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When Thou, O Lord, wast baptized in the Jordan, worship of the Trinity was made manifest; for the voice of the Father bore witness to Thee, calling Thee His beloved Son. And the Spirit in the likeness of a dove confirmed the truth of His word. O Christ our God, Who hast appeared and enlightened the world, glory be to Thee.
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The Parish of All Saints Orthodox Church, 

2818 Scanlan Avenue, Salina, KS,

Invites you to attend the dedication of our parish hall 

To Saint Thomas the Apostle

In honor of The Very Reverend Thomas Neustrom,

Benefactor of the parish and beautifier of the temple.

  Thursday, February 12th, 2009

5:30pm Vespers presided by His Grace Basil, 

Bishop of Wichita and Mid-America

6:30pm Service of dedication, followed by festive banquet
The idea to dedicate our parish hall to St. Thomas the Apostle in honour of Fr. Thomas in recognition of the great generosity & tireless, & entirely fruitful, efforts to, in his own words, “make something beautiful for God” was suggested at our Parish Council Meeting on Nov. 17th, 2008, & in a more polished form presented at the Annual Parish meeting, Dec. 7th, 2008. It was greeted with great enthusiasm by all present. Seraphima Berquist was appointed coordinator for the event. The above is a copy of the invitation sent to a select list of friends & relative of Fr. Thomas. For us, the parishioners & friends of All Saints, this will serve as your invitation. However, since the banquet will be a sit-down affair, we need to know who will be attending & their names, no later than Feb. 1st, This can be done either by email at allsaint95@sbcglobal.net or by snail mail:
All Saints Orthodox Church

C/O Seraphima Berquist

2013 East Bank Drive

Salina, KS  67401

We look forward to seeing one & all on this happy occasion.

Theophany
From the Festal Menaion, the introduction by Bishop Kallistos (Ware)

In the Eastern tradition this feast celebrates Our Lord’s baptism in Jordan, not the adoration of the Magi. The general patter of services is the same as at Christmas, with a special paramonoi [a day of special prep-aration] & the reading of the Royal Hours on 5 Jan., which is observed as a strict fast. Theophany is mark-ed, however, by a distinctive ceremony, not held at Christmas—the Great Blessing of the Waters. This is performed twice, on 5 Jan. after the Vigil Liturgy, & on 6 Jan. at the end … after the Liturgy. The 1st blessing is held in Church; the 2nd, if possible, in an open air beside a river or spring, or at the seashore. In countries where the winter is of extreme severity holes are dug in the ice of the frozen rivers … the cul-minating moment of this ceremony of blessing occurs when the officiating priest plunges or throws the Cross 3 times into the water, thus recalling the triple immersion of Christ in the Jordan, as well as the triple immersion which every Orthodox Christian undergoes at his own baptismal initiation. Lest the phrase “Great Blessing of the Waters” be misunderstood, it should immediately be emphasized that the blessing is effected, not by the officiat-ing priest & the people who are praying with him, but by Christ Himself, Who is the true Celebrant in this as in all the Mysteries of the Church. It is Christ Who had blessed the waters once for all at His baptism in the Jordan: the liturgical ceremony of blessing is simply an extension of Christ’s original act. This is a point of primary importance, about which more must be said shortly.
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The basic meaning of the feast as whole is summed up in its title Epiphany, “manifestation”, or more specifically Theophany, “manifestation of God”. Christ’s baptism in the Jordan is a “manifestation of God” to the world, in the first place because it forms the beginning of Our Lord’s public ministry; but secondly, in a deeper sense, because at this baptism there was granted to the world a revelation of the Holy Trinity. All 3 Persons were made “manifest” together: the Father testified from on high to the divine Sonship of Jesus; the Son received His Father’s testimony; & the Spirit was seen in the form of a dove, descending from the Father & resting upon the Son. This threefold disclosure is the subject of the apo-lytikion of the feast:

When Thou, O Lord, wast baptized in the Jordan, worship of the Trinity was made manifest; for the voice of the Father bore witness to Thee, calling Thee His beloved Son; & the Spirit in the likeness of a dove confirmed the truth of His word. O Christ our God, Who hast appeared & enlightened the world, glory be to Thee.

[image: image5.jpg]


This theme of “manifestation” or “revelation” is expressed in particular under the symbolism of light: in the words of the Apolytikion just quoted. Christ has “appeared & enlightened the world”. Thus, besides the title “Theophany”, 6 Jan. is known also as the “Feast of Lights”. The Church celebrates on this day the illumination of the world by the Light of Christ: “Light from Light, Christ our God has shone upon the world, God made manifest” (Orthros of the feast, 1st sticheron of the Praises); “Thou broughtest light to all things by Thine Epiphany” (Orthros of the feast, Hypakoë); “Ye that lie in darkness, leap for joy, for a great light has now appeared to you” (Orthros on 5 Jan., canon, 9th ode).

Manifestation, illumination—with these 2 ideas there goes a 3rd: re-newal, regeneration, re-creation, Christ’s baptism in Jordan renews our nature, for it is the prelude to our baptism in the font; & it renews & regenerates, not our human nature only, but the whole material cre-ation.
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To understand this idea of renewal, it is helpful to begin in the texts for the feast. Why was Christ bap-tized? We are baptized because we are sinful: we go down dirty into the water, & we emerge cleansed. But what need had Christ Who is sinless, to undergo baptism in the Jordan? To this the liturgical tests an-swer: “Though as God He needs no cleansing, yet for the sake of fallen men He is cleansed in the Jordan” (Orthros of the feast, 1st canon, ode 5); “As man He is cleansed that I may be made clean” (Compline on 5 Jan., canon, ode 4). “For the sake of sinful men”: in reality it is not He Who is cleansed in the Jordan but we ourselves. In taking manhood upon Him at His Incarnation, Our Lord assumed a representative role: He became the New Adam, summing up the whole human race in Himself, just as the first Adam summed up & contained all mankind in himself at the Fall. On the Cross, although sinless, Jesus Christ suffered & died for the sins of humanity: & in the same way at His baptism, although sinless, He was cleansed for all men’s sins. When He went down into the Jordan, as the New Adam He carried us sinful men down with Him: & there in the waters He cleansed us, bearing each of us up once more out of the river as a new creature, regenerate & recon-ciled.
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In Christ’s baptism at the hands of John, our own baptismal regeneration is al-ready accomplished by anticipation. The many celebrations of the Eucharist are all a participation in the single & unique Last Supper; & in a similar way all our individual baptisms are a sharing in the baptism of Christ—so that it may be ap-propriated by each on us person-ally. As an indication of the close connection between Christ’s baptism & our baptism, it may be noted that the prayer at the Great Blessing of Waters on Theophany is almost identical with the prayer of blessing said over the font at the sacrament of baptism.

But Christ’s descent into the river has also a further significance. When Christ went down into the waters, not only did He carry us down with Him & make us clean, but He also made clean the nature of the waters themselves. As the apolytikion of the Fore-Feast puts it, “Christ has appeared in the Jordan to sanctify the waters”. The Feast of Theophany has thus a cosmic aspect. The fall of the angelic orders, & after it the fall of Man, involved the whole universe. All God’s creation was thereby warped & disfig-ured: to use the symbolism of the liturgical texts, the waters were made a “lair of dragons”. Christ came on earth to redeem not only man, but—through man—the entire material creation. When He entered the water, besides effecting by anticipation our rebirth in the font, He likewise effected the cleansing of the wa-ters, their transfiguration into an organ of healing & grace. 

If water acts as a means of grace pre-eminently in the Sacrament of Baptism, it is also used as a means of sanctification on many other occasions as well. That I why Orthodox are encouraged to drink from the water that has been blessed at Epiphany & to sprinkle themselves with it; they take it to their homes & keep it there to use from time to time. In all this they are not guilty of superstition. If they act so, it is because they are convinced that in virtue of Christ’s Incarnation, of His Baptism & Transfig-uration, all material things can be made holy & “Spirit-bearing”. “At Thine appearance in the body, the earth was sanctified, the waters blessed, the heavens enlightened” (Compline on 5 Jan., canon ode 4). This, then, is part of the meaning of Theophany: in the eyes of one who is a Christian, nothing should ever ap-pear trivial or mean, for the redemption & transforming grace of the Saviour extends to all things, how-ever outwardly despicable.

At Theophany there is the same emphasis as at Christmas upon Christ’s self-emptying—upon the contrast between the inward glory which as God He never ceased to possess, & His entire humility as man. God by nature, in His self-abasement He did not refuse baptism from John: “As a servant Thou dost bow Thy head beneath the hand of the servant” (Compline 5 Jan., canon, ode 1); “One of the Trinity bowed His head & received baptism” (Orthros 6 Jan., 1st canon, ode 9). To emphasize the point more vividly, constant references are made to the bewilderment & hesitation of the Baptist: “The Forerunner was seized with trembling & cried aloud, saying: ‘How shall the lamp illuminate the Light? How shall the servant set his hand upon the Master? O Saviour, Who takest away the sin of the world, sanctify both me & the water’” (Blessed of the Waters). This theme is especially developed on the day following the feast, which is observed as the Syn-axis of St. John the Baptist.

The 1st photo on the preceding page is that of the site of Our Saviour’s Baptism in the Jordan River. The 2nd photo is taken from the Orthodox Monastery of the Forerunner at the site of Christ’s Baptism.

News from the Parish
On Sun., Dec. 7th, following Divine Liturgy, our Annual Parish Meeting was convened. Chief among the orders of business was the election to the Parish Council. The 3-year terms of 3 of our members expired: Sophia (Jan) Leopold, Seraphima Berquist & Jan Mai. The following nominations were made by the Council & elected by the Assembly: Catherine (Meghan) Mai & Seraphima Berquist. Appointed by Fr. Daniel was Nicholas Karabinas. The present Council membership is: Patrick (Willis) Bell, Seraphima Berquist, Justina Houchin, Monica (Paula) Lambert, Martha (Sara) Osborn, Elizabeth (Michelle) Stephen-son, Catherine (Meghan) Mai & Nicholas Karabinas. The newly constituted Parish Council will be in-ducted by on Sun., Jan. 4th.
Fr. Daniel wishes to thank all for their devotion to Christ & for their diligent labours in behalf of His holy body, the Church. More especially thanks are due to the following:
· Fr. Thomas Neustrom for his prayers, loving support & ideas, especially for his very generous support for this year’s Vineyard Blessing, which made it the most financially successful event to date.
· The Parish Council for all their support & guidance

· The altar servers & all who assist during Divine Services

· Our beautiful, talented & devoted choir members

· The Antiochian Women, always the backbone of every parish (This year of Ladies’ Rummage Sale brought in $950.00)
· Our Teen SOYO with their adult advisers (Reader Andrew Walker & Justina Houchin) had their first & very successful fund-raiser: a Car Wash. Since this year’s Parish Life Conference, sponsored by St. Mary’s Wichita, will be held in our backyard, so the speak, our Teens are preparing for the Bible Bowl, the highlight of the Conference, which will be on the Gospel of St. John. They have issued a challenge to our adults to field an adult team for the same event.

· Seraphima (Dena) Berquist, chair of the annual Blessing of the Vineyard & to those masters of the kitchen: Bill Fekas & John Stavropoulos

· The Reader John (Jack) Lambert, chair of the Pre-Advent Thanksgiving Dinner, which was such a wonderful expression of outreach, & also chair, with the able assistance & guidance of Bill Fekas, our master chef, of the 6th annual Big Fat Greek Dinner. The 2009 Big Fat Greek dinner will be on Sat., April 25th & Jack L. will once again chair this event. Tickets will be $12.50, adults, & $8.00, children under 12.
The following are the statistics for the year 2008:

· 2 Baptisms: Veronica MacCallam & Raphael (Reeve) Mai
· 4 Catechumens:  Dianne Bremerman, Cheryl & Capri Willard & Shane Van Shultz
· 1 Wedding: Dustin & Christen (Pantle) Stovall

· 1 Deaths & Funerals: Mary-Joseph (Rikki) Hale

· 1 Graduate: Nicholas Stavropoulos (B.A., KS) 

· 3 campers, recipients of scholarships from the Order of St. Ignatius of Antioch, attended St. Raphael Camp this passed summer. 

New in the year 2008:

· A class for readers twice monthly on Wed. evenings, following Vespers.

· Formation of an informal Men’s Association, meeting on the 1st Sunday evening of each month.

· Project Houran: a partnership arrangement between the Diocese of Wichita & its parishes & the Diocese of Houran & Bosra (on the Golan Heights) & its parishes & institutions.

· The Fall Pilgrimage to St. George in Kearny, Neb., the 1st parish in what is now the diocese of Wichita & Mid-America, sponsored by the Society of St. John the Evangelist

· Plans set for our 1st Craft-Show at the 4-H Building on March 7th & 8th, 2009, with chairReader John L.

News of the Parish & Diocese
Mon., Feb. 2nd:
Feast of the Meeting of the Lord in the Temple, Presentation.

Tues.,- Fri., Feb. 3rd-6th:
 Annual Retreat for the Clergy of the Diocese of Wichita, Retreat-Master, His Grace Mark, Bishop of Toledo, topic “All Scripture is given by Inspiration of God”.
Thurs., Feb. 12th:
Daily Vespers with His Grace Basil, Bishop of Wichita, ff. by the Dedication of the Parish Hall to St. Thomas the Apostle in honour of Fr. Thomas Neustrom & a Dedication Banquet, 5:30pm
Mon., March 2nd:
Pure Monday (Beginning of the Fast of Great Lent)

Sat. & Sun., March 7th & 8th:   ASOC Craft Sale, 4-H Building

Wed., March 25th:
Feast of the Annunciation by the Archangel Gabriel to the Theotokos.

Sun., April 19th:
Holy & Great Pascha (Easter)

Sat., April 25th:
Annual Big Fat Greek Dinner

June 10th-14th:   
5th Parish Life Conference, hosted by St. Mary, Wichita
June 28th-July 4th:
Camp St. Raphael, 1st Session

July 5th- 11th:
Camp St. Raphael, 2nd Session

July, 19th-26th:
49th Biennial Convention of the Antiochian Orthodox Archdiocese, hosted by St. Michael, Van Nuys, CA, at the Palm Springs Resort, Palm Desert, CA. 

Sat., Aug. 22nd:
          Annual Vineyard Blessing
Prayer Requests
· For the health of Anastasia (Vi) Wygal
· For the health of Samuel Wygal.
· For the health of Paul (Randy) Philips. 

· For the health of Joseph Shively.
· For the health of the Very Rev’d Fr. Thomas Neustrom.

· For the repose of the soul of Rita Gordy (Jan. 16th), mother of Seraphima Berquist

· For the repose of the soul of Alice Smith, sister of Kh. Lukie Neustrom.
· For the repose of the soul of John Osborn (March 28th), brother of Vernon Osborn.
· For the repose of the soul of Fr. Bill Wells (Aug. 4th), Beautifier of All Saints’ Temple.

· For the repose of the soul of Russell Brockmeier (Oct. 16th),cousin of Elizabeth Lindgren.

· For the repose of the soul of Kathaleen Beryl Brunsell (Nov. 1st), grandmother of Robert Lindgren.
God Grant You Many, Many Blessed Years!

Names' Days
Bill Fekas (Father among the Saints Basil the Great, Archbishop of Caesarea in Cappadocia, Jan. 1st), Dena Berquist (Venerable Father Seraphim of Sarov, Jan. 2nd), Kjerstyn Lindren & Jennifer Klapp (Venerable Mother Genevieve of Paris, Jan. 3rd), John Stavropoulos (Holy Prophet & Forerunner John the Baptist, Jan. 7th), Erin Berquist (Holy Virgin-Martyr Agnes of Sicily, Jan. 21st), & Vernon Osborn (Father among the Saints Athanasios the Great, Patriarch of Alexandria, Jan. 28th).

Birthdays
Daniel Muchow (Jan. 4th), Allison Muchow & Kh. Lukie Neustrom (Jan. 5th), Georgette Yetter & Christen Stoval (Jan. 7th), Erin Berquist (Jan. 8th), Paula Lambert (Jan. 12th) Benjamin Lindgren (Jan. 20th) John Stavropoulos (Jan. 21st), Ari Stavropoulos (Jan. 22nd) & Matthew Pantle (Jan. 24th).
Wedding Anniversaries
Fr. Chad & Khouriya Hatfield (Jan. 3rd), Stan & Phyllis Ehler (Jan. 13th) 

& Vern & Sara Osborn (Jan. 31st).
May God grant one & all a Blessed New Year
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