A Cloud of Witnesses
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Christ is risen from the dead 

trampling down death by death 

and upon those in the tombs 

bestowing life.
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A Homily on the Holy Pascha by St. Proclus (+447), Patriarch of Constantinople 

Glorious is our Paschal festival; & truly splendid this great assembly of the Christian people. And within this holy mystery are contained things both old & new. The celebration of this week, or rather its joyfulness is shared by such a multitude, that not alone does man rejoice on earth, but even the powers of heaven are united with us in joyful celebration of Christ's Resurrection. For now the angels & the hosts of the archangels also keep holiday this day & stand waiting for the triumphant return of Christ our Lord, Who is King of heaven. & the multitude of the blessed likewise rejoice, proclaiming the Christ Who was begotten before the day star rose (Ps. 109:3). The earth rejoices, now washed by divine blood. The sea rejoices, honored as it was by His feet upon its waters. And ever more let each soul rejoice, who is born again of water & the Holy Spirit; & at last set free from the ancient curse.

With such great joy does Christ fill our hearts this day by His Resurrection, not alone because He gives us the gladness of this day, but because He has also given us salvation through His Passion, immortality through His Death, healing for our souls & Resurrection from our fall! & long ago, beloved, this Paschal mystery, begun in Egypt, was symbolically pointed out to us in the Old Law, in the sacrifice of the lamb. & now, in the Gospel, let us celebrate the Resurrection of the Lamb: our Pascha (Passover).

Then a lamb of the flock was slain, as the Law laid down (Exodus 12); now Christ, the Lamb of God, is offered up. There a sheep from the sheepfold; here, in place of the sheep, the Good Shepherd lays down His life for His sheep. There the sprinkled blood upon the doorposts was a sign of deliverance for the people of God; here the precious Blood of Christ was poured out for the deliverance of the whole world: that we might be forgiven our sins. There the firstborn of Egypt were slain; here the manifold children of sinners are made clean confessing the Lamb. There Pharaoh & his fearful host (army) were drowned in the sea; here the spiritual Pharaoh (Satan) with all his people is drowned in the deep of Baptism. There the children of the Hebrews, crossing over the Red Sea, sang their song of victory to their Deliverer: Let us sing to the Lord; for He is gloriously magnified (Exodus 15:1); here those found worthy of Baptism (throughout most of Christian history Easter has been the time when nearly all baptisms were administered to those who had properly prepared themselves during Great Lent.) sing their song of victory, singing: One is Holy, One is Lord Jesus Christ to the glory of God the Father.
The prophet (St. David the King) also sings: The Lord hath reigned, He is clothed with beauty (Ps. 92:1). The Hebrews, after the crossing of the Red Sea, ate manna in the desert; now, those who have come [image: image3.png]


forth from the waters of Baptism eat Bread that came down from heaven. For His is the Voice that says: I am the living Bread, which cometh forth from heaven (John 6:31).

Rightly then does Paul exclaim: Now all these things happened to them in figure: & they are written for our correction, upon whom the ends of the world are come (I Corinthians 10:11). The Jews plainly erred in not recognizing the reality: For if they had known it, they would never have crucified the Lord of glory (I Corinthians 2:8). But unhappy that they were, they did not understand that the figure served only till the Reality came. For a sculptor preparing for the king a statue of gold or silver or bronze, first makes a model of his statue in clay. & he is careful to preserve his clay model, until he has completed the real statue, from gold or silver or perhaps bronze; it being of the utmost necessity to him as the artificer. The statue made; the clay model is broken up, as useless & unnecessary. So the Jews, before the Reality came amongst men, rightly preserved the figures of what was to come. But after Our Lord Jesus Christ appeared, He Who said: I am the Light of the world; I am the Truth & the Life; I am the Resurrection (John 8:12; 14:6; 11:25), it is folly for them to cling to the figures; which no longer have even this value, that they are types & figures.

And so let the Jews, fighting against the will of God, make an end of offering a dumb sheep for the redemption of their people; for now the Spiritual Lamb, the Son of God, Who takes away the sins of the world, has been offered for us & has delivered us out of the hands of the destroyer. Let them say farewell to the old leaven; & let them receive instead the new & unleavened Bread of Truth. Let them eat no more of the wild lettuce (Exodus 12:8); for Christ has taken bitter gall for us, that He might then mingle sweetness in the fountains (baptismal fonts) which heal us. Let us then feast; but not with the old leaven, nor with the leaven of malice & wickedness; but with the unleavened bread of sincerity & truth (I Corinthians 5:8), so that after our departure from this life, we may together with the angels give praise to the Lord of glory, singing with them: The Lord hath reigned; he is clothed with beauty (Ps. 92:1). To Him be glory & honor & adoration for ever. Amen.  

News of the Parish Council (Sun., April 17th
* Fr. Daniel reminded us that we are a faith-based organization, & without our trust in the grace of God, all of our fundraisers & other efforts are in vain.

* Patrick Bell noted our termite contract is up for renewal for $500 a year.

* Patrick B. announced that the increase in general donations, candle money & the donation to cover the expenses for the men’s room repairs have helped our budget.

* Fr. Daniel will apply to the Order of St. Ignatius for funds to cover his travel to the Parish Life Conference & Archdiocese Convention.

* Patrick B. noted our energy bills have lowered, & we may wish to consider this fact in light of previous suggestions to drop the ceiling in our sanctuary and/or add ceiling fans.

* Reader Andrew W. asked for clarification about the copier cost; Patrick B. noted it is lower because of a previous credit.

* Wine Festival: Fr. Daniel asked whether anyone is willing to create an ad book for the wine festival. We decided it would be unfair to add the creation of this book to the chair’s responsibilities; however, we would welcome someone undertaking such a project.

* Maintenance/Repair: Lawrence G. said that the lawn will be cut & sprayed this week

* Conferences: Fr. Daniel reminded us that we should send 2 delegates to the Parish Life conference & 1 to the Archdiocese Convention as voting delegates from All Saints. As of yet, no one has volunteered to do so.

* Palm Sunday’s collection tray will be sent directly to the Patriarchate.

* Holy week schedule is the same as last year with the exception of the talent show after the vespers service on May 1.

* Fr. Daniel would like to show the video of Bishop Basil’s enthronement on Palm Sunday.

* Samuel Wygal is to be commended for his video of the history of All Saints; a Cub Scout parent approached Fr. Daniel to say he had seen the film on Access television & was impressed by it.

* AOCWNA: Monica L. suggested we have a booth set up at the winery festival so we could raffle a quilt & possibly sell some goods.  She also noted the rummage sale will be Friday, September 9 & Saturday, September 10.

* Fr. Daniel noted Mother Cassiana cannot visit during Lent but will visit during the pre-Christmas fast.

Fr. Daniel noted Fr. Thomas wants to add some framing to the icons of the 3 prophets in order to better anchor them; they are not properly aligned. Reader Andrew suggested we use the icon funds for any such modifications.

News from St. Mary Magdalene Mission
Lent proper for both our communities concluded with a Pre-Sanctified Liturgy at St. Mary Magdalene on April 22nd, the eve of Lazarus Saturday.  The Mission kept Great Week as best we could without a priest, offering 3 Bridegroom Services early in the week & the Royal Hours on Great Friday.

The grounds of St. Mary Magdalene House were spruced up during April,  largely through the efforts of our members come from afar:  Georgette Yetter, who planted new basil & flowers in the garden, & Tamara Nagy, who gave the  grounds a good spring cleaning.

Several work days will be organized in late May during the break between K-State's finals & summer school for improvements to the building.

Graduates & Academic Honors

Aileen Gordy Berquist will graduate on Saturday, May 21st from Maur Hill – Mount Academy with a 3.52 grade point average. Maur Hill is a private Catholic college preparatory school in Atchison, KS. Because of her leadership abilities, she was honored with the appointment of Women’s Dorm Council President (a staff appointment) this past year.  Her responsibilities included fielding questions/concerns from the other boarders, reporting to staff and the dorm council, creating and implementing service, educational & recreational projects for the dormitory inhabitants, and serving as liaison for the dorm to the student council. She was instrumental in coordinating the school’s participation in “Clean Up Atchison Day”, which was April 23rd, 2005. Aileen is on the president’s honor roll & was given the job of public relations/personal assistant to the President of the Board for the school during the Fall semester of 2004. Her responsibilities included researching and writing about alumnus of the school for publication in various magazines for which she received an “A” credit in independent study/journalism. Aileen sang the national anthem for many home sporting events, had a lead role in drama productions, & created & taught choreography to the school choir, of which she was a member. Aileen attended the school for her junior and senior years.  Her previous education includes home-schooling for 7½ years as well as private & public education.  Because of her diverse educational experience, her academic ability, and her love of learning, Aileen was chosen for early decision to attend St. John’s College in Santa Fe, New Mexico.  St. John’s is a unique liberal arts institution, the curriculum of which is based upon the Great Books of Western Civilization. Aileen will be home in Salina for the summer and will work at Gutierrez restaurant.  

Ashley (Elizabeth) Houchin: I’m not sure if the surrounding restaurants will give me a discount, but I definitely qualify as a ‘SENIOR!’ A ‘senior’ in High School, that is, at Southeast of Saline High School in Gypsum, KS. My graduation will be at Southeast on Sunday, May 15 at 2:00pm. Next year, I am planning on continuing my education while attending Baker University in Baldwin City, KS. Being a legacy, on my mother’s side, had some persuasive effects on my decision to attend Baker. I am looking at majoring in Elementary Education with a minor in music, or art, or psychology, or…etc. Who knows, maybe I’ll just minor in them all? 

Well, I invite you all to come to my graduation ceremony & afterwards to our (non-Lenten) BBQ! 

God Bless, Ashley
Christian Yetter will graduate from Manhattan High School later this month. This fall he will attend the University of Iowa in Iowa City, majoring in English. His connections with Iowa will begin earlier, as during the summer he will be attending a session of the Iowa Young Writers' Studio.  The high reputation of the writing program at Iowa was a major consideration in his choice of universities.

Peter Christian Marbais will, on May 14th, be awarded a Ph.D in English Literature by the College of Arts and Sciences of Kent State University in Kent, Ohio.
Camp St. Raphael

Noah McCallum, Stefan Nagy & David Pantle will be campers this July. They will each receive a full scholarship from the Order of St. Ignatius of Antioch. Ashley Houchin will be one of the counselors.

Memory eternal!

· On Sun. April 10, 2005, His Eminence Iakovos, retired Greek Orthodox Archbishop of North America, fell asleep in the Lord at age 93.

· On Sun. April 17, 2005, the Very Rev’d Fr. John Platko (age 53), Pastor of Holy Trinity (OCA) Orthodox Church, Kansas City, fell asleep in the Lord due to pancreatic cancer.
News of the Parish & Diocese
Mon., May 30th: Candlelight Memorial for the Unborn (Mount Calvary Cemetery), 8:30 p.m.

Wed., June 8th: Eve of Ascension


Vesperal Divine Liturgy, 6:00p.m.

June 9th-12th: Parish Life Conference of the Diocese of Wichita & Mid-America, Sioux City, Iowa

Sun., June 19th: Feast of Pentecost

Sun., June 26th: Feast of All Saints (our Patronal Festival)

June 16th-July 2nd: Session 1, Camp St. Raphael

July 3rd-9th: Session 2, Camp St. Raphael

July 25th-31st.: 47th Archdiocese Convention, St. George, Troy, MI.

Sat., August 21st  Annual Wine Festival

Sept. 9th-10th: Rummage Sale sponsored by Antiochian Women

Please return your Lenten Alms Boxes!

Prayers are requested

· Please keep in your prayers, Sarah Megan, sister of Kh. Thekla Hatfield & Sidney Gray. Her address is: 1338 Main St., Concord, MA 01742

· Please remember in your prayers our shut-ins: Sophia & Sarah/Martha Osborn & Richard (James) & Rikki (Joseph-Mary) Hales

· Please keep in your prayers the reader Paul Sidebottom, from our parish, instructor at St. Herman’s Seminary, Kodiak, Alaska & Christopher & Anastasia Morris, also from our parish, 2nd– year students, St. Tikhon’s Orthodox Seminary, South Canaan, PA.
Names' Days
Jerry Houchin (Holy Prophet Jeremiah, May 1), Laura Baxter (Venerable Mother Pelagia, May 4), Paul Lambert (Holy Mother Monica, May 6), Helen Russin & Helen Yetter (Holy Empress Helen, May 21) Layne Lloyd (Holy Martyr John the Russian, May 27) & Lynda Innes, Eleanor Smith & Sara Osborn (Martha, Sister of St. Mary & St. Lazarus of Bethany, June 4).

Birthdays

Michael Klapp (May 3), Donna Baxter (May 7), Christopher Klapp & Dick Hale (May 9), 

Nicolas Yetter (May 10), Joanne Muchow (May 15), Robert Lindgren (May 19), Cindy Osborn (May 23) & George Stavropoulos (May 24).
Wedding Anniversaries

David & Christina Litchman (May 2) & Jack & Paula Lambert (May 12). 







