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Today He Who hanged the earth in the midst of the waters is hanged upon the Tree 

(of the Cross).
He Who is the King of the angels is arrayed in a crown of thorns.

He Who wraps the heavens in clouds is wrapped in the purple of mockery.

He Who in the Jordan set Adam free receives blows upo+n His face.

The Bridegroom of the Church is transfixed with nails.

The Son of the Virgin is pierced with a spear.

We venerate Thy Passion, O Lord.

Show us also Thy glorious Resurrection.
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Orthodox Holy Week
(Excerpted & adapted by the Lenten Triodion by Bishop Kallistos [Ware])
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Saturday of Lazarus. This day, along with Palm Sun., occupies a special position between Lent & Holy Week. Following the 40 days of penitence which have just ended, & immediately before the days of darkness & mourning which follow in the week of the Passion, there come 2 days of joy & triumph on which the Church keeps festival. The Sat. before Palm Sunday celebrates the raising of Lazarus at Bethany (John 11: 1-46). This miracle is performed by Christ as a reassurance to His disciples before the coming Passion: they are to understand that, though He suffers & dies, yet He is Lord & Victor over death. The resurrection of Lazarus is a prophecy in the form of an action. It foreshadows Christ’s own Resurrection 8 days later, & at the same time it anticipates the resurrection of all the righteous on the Last Day: Lazarus is ‘the saving first-fruits of the regeneration of the world’. As the liturgical texts emphasize, the miracle at Bethany reveals the 2 natures of Christ the God-man. Christ asks where Lazarus is laid & weeps, showing the fullness of His manhood, involving as it does human ignorance & genuine grief for a beloved friend. Then, disclosing the fullness of His divine power, Christ raises Lazarus from the dead, even though his corpse has already begun to decompose & stink. This double fullness of the Lord’s divinity & His humanity is to be kept in view throughout Holy Week, & above all on Great Friday. On the Cross we see a genuinely human agony, both physical & mental, but we see more than this: we see not only suffering man but suffering God.
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Palm Sunday. ‘Blessed is He that comes…': this is the feast of Christ the King—welcomed by the children at His entry into Jerusalem, & to be welcomed likewise by each of us into our own heart. ‘Blessed is He that comes …' —that comes not so much out of the past as out of the future: for on Palm Sun. we welcome not only the Lord who entered Jerusalem long ago, riding on a donkey, but the Lord who comes again in power & great glory, as King of the Future Age. Palms & branches are blessed at Orthros & held during the rest of the service.
Holy Week: Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday. On the days following His entry to Jerusalem, Christ spoke to His disciples in particular about the signs that will precede the Last Day (Matt. 24 & 25); & so this forms the theme of the 1st part of Holy Week. In Western worship, on the other hand, the ‘last things’ are commemorated mainly during the pre-Christmas season of Advent. The eschatological challenge of the first 3 days of Holy Week is summed up in the troparion & exapostilarion at Orthros. The troparion, ‘Behold, the Bridegroom comes in the middle of the night…', is based on the parable of the 10 Virgins (Matt. 25:1-13); the exapostilarion, ‘I see Thy bridal chamber…', on the parable of the man cast out from the feast because he had no wedding garment (Matt. 22:11-13). Here, presented in especially urgent terms, is the call that we have heard on many occasions during Lent: the End is near at hand; be watchful; repent while there is still [image: image4.png]


time. Each of the 3 days has its own particular theme:
On Wednesday we commemorate the woman that was a sinner, who anointed Christ’s feet as He sat in the house of Simon. In the hymnography of the day, the account in Matthew 26:6-13 is combined with that in Luke 7:36-50 (cf. also John 12:1-8). A 2nd theme is the agreement made by Judas with the Jewish authorities: the repentance of the sinful harlot is contrasted with the tragic fall of the chosen disciple. The Triodion makes it clear that Judas perished, not simply because he betrayed his Master, but because, having fallen into the sin of betrayal, he then refused to believe in the possibility of forgiveness: ‘In misery he lost his life, preferring a noose rather than repentance.' If we deplore the actions of Judas, we do so not with vindictive self-righteousness but conscious always of our own guilt: ‘Deliver our souls, O Lord, from the condemnation that was .' When the Triodion denounces those who rejected Christ & delivered Him to death, we recognize that these words apply not only to others, but to ourselves: for have we not betrayed the Savior many times in our hearts & crucified Him afresh? On the evening of Holy Wed. the sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick is usually celebrated in church & all are anointed, whether physically ill or not; for there is no sharp line of demarcation between bodily & spiritual sicknesses, & this sacrament confers not only bodily healing but forgiveness of sins, thus serving as a preparation for the reception of Holy Communion on the next day.
[image: image5.png]


Holy Thursday. On this day 4 events are celebrated: the washing of the disciples’ feet, the institution of the Mystery of the Holy Eucharist at the Last Supper, the agony in the garden of Gethsemane (but the liturgical texts do not dwell much on this) & the betrayal of Christ by Judas. In many churches & monasteries, there is a special ceremony of feet-washing at the conclusion of the Liturgy, with the senior priest, bishop or abbot taking the part of Christ & with 12 people the apostles. At the Ecumenical Patriarchate in Constantinople & at other Patriarchates & Autocephalous Orthodox Churches, Holy Chrism is consecrated by the Holy Synod during the Liturgy on this day; but the rite does not take place in every year. The meaning of Holy Thurs. is summed up in a text of singular beauty, repeated many times at the Liturgy, which combines the themes of Eucharistic Communion, Judas’ treachery & the confession of the Good Thief:
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At Thy mystical Supper, Son of God, today receive me as a communicant: for I will not speak of the mystery to Thine enemies; I will not give Thee a kiss like Judas; but as the thief I confess Thee: Remember me, Lord, when Thou comest in Thy Kingdom.
Great Friday. On this day we celebrate the sufferings of Christ: the mockery, the crown of thorns, the scourging, the nails, the thirst, the vinegar & gall, the cry of desolation & all that the Savior endured on the Cross; also the confession of the Good Thief. At the same time, the Passion is not separated from the Resurrection; even on this day of our Lord’s deepest self-abasement, we look forward also to the revelation of His eternal glory:
We venerate Thy Passion, O Christ: Show us also Thy glorious Resurrection. 
The Cross & the Resurrection, as we have seen, are aspects of a single, undivided act of salvation:
     Thy Cross, O Lord, is life & resurrection. 
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Fri. Orthros are usually ‘anticipated’ & held on Thurs. evening. It takes a special form, with a series of 12 Gospel readings that begin with Christ’s discourse at the Last Supper & end with the His burial. A ‘high point’ comes shortly before the 6th Gospel, when the priest carries a large Cross from the sanctuary & sets it up in the centre of the church. Here we find the principle of dramatic representation carried a stage further than hitherto, through the use not only of words but of visible actions. On Fri. morning, the Hours take a solemn form, as on the eves of Christmas & Theophany, with an Old Testament reading, an Epistle & a Gospel at each Hour. Vespers follow in the afternoon. At its conclusion, as was done earlier at Orthros, the events of Great Fri. are represented not only through words but through dramatic actions. The Epitaphion—an oblong piece of stiffened cloth on which is painted or embroidered the figure of the dead Christ laid out for burial—is carried in procession from the sanctuary to the centre of the church & is then venerated by the faithful. 
Holy Saturday. On this day we celebrate the burial of Christ & His descent into Hades. At Orthros, usually held on Fri. evening, the service begins with the ‘Lamentations’ sung before the Epitaphion in the centre of the church. The predominant note at this service is not so much that of mourning as of watchful expectation. For the time being God observes a Sabbath rest in the tomb, but we look forward to the moment when He will rise again, bringing new life & recreating the world:
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Today Thou dost keep holy the seventh day, which Thou hast blessed of old by resting from Thy works. Thou bringest all things into being & Thou makest all things new, observing the sabbath rest, my Savior, & restoring Thy strength.
At the end of the service, all go with the Epitaphion around the outside of the church, singing ‘Holy God…', exactly as they would at a funeral. And yet this is not in fact a funeral procession at all. God had died on the Cross, & yet He is not dead. He Who died, the Word of God, is Life Himself, holy & immortal; & our procession through the night signifies that He is now proceeding through the darkness of Hades, announcing to Adam & to all the dead His coming Resurrection, in which they are also called to share. In the early afternoon of Holy Sat, there follow Vespers & the Liturgy of St. Basil. Originally this service began later, in the evening & continued into the early hours of Easter Sun. morning; but now it has been moved back, & its place taken by the service of Easter Orthros, followed by the Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom. The more ancient vigil service, now celebrated on Sat. morning, has a strongly baptismal character, reflecting the period when this sacrament was administered on Easter night. The texts at Vespers are dominated by the 3 connected themes of Passover, Resurrection & baptismal initiation. To be continued. 
News of the Parish Council (Sun., March 20th)

* Treasurer’s report: Patrick presented written copies of the budget & noted we will no longer pay for advertising in the newspaper. He also reported that we collected $270.00 for the Tsunami victims & $189.00 as a donation in memory of Bishop Basil’s mother to the Bishop Basil Mission Endowment Fund.

Survey report items were summarized by the reader Jeremiah as follows.

i. Fr. Daniel’s office hours were addressed.

ii. Membership concerns about Orthodox families not attending services were raised, which involves 1 family. Contacts have been & will continue to be made.

iii. Installing a drop ceiling to reduce energy costs & addressing the problem of poor acoustics were discussed. Money is a major concern for such a project.

iv. The sick & infirm within our parish need to be loved & comforted.

v. Current events need to be in the bulletin; we agreed the new bulletin serves this purpose better than the old.

vi. We need classes on Orthodoxy; Fr. Daniel offers these in Manhattan & here as well..

vii. We need to more visible in the community. It was suggested we need more ads in the paper regarding special occasions such as Holy Week. We noted that Samuel’s video has reached others.

viii. We need to stay out of debt.

ix. We need our priest to be dynamic & round up those who are not coming to church regularly (see item 4e, ii).  

x. Our acoustics need to improve so the congregation can hear the chanters & priest. We could purchase an inexpensive remote microphone, install a drop ceiling, or purchase a sound system, but funds will have to be raised by donations.

xi. The priest needs to be more visible in the community. Fr. Daniel noted that he will contact the local ministerial association.

xii. More church visibility concerns: hosting blood drives, feeding the hungry (we have 2 food drives in the winter).

xiii. The Greek dinner needs to have more authentic Greek food.  One person noted the entrées contain too many starches. 

 xiv.  
Patrick & Monica voiced concerns that the items on the survey be brought to the parish. Reader Jeremiah will present them to the parish during coffee hour on March 27.

* The Wine Festival on August. 20 was discussed. Jeanine Houchin will again chair the event. There was some discussion about the possibility of extending it to 2 days but that was tabled until the chairperson could be present. It was suggested by His Grace Bishop Basil that we publish an ad book in conjunction with the event.

* The Antiochian Women have elected their officers: Kh. Lukie Neustrom & Lois Johnson will be co-presidents & Megan Mai will be secretary treasurer. The ladies will sponsor a rummage sale in the fall so set aside items for the sale.

* The 1st Parish Life Conference of the Diocese of Wichita & Mid-America will take place on June 9-12 in Sioux City, Iowa. Mary Ann Khoury of St. Mary’s, Wichita, has set up a bus trip, round-trip, $68.00, meal & snacks included. Our Parish is entitled to a vote by our pastor & 2 lay representatives authorized to act in behalf of the Parish at the general Assembly. Our parish together with St. Mary Magdalene, Manhattan, will purchase a half-page ad in the souvenir journal. Our portion was donated.

* July 27-31, the Archdiocese Convention will be held in Detroit. All Saints is entitled to 1 vote in addition to that of Frs. Daniel & Thomas. Although no agenda has yet been announced, it is anticipated that His Beatitude Ignatius IV Hazim, Greek Orthodox Patriarch of Antioch & All the East will attend & preside.

* The Service schedule for Holy Week & Pascha will be as in previous years. Please remember the Lamb Dinner, following the Agape Vespers on Pascha afternoon. This year we will also have our annual talent show at the time as well.

* Fr. Daniel reported that the clergy of the Kansas Deanery of the Diocese of Wichita gathered here at All Saints on Wed., March 9, the Feast of the Holy 40 Martyrs of Sebastia, for the Divine Liturgy. Following the Liturgy there was a brunch & discussion. Fr. Daniel thanked Ardyce Bell for her assistance at the brunch.

* The annual Men’s Lenten Retreat with Bishop Basil will be held in Victoria, April 15-17.

* Fr. Daniel reported that there is the strong possibility that Christopher Morris, our parish seminarian, presently finishing his 2nd year at St. Tikhon’s Seminary, together with his wife, Anastasia, will be spending some time with us this summer.

News from St. Mary Magdalene Mission

Activity has blossomed at the Mission with the arrival of the "Lenten Spring". We are regularly offering Great Compline on Mondays and Small Compline with the Akathist Hymn on Fridays, both at 7:00 PM. Fr. Daniel is with us every Thursday evening to lead our "Orthodoxy 101" classes for our catechumen, an inquirer and a variable and vibrant group of the Mission faithful.

During K-State's spring break, a workday saw new drywall attached to the ceiling of the narthex, and soon the time will come for the lawn mowing rotation to return as life stirs in the Mission's garden.

We look forward to another Pascha celebrated with our mother parish when we have 'crossed the great sea of the fast'.  Struggle well.

News of the Parish & Diocese
Sun., May 1st: The Holy & Great Pascha (Passover) of the Lord.

Sun., May 8th: St. Thomas Sunday with Blessing of the Graces
June 9th-12th: Parish Life Conference of the Diocese of Wichita & Mid-America, Sioux City, Iowa

Sun., June 26th: Feast of All Saints (our Patronal Festival)

June 16th-July 2nd: Session 1, Camp St. Raphael

July 3rd-9th: Session 2, Camp St. Raphael

July 25th-31st.: 47th Archdiocese Convention, St. George, Troy, MI.

Prayers are requested

· Please keep in your prayers, Sarah Megan, sister of Kh. Thekla Hatfield & Sidney Gray. Her address is: 1338 Main St., Concord, MA 01742

· Please remember in your prayers our shut-ins: Sophia Osborn & Richard (James) & Rikki (Joseph-Mary) Hales

· Brian & Ramona McCallum, who on, March 10, became the parents of a daughter, Lilija Marie. 
God Grant You Many, Many Blessed Years!
Names' Days
Grant Hays (Holy Apostle Titus, April 1), George Norton, Georgette Yetter, George Stavropoulos & Gia Kvaratskelia (Holy Great Martyr George the Trophy-Bearer, April 23), 

Elizabeth Lindgren, Shannon Berquist & Kara Elizabeth Reith 

(Venerable-Martyr Elizabeth the New-Martyr, April 24), 

Jason Hatfield (Holy Apostle among the 70 Jason, April 29) 

& Dick Hale (Holy Apostle James, brother of St. John the Theologian, April 30).

Birthdays
Kristoff Lindgren (April 5), Rikki Hale (April 7), Stan Ehler (April 8), 

Fr. Daniel Griffith (April 11), Jason Hatfield (April 17),Ken Danneberg (April 20), 

Janeane Houchin (April 28).
Wedding Anniversaries
Ken & Claire Danneberg (April 21). 

Response of the Antiochian Orthodox Archdiocese 

to the Falling Asleep of Pope John Paul II
We join in mourning the loss of Pope John Paul II, the great leader of the Roman Catholic Church. At the same time we rejoice in his ministry, & the legacy of compassion that he leaves to the world. He touched many people of all races & religions by his example of caring, love & compassion. He also served as a strong example of what it means to suffer & die with grace. He has “fought the good fight” (2 Timothy 4:7)






