A Cloud of Witnesses

March, 2005 

(Antiochian Women’s Month)
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The season of the virtues now has come and the Judge is at the door. Let us not hold back with darkened face, but let us keep the Fast, offering tears, contrition and almsgiv​ing; and let us cry: Our sins are more in number than the sand of the sea; but Deliver​er of all, forgive each one of us, that we may receive an incorruptible crown.
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The following is an homily of St. Theodore (759-826), abbot of the monastery of St. John Stu​di​on in Constantino​ple. It was de​​liv​ered to the monks in the an​cient monastery of St. John the life of which he had re​form​ed, adapt​ing the use of the great Pa​les​tin​ian monastery of St. Sab​bas. He was a staunch de​​fend​er of the Orthodox ven​er​ation of the holy icons during the second phase of the iconoclasm (813-843) & laid a sound theological foundation for their final re​​stor​ation. 
The Annunciation
On the incarnate dispensation of our Lord Jesus Christ, & that we should celebrate spiritually. It was spoken on the day of the Annunciation.

[image: image2.png]


Brethren & fathers, the Annunciation is here, & it is the first of the Feasts of the Lord, & we should not simply celebrate as most do, but with un​der​standing & with reverence for the Mys​tery. What is the Mystery? That the Son of God be​​comes Son of man, us​ing the holy Virgin as the means, dwell​ing in her & from her fash​ion​ing for Himself a temple & becoming per​​fect man. Why so? That He might ransom those under the law, as it is writ​​ten, & that we might re​​ceive sonship [Gal. 4:5.]; that we may no longer be slaves, but free; no long​er sub​ject to the passions, but free of passions; no longer friends of the world, but friends of God; no longer walking accord​ing to the flesh, but according to the spir​it. Those who walk according to the flesh, think the things of the flesh; those who walk ac​cording to the spirit, the things of the spirit; for the thought of the flesh is death; but the thought of the spirit, life & peace. And so the thought of the flesh is hostile to God, for it is not sub​ject to the law of God. Indeed it cannot be. Those who are in the flesh cannot please God [Rom. 8:5-8]. In brief this is the pow​er of the Mys​​tery, & this is why we should celebrate spiritually & behave spir​​itually, with holiness & justice, with love, with gentleness, with peace, with for​bearance, with goodness, with the Holy Spirit [II Cor. 6:6], so that as far as we our​selves are concerned we do not render the dispensa​tion of our Lord Jesus Christ empty & ineffectual. 

Not only that, but we should both pray & grieve for the world. Why so? Be​cause the Son of God came to save the world, & the world rejects Him. Tribes & languages reject Him; the bar​barian [non-Chris​tian] nations reject Him, those who have had His holy Name invok​ed up​​on them [received holy Bap​tism] re​ject Him, some through abandoning the faith [apostasy], oth​ers through their evil [sin​ful & un​re​​pentant] lives. What should He have done & did not do? Be​ing God He became man, He hum​bled Him​self, becom​ing obedi​ent unto death, the death of the Cross [Phil. 2:8]; He gave us His Body to eat & His Blood to drink; He allow​ed us to call Him Fa​ther, Brother, Head, Teach​er, Bride​groom, Fel​low-heir & all the oth​er titles which there is no time to mention now. And still He is re​​ject​ed, & still He bears it. For, He says, I have not come to judge the world, but to save the world [John 12:47]. 

What then is there to say, brethren? That the gen​u​ine disciples are griev​​ed by the re​jections of their fel​low-disciples, thus showing love both for the Teach​​​er & for the disciples. So too, genuine ser​vants suf​​fer in the same way from the desertions of their fellow-servants [fel​​low-Christians]. This is why the great Apostle [St. Paul] orders that we should offer supplications, prayers, entreaties, thanks​givings on behalf of all mankind, for kings & for all in high pos​itions [I Tim. 2:1-2]; & elsewhere he says this on the subject, I speak the truth in Christ, I do not lie, my conscience bears witness with me in the Holy Spirit, that I have a great grief & unceasing anguish in my heart; for I have pray​ed that I might be anathema [be cursed] to Christ for the sake of my breth​ren, my kins​men ac​cord​ing to the flesh [Rom. 9:1-3]. You see the power of love? You see the height of friendship? Moses shows it too when he says to God, If Thou wilt for​give them their sin, forgive; if not, wipe me out of the book which Thou hast written [Exodus 32:32]. So we too, as gen​u​ine & not counter​feit dis​ci​ples, should not only look to what concerns our​selves, but we should grieve & pray for our broth​ers & for the whole world; for by so doing what is pleasing to the Lord we shall become inheritors of eternal life, in Christ Jesus our Lord, to whom be the glory & the might with the Father   the Holy Spirit, now & for ever, & to the ages of ages. Amen
Saturday of the Souls
Our solidarity with the whole of the Church, the Body of Christ, means, that we are one with the Church triumphant, the holy angels, the saints & the righteous in Paradise. This is certainly true, but we are also join​ed to those of our brethren, who in this life were in​corporated into Christ’s Body through Holy Baptism, but, dying unrepentant, now find them​selves in the darkness of Hades. Those in​cor​por​ated into Christ remain His members, even though their present state may be one of wretched​ness; & they will re​main united to the angels, the saints & the righ​teous on high & to us, the Church mil​i​tant who are struggling in this world until the last & final judg​ment, when terrible angels will separate the good​ly wheat from the tares. Un​til that day a bond per​sists, & that Bond is none other than of all-holy & life-giv​ing Spir​it. In the Holy Spirit the in​ter​ces​sions of the saints & the pray​ers of faithful Chris​tians for our departed lov​​ed ones have great power to move God to mer​cy in their be​half. Christ our Head has con​​​quer​ed death. The gates of Hades, which He burst asun​der, still stand agape. Death for Chris​tians is not a firm & im​pas​sable wall se​par​at​ing our world of the living from that of the dead; rath​er, a light veil through which, in the Holy Spir​it, love can free​ly pass. God, moved by the pray​ers of the saints & of the living faith​ful, by their acts of char​ity in behalf of the departed &, above all, by the offering of the Holy Sacrifice of the Divine Li​turgy for them, may send a suf​fer​ing soul’s guar​​dian angel in​to the very depths of Hades to lead him out & to bring him into Paradise. This pow​er of Christian love to penetrate even to the depths of Hades is one of the greatest con​so​la​tions of our faith. 
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Because of this holy & divine blessing, we remember our be​loved relatives reg​ularly, & es​pecially on the 3rd, 9th, 40th days, 6 month & yearly after their passing, pray​ing fervently that God keep them in eternal remembrance. But twice a year, on the Saturday before the Sun​day of the Last Judgment & on the Saturday before Pen​tecost, we offer the Divine Liturgy & the Trisagion Pray​ers of mer​cy for the re​pose of the souls of all departed faithful, not only of those whom we have known, but also those whose passing has been unmarked, who died at sea, in war, etc., with no relative or friend to pray for them. Let remembrance of the faithful de​parted in our prayer, our acts of charity & holy Liturgies ever form a prominent and privileged place in our practice of our holy Faith.
News of the Parish Council (Sun., Feb. 20th)

* Patrick Bell noted we are operating under the budget approved in December 2005 until the budget drafted on January 30, 2005 is approved.

* Patrick also noted that an anonymous donor paid for our $868.25 bill for fixing the outdoor lighting.

* Larry Gapter will donate flowers & vegetables to help raise funds for Fr. Daniel’s discretionary fund.

* Reader Jeremiah Houchin reported on the results of his & Fr. Daniel’s meeting with Bishop Basil to discuss our present fin​​ancial crisis based on our 2005 budget. After careful scrutiny of our budget, His Grace made the following suggestions very concrete suggestions:

· His Grace stated that it is essential that we establish clear criteria for membership. He stated that “membership” should be open all practicing Orthodox Christians 18 years of age (even those living at home) or older, who attend services regularly, pay their Archdiocese assessment (currently $35.00 per baptized soul per year) & make & fulfill a pledge. One who is in both sacramental & fiscal good standing with the parish is eligible (1) to vote in General or Special Parish Meetings, (2) to be nominated & elected to parish office & (3) to be entitled to use the sacramental services of the Church (weddings & burial) for free. He provided us with a copy of the letter which is annual sent to all parishioners of St. George Cathedral prior to the Annual Parish Meeting. He further suggested that a schedule of fees be established for those who are not members in good standing of All Saints or of another Orthodox parish who may wish to use the services of the Church.

· His Grace also stated that we should immediately cancel our weekly ad in the local paper since, in general, such advertising is very ineffectual in attracting new members.

· His Grace also suggested that our budget be restricted to essential parish expenses & that projects such as organizational activities (Antiochi​an Women, Teen SOYO, etc.) be self-supporting & that the special trays (Theological education, St. Vladimir’s Seminary & the Patriarchate) be supported entirely from free-will offerings by the parishioners. Dona​tions should be sought for all sacristy needs (wine, incense, etc.) & out-reach projects (Pro​ject Alaska, the diocesan Mission Fund, etc.). 

· His Grace also suggested that we need to have more fund-raising activities & suggested that our very successful annual wine festival be combined annually with an souvenir (ad) journal & that ads be solicited both locally & throughout the diocese, especially in Wichita.

* Fr. Daniel suggested that we consider taking advantage of our location in an industrial area by setting aside one day a week when we would offer for sale to workers in local businesses a lunch special (submarine sandwiches, soup & sandwich, chili & fixings, spaghetti, etc.), something which would be relatively easy & inexpensive to prepare & which would not cost a worker more than he’d pay for a MacDonald’s special. An income of $2-300.00 a week would be a great help to our fin​an​cial state. It was suggested that this proposal be presented to the Antioch Women for their input. Fr. Daniel suggested that Thursdays would be a good day to set for the project. Larry Gapter volunteered to prepare take-out meals at home to be made available for sale. Others volunteered to help with food preparation the night before.

* It was suggested that the budget, as re-worked with Bishop Basil, be presented to the parish for ratification during an up-com​ing Coffee Hour.

* East wall progress. Currently on hold but the monies in Icon Fund remain untouchable. Monica Lambert states that the Reader John will be glad to serve on an icon committee whenever we deem it possible to continue with the East Wall.

* Survey project. Reader Jeremiah reported that 19 of the 43 surveys mail​ed were returned. He & Fr. Daniel went over the re​sults. The result were distributed to the Council members & will be discussed at a future date.

* Meatfare Talent Show will be re-scheduled to Pascha, following Agape Vespers & the Lamb Dinner due to a conflict with the youth symphony.

* Our Teen SOYO. fundraiser made about $200.00 for the organization.

* Church cleaning will be done via volunteers who sign a sign-up sheet. Duties will be performed on a monthly basis.

* Big Greek Dinner. No additional news beyond Reader John’s update at coffee hour was added. He reported we have raised nearly $1000 so far & sold nearly half the tickets.

* Parish Life Conference. June 9-12 in Sioux City, Iowa.  Fr. Daniel & 2 members of the congregation who are authorized by the Parish Council are eligible to cast votes for All Saints in the 1st diocesan Assembly of the Diocese of Wichita & Mid-America.

* Fr. Daniel reported that he has met with 3 Episcopelian couples in Manhattan who are interested in establishing a Western Rite Orthodox community. He will be giving introduction to Orthodoxy classes in Manhattan for them & any other in​ter​ested individuals.

* Samuel Wygal urged that we use his video for recruitment purposes. We will send a copy to St. George’s Cathedral along with a letter of thanks for their help throughout the past decade. Warm expressions for gratitude to Sam were made by all present for all the wonderful work which he has done to provide us with such an excellent resource, the video “Divine Transformation”. It was noted that the video is available for purchase, $12.00.

* Fr. Daniel informed us that the Kansas Deanery informed us that on Wed., March 9th, the feast of the Holy 40 Martyrs of Se​bastia, the clergy of the 8 parishes & missions of the deanery will gather for the celebration of the Divine Liturgy (10:00am), followed by brunch & discussion.

* The schedule of Lenten Services will be, substantially that of preceding years.

* Mother Cassiana has informed us that she would very much like to visit All Saints during Lent. We hope that our rejuven​ated Antioch Women will extend to her a hearty invitation soon. She will be returning to Romania in July for some time.

* Near the end of July, the Archdiocese Convention will be held in Detroit. All Saints is entitled to 1 vote in addition to that of Frs. Daniel & Thomas. Although no agenda has yet been announced, it is anticipated that His Beatitude Ignatius IV Hazim, Greek Orthodox Patriarch of Antioch & All the East will attend & preside.

News from St. Mary Magdalene Mission

The original body of faithful at All Saints may feel a bit of nostalgia at the lat​est news from our Mission in Manhattan. A group of Episcopalians here, unhappy with the current state of their confession, or at least of its lo​cal church in North Amer​ica, are beginning to explore Orthodoxy. Three couples met with Fr. Daniel & Fr. John Flora of St. Michael the Arch​angel Mission (Western Rite), Wichita on Saturday February 19, & we have word from other sources that a larger group is interested.

Fr. Daniel has graciously committed his Thursdays during Great Lent to a course on Orthodoxy 101 for the benefit of all in​quirers. Since our earlier un​dertaking of this project lacked the consistency which such an focused course requires, it was decided to begin anew during lent. Although any who were participating in the earlier program are welcome at all sessions, they may want to give the 1st or 2nd sessions a miss. We welcome as many of our regular members who wish to deepen the knowledge of the faith. Spread the Good News; bring a friend!
News of the Parish & Diocese
Mon., March 14th: Pure Monday, 1st day of the Great Lenten Fast

April 8th-10th: Lenten Teen Retreat (sponsored by Ss. Constantinople & Helen, Dallas)
April 15th-17th: Annual Men’s retreat (sponsored by St. George Cathedral, Wichita), Capuchin Center for Spiritual Life, Victoria, KS
Sun., April 24th: Palm Sunday & the beginning of the Great & Holy Week.

Sun., May 1st: The Holy & Great Pascha (Passover) of the Lord.
June 9th-12th: Parish Life Conference of the Diocese of Wichita & Mid-America, Sioux City, Iowa

Sun., June 26th: Feast of All Saints (our Patronal Festival)

June 16th-July 2nd: Session 1, Camp St. Raphael

July 3rd-9th: Session 2, Camp St. Raphael

July 25th-31st.: 47th Archdiocese Convention, St. George, Troy, MI.

Thank You
Sincere “Thanks” to Bill Fekas our “in-house” chef extraordinaire, to the read​er John Lambert, chairman, & to one & all who helped & supported our An​nu​al Big Fat Greek Dinner. Because of generous donations to help defray ex​penses, we realized a profit of over $2,000.00. A job well done!
Prayers are requested

· Please keep in your prayers, Sarah Megan, sister of Kh. Thek​la Hatfield & Sidney Gray. Her address is: 1338 Main St., Concord, MA 01742

· Please remember in your prayers our shut-ins: Sophia Osborn & Richard (James) & Rikki (Joseph-Mary) Hales

· Please remember in your prayers the soul of Richard Markley, brother of Lil Philips, an opera singer in the Chicago area who was found stabbed to death in his apartment on Sat., evening, February 26.
From our beloved hierarch a response to our condolences on the falling asleep in the Lord of his dear mother
Most sincere thanks for the many prayers, cards, phone calls, emails, mem​orial contributions sent to the Diocese of Wichita's "Bish​op Basil Mis​sions Endowment Fund," & other expressions of sympathy upon the falling asleep in Christ of our mother GENE​VI​EVE ESSEY on February 24, 2005. May God grant repose to your departed loved ones & long life to you & your families.

 +BASIL, Bishop of Wichita & Mid-America

Mr. & Mrs. Charles (Shirles) King of Ruffsdale, PA

Mr. & Mrs. David (Heidi) Waugaman of N. Huntingdon, PA

God Grant You Many, Many Blessed Years!

Names' Days
David Innes, David Yetter & David Litchfield (Our Venerable Father David, Bishop of Menevia, March 1), Fr. Chad Hatfield  (Our Father among the Saints Chad, Bishop of Lichfield,  March 2), Allison Muchow (Our Venerable Mother Anastasia of Alexandria, March 10), 

Willis Bell (Our Venerable Father Patrick, Evangelizer of Ireland, March 17) & Janine Walker  (Our Venerable Father John of Sinai, Author of The Ladder of Divine Ascent, March 30).

Birthdays
Linda Innes (March 1), Nik Stavropoulos (March 6), Jeff Walker (March 7), 

Willis Bell (March 10 ),Grant Hays & Addie Houchin (March 16), Casey Law & William Sabo (March 17), Alexander Bahrim, Craig Shwery & David Litchman (March 18) 

& Alison Archer (March 21).
Wedding Anniversaries
David & Lynda Innes (March 10). 
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