."
Below this magnificent vision we see 3 holy prophets: Ss. Isaiah, Ezekiel & Daniel. They too were witnesses to the glory of God & described it in their prophecies. It must always be remembered that all theophanies (visions of God) in the Old Testament are, in fact, Christophanies (visions of Christ prior to His incarnation):
And the likeness of the firmament upon the heads of the living creatures was as the color of the terrible crystal, stretched forth over their heads above. & under the firmament were their wings straight, the one toward the other; every one had two which covered on this side, & every one had two which covered on that side of their bodies. & when they went, I heard the noise of their wings like the noise of great waters, as the voice of the Almighty, the voice of speech as the noise of a host. When they stood, they let down their wings; & there was a voice from the firmament that was over their heads when they stood & had let down their wings. & above the firmament that was over their heads was the likeness of a throne, with the appearance of a sapphire stone; & upon the likeness of the throne was the likeness in appearance of a man above upon it. & I saw as the color of amber, with the appearance of fire round about within it. From the appearance of His loins even upward & from the appearance of His loins even downward, I saw, as it were, the appearance of fire, & it had brightness round about. As the appearance of the rainbow that is in the cloud in the day of rain, so was the appearance of the brightness round about. This was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the LORD. & when I saw it, I fell upon my face, & I heard a voice of One Who spoke. (Ezekiel 1:22-28)
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The 2 above quotations describe at some length the crystalline throne of God surrounded by the emerald rainbow of holy angels & resting upon the cherubim, the 4 beasts, whose faces represent the 4 Evangelists: Matthew, Mark, Luke & John. Isaiah describes a similar vision, but dwells more upon the singing of the heavenly angels, especially the seraphim, & gives us the very song which they sing, a song in which we join during every celebration of the Divine Liturgy.  

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high & lifted up, & His train filled the temple. Above it stood the seraphims; each one had six wings: with two he covered his face, & with two he covered his feet, & with two he flew. & one cried unto another & said, "Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full of His glory." & the posts of the door moved at the voice of him that cried, & the house was filled with smoke. Then said I, "Woe is me! For I am undone, because I am a man of unclean lips & I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for mine eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts." (Isaiah 6:1-5)

The Prophet Daniel in the 7th chapter of his prophecy relates a similar vision & closely ties this to the coming incarnation of Christ. After describing the successive world empires which would rise & fall, he says:
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"I beheld till the thrones were cast down, & the Ancient of Days sat down, whose garment was white as snow & the hair of His head like the pure wool. His throne was like the fiery flame, & His wheels as burning fire. A fiery stream issued & came forth from before Him. Thousand thousands ministered unto Him, & ten thousand times ten thousand stood before Him: the judgment was set, & the books were opened…"I saw in the night visions, & behold, one like the Son of Man came with the clouds of heaven & came to the Ancient of Days, & they brought Him near before Him. & there was given Him dominion & glory & a Kingdom, that all people, nations & languages should serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, & His Kingdom that which shall not be destroyed. (Daniel 7:9-14)
The holy fathers of the Church have always understood this coming of the Son of the Man into the presence of the Ancient of Days as a mystical description & prophecy of the incarnation; for the Ancient of Days, the pre-eternal Wisdom, Word, Glory & Son of the Father, by taking flesh in the pure womb of His Virgin Mother became in fact, the Son of Man, not the son of a man; but while remaining ever as He had been He took upon Himself & made His own our humanity. Thus, while the prophets Ezekiel & Isaiah paint the picture which is the uppermost icon, the prophet Daniel ties this heavenly vision & personage with the incarnation which is depicted in the icon of Our Lady of the Sign which stand in the central tier. Daniel joins the vision of heaven to that of the incarnation, but it is Isaiah who gives us the most explicit prophecy concerning the incarnation & it is his prophecy which is mystically depicted in the icon of Our Lady of the Sign:

Therefore the Lord Himself shall give you a sign: Behold, a virgin shall conceive & bear a Son, & shall call His name Immanuel. (Isaiah 7:14)

In the uppermost tier we see the risen & glorious & almighty Christ as He reigns now in the heavens & as He will appear when He comes again to judge the living & the dead. In the central tier, we see the same Christ at His incarnation for the sake of our salvation. However, there still remains one more icon to complete this magnificent composition; & in many ways it will draw us even more deeply into the love of God: Father, Son & Holy Spirit. 
In the bottom tier there is planned another icon of Christ, this time as the celebrant of the Holy Eucharist, flanked by 2 assisting angels. In this icon He is depicted twice: as the Great High Priest (Hebrews 4:14) & as the elements of the Holy Eucharist, His holy Body & His precious Blood; for He is both Priest & Sacrifice, He that offers & He that is offered, our Great God incarnate & the Bread of Life (John 6:35) come down from heaven, the Victor over death & the slain Lamb of God (Revelation 5:6), Who bearing His wounds is our perpetual Intercessor with the Father. 
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This glorious series of icons, or, rather, this one glorious three-fold icon of our salvation, points to that which takes place beneath at the Holy Table during the course of the Divine Liturgy; for just as on the day when the holy archangel Gabriel announced to the all-holy, ever-virgin Mary that she would bear Immanuel, &, at her acquiescence, the Holy Spirit descended into her womb & God the Word took flesh from her, becoming the Son of Man, so too in the course of the Divine Liturgy when we kneel & humbly beseech that the same Holy Spirit come upon our offerings of bread & wine, they too are changing into Christ’s very Body & Blood. The slain Lamb of God is present upon our Holy Table as He is present in the heavens; By our prayers of intercession, which follow the Epiclesis (invocation of the Holy Spirit), we array Him in His High Priestly robes & like the High Priest of old who bore upon his breast the breastplate, engraved with the names of the 12 tribes of Israel as a perpetual memorial before God, so too the slain Lamb of God bears upon his breast our names & those whom we have remembered during the Liturgy as a memorial before the Father. This entire iconographic scheme is then the great Mystery of God’s love into which we are incorporated by the Holy Spirit & by our partaking of Christ’s Flesh & Blood. It set forth & proclaimed, not in weak & inadequate words, but depicted with vivid & bold stroke & hue.
It is, of course, entirely appropriate that this, our Gospel (Good News), be set within a seemly context. It is therefore planned that flanking this three-fold icon there will be depicted the 12 holy apostles as well as the holy hierarch whose words we pray when we offer the Holy Liturgy.
What we today behold upon our East Wall is a work in progress. We eagerly await its completion & sincerely thank all those whose contributions have & will further this glorious work. May God bless you all, & may His rich blessing be bestowed upon our iconographer Jan Isham. May He continue to inspire her work & her vision & grant her many & blessed years in her holy service.

News of the Parish Council
On Sun., Dec. 12th, we held our annual Parish Meeting. At that time the following nominees were presented: Joel Mai, Andrew Walker & Monica Lambert. Willis Bell has been asked to fill an additional vacancy. We thank the Readers John (Jack) Lambert & Roman ( Ray) Russin for their many years of faithful service on our Parish Council. The budget for the year 2005 was reviewed &, after some discussion, passed. Concern was expressed about our ability to meet our budget, given our present membership. A number of suggestions & recommendations were made at that time. It is to be noted that there is an increase in the “per baptized soul” assessment to the Archdiocese from $30.00 to $35.00.
Just a few days after our Annual Meeting, there took place an historic event. ON Wed., Dec. 15th, in the Cathedral of St. George in Wichita, His Grace Basil was formally installed as the 1st bishop of the Diocese of Wichita & Mid-America. The delivery by His eminence Philip, Archbishop of New York & Primate of the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America of the pastoral staff of Bishop Basil and His Grace’s ascent to his episcopal throne was a moving & dramatic event, the coming of age of Orthodoxy in the Great Plains. May God grant His Grace many, many years of service to this diocese & thereby to the entire Church. For those of you who were unable to attend & thus misses both the words of His Grace Basil in assuming his new responsibilities & the eloquent & impassioned words of His Eminence Philip at the reception following the Daily Vespers & the Enthronement, a video tape is available for purchase ($20.00). It is requested that all orders be submitted through the local parish.
News from St. Mary Magdalene Mission

Dec. 15, the date of Bishop BASIL's enthronement as the 1st Bishop of Wichita & Mid-America, had an extra significance for those of us at the Mission: it was the 1st anniversary of our acquisition of the house at 913 Riley Lane which is now home to the Mission.

The weeks following saw a flurry of activity as a wall & carpet were torn out, a make-shift holy table erected, & the 1st Divine Liturgy celebrated in the new chapel of St. Mary Magdalene House on Christmas Eve with Archpriest Philip Vreeland as our celebrant. For that 1st Liturgy, the cloth screens which had served us as a folding iconostasis during our years in rented space were again pressed into service.

All during the K-State winter break & into the new year, improvements were made, focusing on the temple: woodwork was stripped & refinished, walls painted, the drop ceiling refurbished, an iconostasis & a frame to hold the Deisis, which had formerly hung where All Saints glorious Platitera now shines, were built.

By spring, the house was better insulated & had a new high-efficiency furnace & central air. From spring to fall, the gardens were shaped & tended, the parking area enlarged & a large three-barred cross erected in the garden.

But improvements to the temporalities of the Mission during the past year were outstripped by the improvement to our spiritual life. Thanks to having our own temple & a place for Fr. Daniel or visiting priests to stay overnight, our liturgical life is richer with more special services during Lent & more Vespers services before our Liturgies, & we now have regular opportunities to make our confessions without traveling. The bedroom which is not used as a priest's bedroom serves as a meeting room where Fr. Daniel gave us classes on Liturgics & where we have held several book studies. We have also seen many new faces at the Mission this year.

The anniversary in many ways recalls last year: As I write, a proper Holy Table now stands under a makeshift covering. But when Fr. Philip returns to again celebrate our Nativity Liturgy, it will be covered in proper vestments. A new round of improvements to the building is getting underway, & we are all looking forward to Christmas & Theophany, with the season of house-blessings which follows, the usual time here in Manhattan to follow the example of St. Raphael of Brooklyn & seek out the lost sheep, & to offering more classes in our little meeting room--during the next year not only joint efforts at spiritual reading, but also a round of "Orthodoxy 101" classes for inquirers & catechumens (& all of us who want to brush up the basics).

Only God knows what the new year will hold for the St. Mary Magdalene Mission, but by His grace & your prayers, & with your support, it will be better than what has gone before.
A Heartfelt & Hearty “Thank you”

“Thank you” Fr. Thomas & Lukie for hosting the dinner reception for Fr. Chad & our seminarian. It was a delightful & informative evening. At last a face has been put to the name of the seminarian toward whose upkeep we have been contributing. Sub-deacon Elias impressed all with his charm & conviction. May God bless Fr. Chad, sub-deacon Elias, all the seminarians at St. Herman’s & the whole Church of Alaska. May our humble contributions help in some small way to repair the damage which has been done over the years to those simple trusting souls, who, with openness of heart & soul, greeted the missionaries come from Valaam over 200 years ago to plant the ancient Faith of Orthodox Christianity in American soil. All Orthodox Christians of this land are their debtors.
Rejoice, O Queen
The St Romanos Chorale, under the direction of Dr William Attra, choir master at St George Church in Houston, TX, has released a new audio CD REJOICE, O QUEEN with 24 hymns to the all-Holy Theotokos from throughout the Church Year.  The CD is available for purchase at the price of $18.00 per copy (discounts available for parish bookstores) by contacting Dr Attra at st-georgehouston@msn.com The St Romanos Chorale is composed of singers from 7 parishes in the cities of Houston, Spring, Beaumont & Austin, TX, & Shreveport, LA.

News of the Parish
Sat., Jan. 1st: Name’s Day of His Grace Bishop Basil.
Sun., Jan. 2nd: Annual visit by His Grace Basil, Bishop of Wichita & Mid-America

Wed., Jan. 5th, Vigil of Theophany: Vesperal Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great (ff. by the Great Sanctification of Waters), 6:00pm   
Thurs., Jan. 6th, Feast of Lights (commemorating the Baptism of Christ), Holy Theophany: Orthros, 8:00am; Divine Liturgy (ff. by the Great Sanctification of Waters), 9:00am
Sat., Feb. 26th: Annual Big Fat Greek Banquet. Ticket & information to be available soon.

Sun., March 6th: Meatfare Sunday; annual Talent Show

Mon., March 14th: Pure Monday, 1st day of the Great Lenten Fast

Sun., May 1st: The Holy & Great Pascha (Passover) of the Lord.

Prayers are requested: Please keep in your prayers, Sarah, the sister of Kh. Thekla Hatfield & Sidney Gray
May Her Memory Be Eternal: Our sincere condolences to Sophia Osborn on the falling asleep in the Lord of her sister Kyle who was buried on Wed., Dec. 22nd.
God Grant Them Many Years: At a few minutes passed midnight on Dec. 24th. Joel & Meghan/Catherine Mai, became the proud parents of little Roman Edward Mai.
God Grant You Many, Many Blessed Years!

Names' Days
Basil Andreev, William Sabo & Bill Fekas (Father among the Saints Basil the Great, Archbishop of Caesarea in Cappadocia, Jan. 1st), Dena-Seraphima Berquist (Venerable Father Seraphim of Sarov, Jan. 2nd), Kjerstyn Lindren & Jennifer Klapp (Venerable Mother Genevieve of Paris, Jan. 3rd), John Stavropoulos (Holy Prophet & Forerunner John the Baptist, Jan. 7th), Anthony Ingalsbe (Venerable Father Anthony the Great, Jan. 17th), Erin Berquist (Holy Virgin-Martyr Agnes of Sicily, Jan. 21st), David Pantle (Venerable Father Maximos the Confessor, Jan. 21st) & (Father among the Saints Athanasios the Great, Patriarch of Alexandria, Jan. 28th).

Birthdays
Helen Russin & Daniel Muchow (Jan. 4th), Allison Muchow & Khouriya Lukie Neustrom (Jan. 5th), Georgette Yetter & Christen Pantle (Jan. 7th), Erin Berquist (Jan. 8th), Paula Lambert (Jan. 12th) Benjamin Lindgren (Jan. 20th) John Stavropoulos (Jan. 21st), Ari Stavropoulos (Jan. 22nd) Matthew Pantle (Jan. 24th)& Ray Russin (Jan. 25th).
Wedding Anniversaries
Fr. Chad & Khouriya Hatfield (Jan. 3rd), Stan & Phyllis Ehler (Jan. 13th) 
& Vern & Sara Osborn (Jan. 31st).






