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Paschal Greeting
(transliterated)
(English) Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed!
(Greek) Khrístos anísti!

Alethós anésti!
(Slavonic) Khristós Voskrése!

Voyéstino voskrése!
(Arabic) Al-Masíh qám!

Hákan qam!
(Romanian) Histós a inviát!

Adevarát a inviát!
(Spanish) Christo a resucitado! 
En verdad ha resucitado!
(Swedish) Christus ar uppstánden! 

Han ar vérkligen uppstánden!
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Homilies of the Holy Fathers 

for Great &Holy Week &  Holy Pascha
This year, let the holy Fathers, those revered & eloquent teachers of the faith, lead us on our pilgrimage through Holy & Great Week, the Week which leads to the joyous celebration of Christ’s victory over death and Hades, over sin and the devil and his minions, the enemies who have tyrannized our human race from the time of the Fall of our First-Parents.
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 Blessed is he the Comes in the Name of the Lord. 
Blessed is the King of Israel.

St. Andrew, 
Archbishop of Crete (+740)

Let us go together to meet Christ on the Mount of Olives. He returns from Bethany & proceeds of His own free will toward His holy & blessed Passion, to consummate the mystery of our salvation. He Who came down from heaven to raise us from the depths of sin, to raise us with Himself we are told in Scripture, “above every sovereignty, authority & power, & every other name that can be named”, now comes of His own free will to make His journey to Jerusalem. He comes without pomp or ostentation. As the Psalmist says, “He will not dispute or raise His voice to make it heard in the streets”. He will be meek & humble, & He will make His entry in simplicity. Let us run to accompany Him as He hastens toward His Passion, & imitate those who met Him then, not by covering His path with garments, olive branches or palms, but by doing all we can to prostrate ourselves before Him by being humble & by trying to live as He would wish. Then we shall be able to receive the Word at His coming; & God, Whom no limit can contain, will be within us. In His humility Christ entered the dark regions of our fallen world, & He is glad that He became so humble for our sake, glad that He came & lived among us & shared in our nature in order to raise us up again to Himself. & even though we are told that He has now ascended above the highest heavens – the proof, surely, of His power & Godhead – His love for man will never rest until He has raised our earthbound nature from glory to glory & made it one with His own in heaven. So let us spread before His feet, not garments or soulless olive branches, which delight the eye for a few hours & then wither, but ourselves, clothed in His grace, or rather, clothed completely in Him. We who have been baptized into Christ must ourselves be the garments that we spread before Him. Now that the crimson stains of our sins have been washed away in the saving waters of Baptism & we have become white as pure wool, let us present the Conqueror of death, not with mere branches of palms, but with the real rewards of His victory. Let our souls take the place of the welcoming branches as we join today the children’s holy song: “Blessed is He that comes in the Name of the Lord. Blessed is the King of Israel”.
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The Bread of Heaven & the Cup of Salvation

St. Cyril, Archbishop of Jerusalem (+386)
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On the night He was betrayed our Lord Jesus Christ took bread &, when He had given thanks, He broke it & gave it to His disciples & said, “take, eat, this is My Body”. He took the cup, gave thanks & said, “Take, drink: this is My Blood”. Since Christ Himself has declared the bread to be His Body, who can have any further doubt? Since He Himself has said quite categorically, “This is My Blood”, who would dare to question it & say that it is not His [own most precious] Blood? Therefore, it is with complete assurance that we receive the Bread & Wine as the [true] Body & Blood of Christ. His Body is given to us under the symbol [outward form] of bread, & His Blood is given to us under the symbol [outward form] of wine, in order to make us, by receiving Them, one body & blood with Him. Having His Body & Blood in our members, we become bearers of Christ & sharers, as St. Peter says, “in the Divine nature”. Once, when speaking to the Jews, Christ said, “Unless you eat the My Flesh & drink My Blood you shall have no life in you”. This horrified them, & they left Him. Not understanding His words in a spiritual [though real] way, they thought the Saviour wished them to practice cannibalism. Under the old covenant, there was shewbread, but it came to an end with the old dispensation to which it belonged. Under the new covenant, there is Bread from Heaven & the Cup of Salvation. These sanctify both soul & body, the Bread being adapted to the sanctification of the body, the Word to the sanctification of the soul. Do not, then, regard the Eucharistic Elements as ordinary bread & wine; they are in fact the Body & Blood of the Lord, as He Himself has declared. Whatever your senses may tell you, be strong in faith. You have been taught, & you are firmly convinced that what looks & tastes like bread & wine is not bread & wine, but Body & Blood of Christ. You know also how David referred to this ages before when he sang, “Wine maketh glad the heart of man. To make his face cheerful with oil; & Bread strengtheneth man’s heart”. Strengthen your heart, then, by receiving this bread as spiritual Bread, & bring joy to the face of your souls. May purity of conscience remove the veil from the face of your souls so that by contemplating the Glory of the Lord, as in a mirror, you may be transformed from glory to glory in Christ Jesus our Lord. To Him be glory for ever & ever. Amen.
The Power of Christ’s Blood

St. John Chrysostom, 
Archbishop of Constantinople (+407)

If we wish to understand the power of Christ’s Blood, we should go back to the ancient account of its prefiguration in Egypt. “Sacrifice a lamb without blemish”, commanded Moses, “and sprinkle its blood on your doors”. If we were to ask him what he meant, & how the blood of an irrational beast could possibly save men endowed with reason, his answer would be that the saving power lies not in the blood itself, but in the face that it is a sign of the Lord’s Blood. In those days, when the destroying angel saw the blood on the doors he did not dare to enter, so how much less will the devil approach now when he sees, not the figurative blood on the doors, but the true Blood of the lips of believers, the doors of the [true] temple of Christ. If you desire further proof of the power of this Blood, remember where it came from, how it ran down from the Cross, flowing from the Master’s side. The Gospel records that when Christ was dead, but still hanging on the Cross, a soldier came & pierced His side with a lance & immediately there poured forth water & blood. Now the Water was a symbol of Baptism & the Blood, of the Holy Eucharist. The soldier pierced the Lord’s side, he breached the wall of the sacred temple. I have found the treasure & made it my own. So also with the Lamb: the Jews sacrificed the victim, & I have been saved by it. “From His side there flowed forth Blood & Water”. Beloved, do not pass over this mystery without thought; it has yet another hidden meaning, which I will explain to you. I said that Water & Blood symbolized Baptism & the Holy Eucharist. From these two mysteries the Church is born: from Baptism, “the cleansing water that gives rebirth & renewal through the Holy Spirit”, & from the Holy Eucharist. Since the symbols of Baptism & the Eucharist flowed from His side, it was from His side that Christ fashioned the Church, as He had fashioned Eve from the side of Adam. Moses gives a hint of this when he tells of the story of the first man & makes him exclaim, “Bone from my bone & flesh from my flesh!” As God then took a rib from Adam’s side to fashion a woman, so Christ gives us Bood & Water from His side to fashion the Church. God took the rib when Adam was in a deep sleep, & in the same way Christ gave us the Blood & the Water from His own death. So you understand, then, how Christ has united His Bride to Himself & what Food He gives us all to eat? By one & the same Food we are both brought into being & nourished. As a woman nourishes her child with her own blood & milk, so does Christ unceasingly nourish with His own Blood those to whom [image: image4.jpg]


He Himself has given life.
The Lord Descends into Hades

St. Epiphanius, 
Bishop of Cyprus (+403)
Something strange is happening – there is a great silence on earth today, a great silence & stillness. The whole earth keeps silence because the King is asleep. The earth trembled & is still because God has fallen asleep in the flesh & He has raised up all who have slept ever since the world began. God has died in the flesh & Hades trembles with fear. He has gone to search for our first-parent as for a lost sheep. Greatly desiring to visit those who live in darkness & in the shadow of death, He has gone to free from sorrow, the captives, Adam & Eve, He Who is both God & the Son of Eve. The Lord approached them bearing the Cross, the weapon that had won Him the victory. At the sight of Him Adam, the first man He had created, struck his breast in terror & cried out to everyone, “My Lord be with us all”. Christ answered him, “And with your spirit”. He took him by the hand & raised him up, “Awake, O sleeper, & rise from the dead, & Christ will give you light”. “I am your God, Who for your sake have become your Son. Out of love for you & your descendants I now by My own authority command all who are in bondage to come forth, all who are in darkness to be enlightened, all who are sleeping to arise. I order you, O sleeper, to awake. I did not create you to be held a prisoner in Hades. Rise from the dead, for I am the Life of the dead. Rise up, work of My hands, you who were created in My image. Rise, let us leave this place, for you are in me & I am in you; together we form only one Person & we cannot be separated. “For your sake I, your God, became your Son; I, the Lord, took the form of a slave; I, Whose home is above the heavens, descended to the earth & beneath the earth. For your sake, for the sake of man, I became like a man without help, free among the dead. For the sake of you, who left the garden, I was betrayed to the Jews in a garden, & I was crucified in a garden. “See on My face the spittle I received in order to restore to you the life I once breathed into you. See there the marks of the blows I received in order to refashion your warped nature in My image. On my back, see the marks of the scourging I endured to remove the burden of sin that weighs upon your back. See my hands, nailed firmly to a Tree for you who once wickedly stretched out your hand to a tree [the tree of the knowledge of good and evil]. I slept on the Cross & a sword pierced My side for you who slept in Paradise when brought forth Eve from your side. My side has healed the pain in yours. My sleep will rouse you from your sleep in Hade. The sword that pierced Me has sheathed the sword that was turned against you. Rise, let us leave this place. The enemy led you out of the earthly Paradise. I will not restore you to that Paradise, but I will enthrone you in Heaven. I forbade you the that was only a symbol of life, but see, I Who am Life Itself am now tree one with you. I appointed cherubim to guard you as slaves are guarded, but you now I make them worship you as god. The throne formed by cherubim awaits you, its bearers swift & eager. The Bridal Chamber is all adorned, the banquet is ready, the eternal dwelling-places are prepared, the treasure-houses for all good things lie open. The Kingdom of Heaven has been prepared for you from all eternity.”
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Christ is Risen
St. Maximus, Bishop of Turin(+467)

Christ is risen! He has burst open the gates of Hades & let the dead go free; He has renewed the earth through the members of His Church now born again in Baptism & has made it blossom afresh with men brought back to life. His Holy Spirit has unlocked the doors of Heaven, which stand wide open to receive those who rise up from the earth. Because of Christ’s Resurrection, the thief ascends to Paradise, the bodies of the blessed enter the Holy City, & the dead are restored to the company of the living. There is an upward movement in the whole of creation, each element raising itself to something higher. We see Hades restoring its victims to the upper regions, earth sending its very dead to Heaven, & Heaven presenting the new arrivals to the Lord. In one & the same movement, our Saviour’s Passion raises men from the depth, lifts them up from the dead & sets them in the heights. Christ is risen! His rising brings life to the dead, forgiveness to sinners & glory to the Saints. And so David the Prophet summons all creation to join in celebrating the Paschal Festival. “Rejoice & be glad”, He cries, “on this day which the Lord has made”. The light of Christ is an endless day that knows no night. Christ is this Day, says the Apostle; such is the meaning of his words, “Night is almost over; Day is at hand”. He tells us that night is almost over, not that it is about to fall. By this we are meant to understand that the coming of Christ’s light puts Satan’s darkness to flight, leaving no place for any shadow of sin. His everlasting radiance dispels the dark clouds of the past & checks the hidden growth of vice. The Son is that Day to Whom the Day, which is the Father, communicates the Mystery of His Divinity. He is the Day Who says through the mouth of Solomon, “I have caused an unfailing Light to rise in Heaven”. And as in Heaven no night can follow day, so no sin can overshadow the righteousness of Christ. The celestial day is perpetually bright & shining with brilliant light; clouds can never darken its skies. In the same way, the light of Christ is eternally glowing with luminous radiance & can never be extinguished by the darkness of sin. This is why John the evangelist says, “The Light shines in the darkness, & the darkness has not able to overcome it”. And so, my brethren, each of us ought surely to rejoice on this holy day. Let no one, conscious of his sinfulness, withdraw from our common celebration, nor let anyone be kept away from our public prayer by the burden of his guilt. Sinner he may, indeed, be, but he must not despair of pardon on this day which is so highly privileged; for if a thief could receive the grace of Paradise, how a Christian be refused forgiveness?
News from St. Mary Magdalene
Again this year, the Mission will offer those Holy Week services which can be served as Reader’s Services: Bridegroom Orthros on the evenings of Sun.-Tues. 1-3 April at 6:00 PM, the Royal Hours of Great & Holy Fri. at 9:00 AM on 6 April, & the Agape Vespers on Pascha at 4:00 PM.

The much-delayed annual meeting of the Mission accepted the offer of Aurelian Pirosca to renovate the bathroom & kitchen of St. Mary Magdalene House, & authorized the immediate purchase of much-discounted marble floor tile to be used in the project.

A belated thanks to our catechumen Wanda Michel for the donation of a new bed for the bedroom of St. Mary Magdalene House.
All Saints Parish Meeting– Sun., March. 18th, 2007
Roofing – start date is after Pascha

Stewardship Campaign – Patrick (Willis) Bell said we have 11 pledges in so far. 32 pledge letters were sent out. Chair, Paula Lambert stated that she would get a list of those whose pledges we had received so far, & a list of those who received pledge letters, & personally visit with those who had not yet sent in their pledge.  

Sound System – The installation will begin after Pascha. We will use only funds already pledged to this project. It will be installed in sections, as we can afford to pay for each.

NEW BUSINESS:

Camp Raphael Attendance:  Noah & Max McCallum, & Allissa Houchin have all received full scholarships from the Order of St. Ignatius of Antioch.

Big Fat Greek Dinner:  Donations have been made to cover the cost of the Baklava, the Spanokopita & the meat. More donations of cash are needed to help pay for the remaining salad, stuffed grape leaves & drinks. Tickets & posters are available as of 3-11-2007.  Please get these out everywhere. For every ticket we sell a donor will donate $2.50. This is to aid in keeping the ticket cost at $10.00.  Please invite everyone you know to the dinner

Icon Committee:  Elizabeth (Jan) Isham is excited about doing the next icon for us (Christ at the Altar with 2 angels) & is planning to begin right after Bright Week. She stated that it should take 5 – 6 months to complete. There was discussion about how we would pay for this icon. We have a $5,000.00 credit with Jan for icons. The council consensus was to approve using what was remaining in the icon fund ($2,343.00) as cash payment to Jan for this icon & that Jan would make up the difference in cost using our credit with her. This consensus will be reported to the icon committee for discussion.

Bishop Basil’s Pastoral Visit 3/24/07 – 3/25/07

Parish Life Conference:  June 14 – 17 Fr Daniel asked all of us to help the Topeka Parish & purchase an ad in the Souvenir Journal. 

Seraphima Berquist is the coordinator of the visual arts portion of the conference. She stated that the parish hall will soon be filling up with art work.  Please do not disturb!

Addison & Joshua Houchin & Brittany Gapter & are our 3 SOYO members for the Bible Bowl, Junior Division. Either Rachel Pantle or Daniel Muchow will be an alternate.

FATHER DANIEL’S REPORT: Fr. is now sending out the bulletin via email.  It is appreciated. There will be a talent show after Agape Vespers on April 8th (the afternoon of Pascha Day). Fr. Daniel is again sponsoring & Bill Fekas is cooking a lamb dinner for us. All are encouraged to entertain those attending with their skits, presentations, etc. On the Sat. of Bright Week, we will have the hamburger & hot dog roast & pot luck. It was decided to move this event from Fri. to Sat., in order to encourage more participants.

ADDITIONAL DISCUSSION: Anne (Jan) Mai mentioned that she & the reader John had been trying to figure out how to get the parish more visibility in the community. She suggested that we could perhaps host a blood drive, a flu clinic, blood pressure clinic, or some such thing.  All agreed that this would be a good idea & Jan was encouraged to look into it & report back.

Jan also suggested this: The room currently used as an office & located next to Fr. Daniel’s office has nice natural light & is hardly used now, but could become a meeting room for small groups, which would eliminate some of the heating & cooling of the parish hall. We could switch that room & the current library.

Seraphima said the only shelves that would need to stay in the current library are those that have service related items housed on them.  All thought this a good idea.
St. Thomas Sunday
On April 15, the first Sunday after Pascha, as has been the custom, following the Divine Liturgy & the Coffee Hour, we will gather at our cemetery plot to pray for our dearly departed Orthodox brothers & sisters & to rejoice with them in the Resurrection of the Lord. However, this year the special highlight of our annual visit will be the blessing of the beautiful new Cross & Icon which adorn the site, a gift of our beloved Fr. Thomas & the handiwork of his son, Mike.
Big fat Greek Dinner
The date to remember on your calendar is April 21st. That is the 5th Annual Big Fat Greek Dinner to be held in our Parish Hall with continuous serving beginning at 5:00pm. This is also an invitation to our Manhattan & Hillsboro brother & sisters to come & join us. The meal, prepared by Bill Fekas & his trusty assistants, will be traditional in nature & delicious in taste. All are welcome.
So remember the date; mark it in bright letters on your calendar or on the door of the refrigerator & plan to come, eat & lend a hand. Bring your friends (your enemies too, if, God forbid, you have any). They’ll be sure to enjoy themselves & to leave happy & well-sated. This is a major undertaking for our Parish & all funds earned are very much needed. 







Reader John (Lambert)







Project Chairperson

Memory Eternal!
On Sun., March 25th, the feast of the Annunciation, our dear brother in Christ James (Richard) Hale, fell asleep in that Lord. We extend our sincerest condolences to his beloved wife Mary-Joseph (Rikki) Hales & to all their children Patricia, Richard, Stephen & Timothy & their families.
News of the Parish & Diocese
Holy Week Schedule
Sun. April 1st: Entrance of the Lord into the Jerusalem (Palm Sunday)


Orthros, 8:30am




Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom & Procession, 9:30am


Bridegroom Orthros, 7:00pm

Mon., April 2nd: Holy & Great Monday


Presanctified Divine Liturgy, 6:30am


Bridegroom Orthros, 7:00pm

Tues., April 3rd: Holy & Great Tuesday


Presanctified Divine Liturgy, 8:00am


Bridegroom Orthros, 7:00pm

Wed., April 4th: Holy & Great Wednesday


Presanctified Divine Liturgy, 6:30am

The Holy Mystery of the Prayer-Oil (Unction) for the Healing of Soul & Body, 7:00pm

Thurs., April 5th: Holy & Great Thursday

Vesperal Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great (ff by Washing of the Feet), 8:00am


Service of the 12 Passion Gospels & Veneration of the Holy Cross, 7:00pm

Fri., April 6th: Holy & Great Friday

The Royal Hours, 8:00am (Helpers will be needed to prepare the bier of Christ following this service.)
The Vespers of the Removal from the Cross, 4:00pm (the vigil before the tomb, beginning at the conclusion of this service, will continue until the Vigil Liturgy on Holy Sat. morning.)
The Service of Lamentations & Procession with the Winding-Sheet, 7:00pm

Sat., April 7th: Holy & Great Saturday


The Vigil Liturgy of St. Basil the Great, 9:30am (Elizabeth [Michelle] & Jace [Anastasia] Stephenson will be received into the Holy Church through the  Holy Chrism [Anointing of the Holy Spirit])


The Midnight Office,10:30pm


The Paschal Orthros, 11:00 pm

Sun., April 8th The Great & Holy Pascha (the Christian Passover, Easter).
The Paschal Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom, 12:05am (Baskets will be blessed at the conclusion of the Liturgy & our Paschal feast will follow)
Agape Vespers, 4:00pm (Manhattan)

Agape Vespers (Salina), 4:00pm (All are cordially invited to a lamb dinner hosted by Fr. Daniel  following the service.)
Sat., April 21st: Annual Big Fat Greek Dinner
June 14th-17th: 3rd Annual Parish Life Conference of the Diocese of Wichita & Mid-America, hosted by Ss. Peter & Paul, Topeka (at the Capitol Plaza Hotel, 1717 SW Topeka Boulevard, Topeka; room rate for up to 4 people $88.00 + tax)
June 24th-30th: 1st Camping Session, Camp St. Raphael
July 1st-7th: 2nd Camping Session, Camp St. Raphael
July 23rd-29th: Archdiocese Convention, hosted by St. Nicholas, Montreal

Sat., Aug. 25th: Annual Blessing of the Vineyard

Prayer Requests: 
· Fr. Thomas Neustrom, whose health continues to weaken.
· For the health of Joel, Catherine & Roman Mai.
· Rikki (Mary-Joseph) Hale (Oakdale Plaza Apartments, 128 S. Oakdale, Salina, KS).
· Those who keep our seminarians running: 

1. Fr. Chad Hatfield & Kh. Thekla, the Dean & assistant at St. Herman’s Seminary, Kodiak, Alaska

2. Reader Paul Sidebottom, instructor at St. Herman's 

· For the repose of the soul of Catherine Stavropoulos (May 28th).

· For the repose of the soul of Sophia Osborn (Sept. 17th).

· For the repose of the souls Mildred Houchin (Dec, 16th), mother of reader Jeremiah Houchin.
· For the repose of the soul of George Walker (Jan. 18th), father of reader Andrew Walker.
· For the repose of the soul of James (Richard) Hale (Sun., March 25).

Holy Bread Schedule
Please prepare 3 loaves for Sunday Divine Liturgies & 1 loaf from which the additional Lamb will be taken for the Presanctified liturgy. When there is bread needed for the Presanctified the individual responsible for the previous Sun. is asked to bake an extra loaf for the upcoming week day. One recipe may be divided into 4 loaves. Bread may be baked ahead & frozen, (1 to 2 weeks ahead) sealed in Ziploc bags with paper towel wrapped around each loaf. Thank you!
Sun., April 1 (Palm Sunday)

Lois Johnson
Holy week


Lois Johnson & Elizabeth Lindgren 

Sun., April 8 (Holy Pascha)

Anna Bell & Jan Leopold
Sun., April 15


Megan Mai

Sun., April 22


Johns Walker
Sun., April 29


Seraphima Berquist
God Grant You Many, Many Blessed Years!

Names' Days
Grant Hays (Holy Apostle Titus, April 1), 

George Norton, Georgette Yetter, George Stavropoulos 

& Gia Kvaratskelia (Holy Great Martyr George the Trophy-Bearer, April 23) & Jason Hatfield (Holy Apostle among the 70 Jason, April 29) 
Birthdays

Kristoff Lindgren (April 5), Rikki Hale (April 7), Stan Ehler (April 8), 

Fr. Daniel Griffith (April 11), Jason Hatfield (April 17),

Ken Danneberg (April 20), Janeane Houchin (April 28).
Wedding Anniversaries
Ken & Claire Danneberg (April 21).









Coffee Hour Schedule


April 8   Lamb Dinner


April 15  Bell family


April 22  Lambert-Wygal


April 29  Mai Family


May 6      Houchin-Walker-Leopold


May 13     Berquist-Lindgren


May 20    Johnson-Neustrom


May 27     Bell family











