A Cloud of Witnesses

February, 2008

Rejoice, thou who art full of grace, O Virgin Theotokos, for from thee has risen the Sun of Righteousness, Christ our God, enlightening those in darkness. Rejoice, thou also, O righteous Elder, as thou receivest in thine arms the Redeemer of our souls, Who grants unto us the Resurrection.
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On the Septuagint Version of the Old Testament

We are all anxiously awaiting the release of the complete Orthodox Study Bible, with the Old Testament translated from the Septuagint Greek version. It, therefore, seems opportune to give an overview the Septuagint.
A History of the Formation of the Old Testament Canon
Ours is a religion of revelation. It is God Who has revealed Himself & His divine will to specific persons, especially to our father in the faith Abraham. The knowledge of of Himself which God revealed & of His divine commandments has been transmitted within a living community. In the case of the revelation to Abraham, it was transmitted to his descendent according to the flesh: his son Isaac, his grandson Jacob/Israel & his descendents. And in the “latter days”, its fullness was revealed in the Person of the incarnate Lord Jesus & through His Holy Spirit to the New Israel, all those born again of water & the Spirit, the Church, the Body & Bride of Christ God.

Amidst Isaac’s descendents Moses on Mount Sinai conversed with God & received from Him His sacred commandments. The record of this encounter in its proper context & the 613 positive & negative commandments which God delivered to His chosen people was gathered together into what are today the first 5 books of the Old Testament, the Torah (Law) or Pentateuch, consisting of the books of Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers & Deuteronomy. During the desert wanderings, the age of the Judges & the Monarchy, Israel’s devotion to the God Who had revealed Himself to them & was Creator of heaven & earth was primarily of a cultic, sacrificial nature centered on, at first, the Tabernacle & then the Temple in Jerusalem. However, with the fall of Jerusalem to the Babylonians in 596 BC, the destruction of the Temple & the exile of the Jews to Babylon, the written record of God’s self revelation & of the commandments which expressed concretely His divine will came to be the only consolation of the people of Israel. It assumed a place within what has come to be called Judaism of central importance. With their return to Palestine & the rebuilding of the Temple, the sacred scrolls of the Torah stood at the center of Jewish life. This was made manifest when Ezra the Priest & Scribe read aloud to the congregation of the people the Torah after the building of the Temple in about the year 400 BC:

And all the people gathered themselves together as one man into the street that was before the Water Gate; & they spoke unto Ezra the scribe to bring the Book of the Law of Moses, which the LORD had commanded to Israel. And Ezra the priest brought the law before the congregation both of men & women, & all who could hear with understanding, upon the first day of the seventh month. & he read therein before the street that was before the Water Gate from the morning until midday, before the men & the women & those who could understand; & the ears of all the people were attentive unto the Book of the Law. And Ezra the scribe stood upon a pulpit of wood which they had made for the purpose. And beside him stood Mattithiah & Shema & Anaiah, & Urijah & Hilkiah & Maaseiah, on his right hand; & on his left hand, Pedaiah & Mishael & Malchijah, & Hashum & Hashbadana,Zechariah & Meshullam. And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people (for he was above all the people), & when he opened it all the people stood up. And Ezra blessed the LORD, the great God. And all the people answered, “Amen, Amen”, while lifting up their hands; & they bowed their heads, & worshipped the LORD with their faces to the ground. Also Jeshua & Bani & Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodijah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, & the Levites, caused the people to understand the law; & the people stood in their place. So they read in the book, in the law of God, distinctly, & gave the sense & caused them to understand the reading. And Nehemiah, who is the governor, & Ezra the priest the scribe, & the Levites who taught the people, said unto all the people, “This day is holy unto the LORD your God; mourn not, nor weep”. For all the people wept when they heard the words of the law. (Nehemiah 8:1-9)
With the increased emphasis upon the Torah which accompanied the return from the Babylonian Captivity, other sacred writings, especially those of the Prophets also came to have greater influence, but nothing ever vied with the Torah for the hearts of Old Israel. Gradually a canon (“canon” is a Greek word meaning “rule, standard norm” & when applied to the Scriptures designates a list of those books judged to be God-inspired Writings, Scriptures) was taking shape. There is evidence in one of the books of the Septuagint, the “Wisdom of Jesus the Son of Sirach”, also called “Ecclesiasticus”
, that by the year 180 BC the Jewish canon of sacred Scripture was already understood to be organized into 3 sections of decreasing degrees of authority: 

· the Law or Torah (Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers & Deuteronomy); 

· the Prophets or Nevi’im (Joshua, Judges, Samuel, Kings, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel & the 12 minor prophets); 

· a 3rd division, which would later be identified as the Writings or Ketuvim (Psalms, Proverbs, Job, Song of Songs, etc.).
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It would, however, be some time before a final Old Testament canon would be established by the Jews (Since they did not then, nor do they now, accept that there is a New Testament or Covenant, they designate their collection of sacred texts, not as Old Testament, but as Tanakh, an acronym derived from their 3-fold division of the Scriptures: Torah-Nevi’im-Ketuvim. See above) & by the Christians. For the Jews it would take another disaster to force them finally to set about establishing a fixed canon. That disaster for Judaism was 2-fold:

· The rise of Christianity

· The destruction of the Temple
In fact, it was their great desire to distinguish themselves from Christianity, including Judeo-Christianity, which would push them to this & also to the rejection of the Septuagint.

 The Septuagint

The Diaspora

Generally when we think of the Jews after their return from the Babylonian Captivity, we tend to think of them as nearly all residing in Palestine. This a gross over-simplification. The majority, especially the wealthiest, most privileged classes, did not return to Palestine, but remained in the East, especially in Babylon, although later Syria, principally the cities of Antioch & Damascus, would have large Jewish populations. This is what is referred to as the Aramaic-speaking Eastern Diaspora. The conquests of Alexander the Great, especially with his absorption in 332 BC of the small state of Israel centered on the Temple in Jerusalem, opened the way to the emergence of a thriving Greek-speaking Western Diaspora. In 320 BC, following the death of Alexander in Babylon in 323 BC, one of his generals, on his way to make himself Ptolemy I, Pharaoh of Egypt, took control of Israel & took with him 120,000 Jews, most of whom he settled in Alexandria. Greek soon became the common language for all the peoples of the eastern Mediterranean littoral, including the Jews who quickly spread throughout the entire area.

It was during the mid-3rd century BC in Alexandria, Egypt, that the Hebrew Scriptures began to be translated into Greek for the Jews of this vast Western Diaspora who no longer understood the Hebrew. According to tradition this project was begun at the instigation of a non-Jew, Ptolemy II Philadelphos (reigned 281-246 BC), successor of the first Ptolemy. To put his mark on history Ptolemy Philadelphos wished to make Alexandria a center of unparalleled learning & culture. The centerpiece was to be the temple of the Muses — the Mouseion
, a home of music & poetry, a philosophical school & a library, including a gallery of sacred texts. His goal was to amass a collection of 25,000 scrolls. At his instigation, the High Priest of the Jerusalem temple Eleazar sent to Alexandria a copy of the Torah then in use in the Temple together with certain prophetic writings. He also sent a corps of translators, 6 from each of the 12 tribes, making a total of 72. Rounded off, this makes 70; hence the designation the “Septuagint”, which means “70” in Greek, which is sometimes abbreviated using Latin numerals as LXX.

This version of the Torah, a faithful rendering of the Jerusalem recension, almost immediately became the norme for all Greek-speaking Jews. As time went on more of the prophetic writings & of the other sacred Jewish writings were either translated into Greek or, under divine inspiration, composed directly in Greek
. Thus the canon of Alexandria, the Greek Septuagint is substantially longer than the Hebrew canon.

Differences

How does the Septuagint differ from the received Hebrew text of the Old Testament?

· In addition to the books of the Hebrew canon, the Septuagint contains the following additional books among the Writings:

Tobit, Judith, the Wisdom of Solomon, the Wisdom of Jesus, son of Sirach (Ecclesiasticus), 1-4 Maccabees, the Prayer of Manasseh (a beautiful prayer of repentance, much used during Great Lent), Baruch (sometimes joined to the Prophet Jeremiah)
· The Septuagint version of both Daniel (chiefly because of the inclusion of the cosmic hymn of the 3 Holy Youths of Babylon, story of Susanna & the Elders & Bel & the Dragon) & Esther (while the Hebrew version of Esther contains no prayer nor even a mention of God, the Greek version is graced with many prayers) are considerably longer than the Hebrew versions
· The Septuagint versions of both Jeremiah (the chapters are differently arranged) & Job are shorter
· Septuagint Exodus & Hebrew Exodus differ in many places according to order of verses & inclusion/exclusion of words & material.

· The order of the books is different & often the names differ (in Hebrew we have I & II Samuel & I & II Kings, in the Septuagint I-IV Kings among the Former Prophets; & in Hebrew among the Writings we have I & II Chronicles, in the Septuagint I & II Paraleipomena [“things left out”]).

· Whereas in the Hebrew version the Prophet Daniel is placed among the Writings & therefore assigned a position of lesser spiritual authority, in the Septuagint Daniel is ranked not only among Prophets, but as one of the major Prophets, together with Esaias (Isaiah), Jeremias (Jeremiah) & Ezekias (Ezekiel).

However, even when comparing the 2 texts of the same book, there are often notable differences. The following are a few representative examples:

	Hebrew
	Septuagint

	And God called the light Day, and the darkness He called Night. And the evening and the morning were the first day. (Genesis 1:5)
	And God called the light Day, and the darkness He called Night. And there was evening and there was morning one day
. (Genesis 1:5)

	And the LORD God took the man and put him into the Garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it. (Genesis 2:15)
	And the LORD God took the man whom He had formed and placed him in the Paradise of Delight
 to work it and to keep it. (Genesis 2:15)

	How goodly are thy tents, O Jacob, and thy tabernacles, O Israel! As the valleys are they spread forth, as gardens by the river’s side, as the trees of lignaloes which the LORD hath planted, and as cedar trees beside the waters. He shall pour the water out of his buckets, and his seed shall be in many waters; and his king shall be higher than Agag, and his kingdom shall be exalted. (Numbers 24:5-7)
	[the prophecy of Balaam] How goodly are thy habitations, O Jacob, and thy tents, Israel! As shady groves are they spread forth, as gardens by a river, and as the tents which God pitched, Israel, and as cedar trees beside the waters. There shall come a Man out of his seed and He shall rule over many nations; and the kingdom of Gog shall be exalted, and his kingdom shall be increased. (Numbers 24:5-7)

	There shall come a Star out of Jacob, and a Scepter shall rise out of Israel, and shall smite the corners of Moab and destroy all the children of Sheth. (Numbers 24:17)
	[the prophecy of Balaam] A Star shall arise out of Jacob, a Man shall rise out of Israel
; and shall crush the princes of Moab and shall spoil all the sons of Sheth. (Numbers 24:17)

	When the Most High divided to the nations their inheritance, when He separated the sons of Adam, He set the bounds of the people according to the number of the children of Israel. (Deuteronomy 32:8)
	When the Most High divided the nations, when He separated the sons of Adam, He set the bounds of the nations according to the number of the angels of God
. (Deuteronomy 32:8)

	The LORD said unto my Lord: Sit Thou at My right hand, until I make Thine enemies Thy footstool. The LORD shall send the rod of Thy strength out of Zion. Rule Thou in the midst of Thine enemies! Thy people shall be willing in the day of Thy power; in the beauties of holiness, from the womb of the morning, Thou hast the dew of Thy youth. The LORD hath sworn and will not repent: Thou art a priest for ever, after the order of Melchizedek. (Psalm 110:2-4)
	The LORD said unto my Lord: Sit Thou at My right hand, until I make Thine enemies the footstool of Thy feet. A scepter of righteousness shall the LORD send unto Thee out of Sion; rule Thou in the midst of Thine enemies! With Thee is dominion in the day of Thy power; in the splendour of Thy Saints. From the womb of the morning star have I begotten Thee. The LORD hath sworn and will not repent: Thou art a Priest for ever, after the order of Melchizedek.
 (Psalm 109:2-4)

	Therefore the Lord Himself shall give you a sign: Behold, a young woman shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His Name Emmanuel. (Isaiah 7:14)
	Therefore the Lord Himself shall give you a sign: Behold, a Virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His Name Emmanuel.
 (Isaiah 7:14)

	After this Job lived one hundred and forty years, and saw his sons and his sons' sons, even four generations. So Job died, being old and full of days. (Job. 42:16-17)
	And Job lived after his affliction an hundred and seventy years, and all the years he lived were two hundred forty; and Job saw his sons and his sons’ sons, the fourth generations. And Job died, an old man and full of days; and it is written that he will rise again with those whom the Lord raises up
. (Job. 42:16-17)


These are but a very few of the innumerable ways, at times very sharply & at other times very subtly, that the Septuagint Old testament, when compared with the received Hebrew text, finds its fulfillment in our Lord Jesus Christ & in His New Testament or Covenant with the New Israel the Church. When Old Testament quotes are found in the New Testament, especially in St. Paul’s epistles, the Epistle to the Hebrews & the Gospel of St. Luke, nearly all are taken from the Septuagint rather than the received Hebrew text. It was undoubtedly the Holy Scriptures referred to throughout the New Testament. In short the Septuagint was the Old Testament of the Church.

It was only in the 3rd century in the East with Origen (185-232) & in the West with St. Jerome
 (340-420) that doubts began to arise about the Septuagint as compared to the received Hebrew text & that attempts by these 2 men & certain of their disciples were made to accommodate the Septuagint to the Hebrew text. Their logic for such an approach was that since the received Hebrew version is in the language of the Jews, it must be more authentic than the Greek translation.
 In general such accommodations were & are not accepted in the Orthodox Church. Continuing use of the Septuagint by Orthodox Churches is explained by Bishop Kallistos (Timothy) Ware
As something that lives & is understood within the Church [and where it] differs from the “original Hebrew” (which happens quite often), Orthodox believe the changes in the Septuagint were made under inspiration of the Holy Spirit & are to be accepted as part of God’s continuing revelation (The Orthodox Church: New Edition, pp. 199-200)
Even the often ill-tempered St. Jerome grudgingly admitted in the Preface to the Vulgate (his translation & the standard Roman Catholic version) that he was “Willing to let that be the true translation which had apostolic approval”, the Septuagint version of the Old Testament.
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St. Symeon the God-Receiver

The following words, taken from St. Seraphim of Sarov’s Conversation with his disciple Motovilov, describe the role of 1 of the above translators:

The Holy Spirit foretold to St. Simeon, who was then in his 65th year [as he was 1 of the 70 (72) & who had been assigned to translate passages from the Prophet Isaiah, especially the passage from 7:14, “Behold a Virgin shall conceive & bear a Son & shall call His Name Emmanuel”], the mystery of the virginal conception & birth of Christ from the all-pure, Ever-Virgin Mary. Afterwards, having lived by the grace of the All-Holy Spirit of God for 300 years, in the 365th year of his life he said openly in the Temple of the Lord that he knew for certain
 through the gift of the Holy Spirit that this was that very Christ, the Saviour of the world, Whose supernatural conception & birth from the Holy Spirit had been foretold to him by an angel 300 years previously.
News from the Parish
On Sun. Jan. 20th, 2008, our newly-inducted Parish council met to elect its new officers for the year 2008. The following were elected:

· Chair
   

Monica (Paula) Lambert         
· Vice-Chair

Anne (Jan) Mai
           
· Treasurer        

Patrick (Willis) Bell

· Secretary        

Seraphima (Dena) Berquist
You will be receiving in the mail very soon a copy of our finalized budget for the year 2008, a letter of explanation & pledge forms for 2008. 

* Big Fat Greek Dinner: We are still seeking donations of items for our Annual Big Fat Greek Dinner to help to defray some of the costs. Remember that it is essential that you get out & sell tickets & give us a head count as soon as possible.

* The Pastor’s Discretionary Fund: From time to time either needs arise from within our community or emergency assistance is sought by individuals or families from outside. This discretionary fund is designed to address those needs. The Council established certain procedures for dispersing funds as needed. (1) cash will not be given out; (b) if the need is genuine, we will pay directly bills for such services as gas, electric, water, etc.; (c) we are also trying to set up a voucher system with certain restaurants, gas stations & grocery stores. It is hoped that in this was genuine needs will be met in a fair & equitable manner.

News from St. Mary Magdalene Mission
Our catechetical classes continue following the Coffee Hour on Sat. afternoons. God wiling, one of our catechumens, Wanda Teabee will be received into Holy Orthodoxy through Chrismation on Sat., Feb. 16th.

On Sun. evening Feb. 2nd, our OCF resumed their regular monthly meetings.
On Sun., Jan. 27th, we had a showing of the award-winning Russian film “Ostrov” (The Island) in the auditorium of the Manhattan Public Library. This was shown by the Library itself as part of the monthly Film Festival so there was quite a good attendance. After the film, the Mission served refreshments, & the discussion afterwards was fairly lively. All in all, it was a very successful & rewarding afternoon.

News from World Orthodoxy

· His Beatitude Teoctist, Patriarch of the Orthodox Church of Romania, fell asleep in the Lord on July 30, 2007.
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His Beatitude Daniel was elected as Patriarch of the Orthodox Church of Romania on Sept. 12, 2007.

· His Beatitude Christodoulos, Archbishop of Athens, head of the Autocephalous Orthodox Church of Greece, fell asleep in the Lord on Mon., Jan. 28, 2008, at the age of 69. On Feb. 7, 2008, the Holy Synod of the Church of Greece will convene to elect his successor.
News of the Parish & Diocese
Sat., Feb. 2nd
Feast of the Meeting of the Lord in the Temple (Presentation/ Purification/ Candlemas)

Feb. 5th-8th
Annual Clergy Retreat for the Diocese of Wichita, retreat-master, Dr. Christopher Veniamin, Professor of Patristics, St. Tikhon’s Orthodox Seminary, South Canaan, PA 

Sat., Feb. 16th 
Chrismation of Wanda Teabee (Manhattan)
Sun., Feb. 17th 
Baptism of Raphael (Reeve) Mai.
Sat., March 1st 
Annual Big Fat Greek Dinner
Mon., March 10th 
Pure Monday (First day of Great Lent)
Tues., March 25th Feast of the Annunciation
Sun., April 20th 
Entrance of the Lord into the Jerusalem (Palm Sunday)
Sun., April 27th 
Great & Holy Pascha (Easter)


June 18th-20th: 
4th Annual Parish Life Conference of the Diocese of Wichita, hosted by Sts. Constantine & Helen, Dallas
June 29th-July 5th: Camp St. Raphael, 1st Session

July 6th-12th: Camp St. Raphael, 2nd Session

May their Memory be Eternal!

· On Mon., Dec. 31st, our sister in Christ Mary-Joseph (Rikki) Hale fell asleep in the Lord. May God grant her rest in the Paradise of Delight.
· On Tues., Jan. 15th, Rita Gordy, mother of Seraphima (Dena) Berquist & wife of Travis Gordy, fell asleep in the Lord. May God have mercy upon her soul.
Prayer Requests:
· For the health of Travis Gordy, widowed father of Seraphima Berquist. 

· For the health & full recovery of Basil (Bill) Sabo.
· For the health of Joseph Shively.
· For the health of John Osborn (a patient at the Good Samaritan Home, 815 N. Rathsay, Minneapolis, KS  67467  (785) 392-2162).
· For the health of the Very Rev’d Fr. Thomas Neustrom.

· For the health of Fr. Chad Hatfield & Kh. Thekla, Provost of St. Vladimir’s Seminary, 575 Scarsdale Rd., Crestwood, NY, 10707, Phone (914) 961-8313, ex. 339, email: hatfield@svots.edu

· For the repose of the soul of James (Richard) Hale (March 25th).
· For the repose of the soul of Sharon Lewis (Tues., March 27th), sister of reader Andrew Walker
· For the repose of the soul of Helen Russin (Sept. 27th)

· For the repose of the soul of William E. Craig (Nov. 2nd), sometime priest, Christ Cathedral, & convert

· For the Repose of the soul of Betty Wilson (Nov. 15th), sister of Kh. Lukie Neustrom. 
· For the repose of the soul of Beulah King (Nov. 22nd), mother of Fr. James King & Fr. Deacon Douglas, his brother.

· For the repose of the soul of Mary-Joseph (Rikki) Hale, who fell asleep in the Lord on Mon., Dec. 31st
· For the repose of the soul of Rita Gordy (Jan. 15th), mother of Seraphima Berquist
God Grant You Many, Many Blessed Years!

Names' Days
Lil Philips & Nancy Fawcett (Venerable Mother Brigid Abbess of Kildare, Feb. 1), 

Brian McCallum (Holy New-martyr Krisios, Feb. 12), 

Christian Yetter (Holy Kristos the Gardener, Feb. 12), 

Addie Houchin (Holy Prophetess Mariamna, sister of the Holy Apostle among the 12 Philip, Feb. 17) 

& Theodore Stavropoulos (Holy Martyr Theodore the General, Feb. 17).

Birthdays

Layne Lloyd (Feb. 4), Preston Gapter (Feb. 7), Nancy Fawcett (Feb. 8), 

Joshua Houchin (Feb. 9),Aleksey Andreev (Feb. 11), Katherine Stavropoulos (Feb. 15), Allissa Houchin & Adrienne Gapter (Feb. 19), John Mai & Jennifer Klapp (Feb. 23) & Lois Johnson (Feb. 25).
Wedding Anniversaries

Reese & Donna Baxter (Feb. 3) David & Carol Pantle (Feb. 12) 

& Janeane & Jerry Houchin (Feb. 28).













� Not to be confused with the book of “Ecclesiastes”.


� From which we derive our modern word “Museum”. This great library was a project patronized & ex�panded by all the members of the Ptolemy dynasty, which finally ended with the death of � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cleopatra_VII_of_Egypt" \o "Cleopatra VII of Egypt" �Cleopatra VII Thea Neotera� (� HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/51_BC" \o "51 BC" �51 BC�-� HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/30_BC" \o "30 BC" �30 BC�), lover of Mark Anthony.


� It is sometimes stated that all the books not found in the current Hebrew canon are inauthentic because they were have no Hebrew original. This however, is an ex�aggeration. Among the Dead Sea Scrolls, frag�ments of at least 2 of these works, Tobit & the Wisdom of Jesus the Son of Sirach or Ecclesiasticus, have been found.


� The Fathers of the Church are quite insistent that day one of creation was unique & not merely the first in a series.


� “Paradise” highlights far better the wondrous beauty of the place in which our first-parents dwelt & from which they, and, through them, we ourselves, fell. After the Flood it was removed from this earth & is the “place” which Christ opened at His Resurrection, taking all those whom He had brought forth from Hades. It is the place in which the righteous await in peace & rest their own res�urrection.


� Both this & the above passage relate to the coming of Christ, the Messiah. 


� Each of the heavenly bodies & each nation or people on the earth has an angel guardian. It is only at Bap�tism that each Christian receives also a guardian angel.


� These references in the LXX Psalm 109 are fundamental to an understanding of the Epistle to the He�brews.


� This verse as given in the LXX is foundational for the doctrine of the Lord’s Virgin birth. It is quoted in this form in St. Matthew 1:23.


� Not only does the LXX give more detailed information, it clearly teaches both Job’s & our res�ur�rec�tion.


� The earlier Latin version, the Itala, was merely a Latin translation of the Septuagint. St. Au�gustine, a con�temporary of St. Jerome, staunchly supported the use of the Itala & the su�periority of the LXX over the Hebrew text saying: The Jews, envying us our translation of their Law & Prophets, have made alterations in their texts in order to undermine the au�thority of ours” (De Civitate Dei 15:11).


� A similar argument was later raised by the Protestants at the time of the Refor�ma�tion for their rejection of the Septuagint &, especially for their relegating those books for which, at the time, no Hebrew text could be found, to an appendix at the end of their Bibles, & for their subsequent removal of those same books. There were, however, other motives why Pro�testants wished to remove these books from their Bibles. They contained clear witness to certain practices of which all the reformers dispproved: (a) Prayers for the departed (II Mac�cabees 15:39-45 & Tobit 12:1-15); (b) the intercessions of departed holy figures, the Pro�phet Jeremias (II Maccabees 15:12-16) & (c) the ministry of the angels & their intercessions (Tobit 12:1-15)


� Lit. “palpably recognized” or “perceptibly realized.”





