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Christ is risen from the dead trampling down death by death and upon those in the tombs bestowing life.
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St. Thomas Sunday
By Archbishop Dmitri of Dallas & the South (OCA)
(The following is a brief reflection on the Gospel reading for the Sunday after Pascha, John 20:19-31)
When the disciples had gathered on the new Passover (Pascha), the Lord’s Day or Resurrection Day, Jesus entered the room where they were – “the doors being shut... for fear of the Jews” – stood in the midst of them & showed them His hands & side. Christ then greeted them with that salutation, retained by the Church through the ages, with which the priest greets the faithful at each of the important moments of the Divine Liturgy & other services: “Peace be to you.” Twice our Lord delivers this message of peace to His disciples that “first day of the week.” We are reminded in this of the Savior’s words before the Crucifixion: “My peace I leave with you, My peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you” & “these things I have spoken unto you, that in Me ye might have peace.” (John 14:27; 16:33) The Resurrection, of which the beloved disciples were witnesses, was the confirmation of Christ’s entire life of prophecy & sacrifice. It was a reassurance that the peace He had come to give the world was not vain or imagined. Nor was it peace on strictly a human level, for example the absence of war or strife among men. Rather this peace was the presence of the Prince of Peace in the midst of human existence. It was the long awaited reconciliation between God & man, & in God a profound “union of all men” as children of the Most High, a peace that the world is unable to provide or understand.
Continuing the Gospel reading for Thomas Sunday, we are told that the apostles “were glad when they saw the Lord.” Once more Christ’s words prior to His Passion are brought to mind: “I will see you again, & your heart shall rejoice, & your joy no man taketh from you.” (John 16: 22) This joy that our Lord promised His disciples is, like peace, that which is experienced in the Divine Presence. It is the same joy felt by Christians after all these centuries when they participate, through the divine worship of the Church, in the blessings of the Kingdom to come. Particularly in the Eucharist an almost inexplicable joy is experienced in an encounter with the risen Lord, in communion with His Holy Body & Blood. “For where two or three are gathered together in My Name, there am I in the midst of them.” (Matthew 18:20) “He that eateth My Flesh, & drinketh My Blood, dwelleth in Me, & I in him.” (John 6:56) In the Eucharistic gathering Christ’s glory is revealed to His disciples & they are thus strengthened & confirmed in their faith in the promises of Christ, ready to return to the world from which they were called out. “But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should show forth the praises of Him Who hath called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.” (1 Peter 2:9) (The Greek, ecclesia, from which we get the word Church means, called out.)
Then He said to them again, “Peace be unto you: as my Father hath sent Me, even so send I you. And when he had said this, He breathed on them & saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Spirit: whosesoever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; & whosesoever sins ye retain, they are retained.” (John 20: 21-23) The Church is simultaneously called out, “consecrated,” & then sent to accomplish the same work as her Founder. Christ preached repentance & the advent of a heavenly Kingdom. His mystical Body, the Church, has the same mission in this world of extending God’s Kingdom, central to which is the pronouncement of repentance & forgiveness. The Church, in God’s Name, pronounces forgiveness to all in light of a heavenly Kingdom revealed in Christ. The Church carries out her mission through the guidance & by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Now “Thomas, 1 of the 12, called Didymus, was not with them when Jesus came,” & when the others told Him, “we have seen the Lord.” He, therefore, said, “Except I shall see in His hands the print of the nails, & put my finger into the print of the nails, & thrust my hand into His side, I will not believe.” (John 20: 24-25) Thomas is like so many of us in that he would require tangible, visible proof that Christ is really active in the lives of His people, caring for creation & that He was what He claimed to be: “He that hath seen Me, hath seen the Father.” (John 14:9) Some today desire generally that kind of evidence even for God’s existence, “irrefutable” evidence making it impossible for man not to believe. That type of unquestionable, undeniable proof, we can say, will be put forth only at the end of this age, when “the Son of Man shall come in His glory, & all the holy angels with Him...” (Matthew 25:31) At that time it will indeed be quite impossible for anyone (although some may try in vain) to deny “the King of kings & the Lord of lords.” (Deuteronomy 10:17; Revelation 19:16)
God’s most important gift to man, that which identifies him as a creature made in the image of God, is free will. The Lord honors this gift. He loves man & would have man love Him freely in return. God, therefore, will not force man to accept Him, but would have him approach his Creator in faith & trust. We would do well to remember the example of St. John the Baptist. He bore witness to his Lord saying, “Behold, the Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of the world!” (John 1:29) Yet after being arrested, in a moment of hesitation or doubt, the Forerunner sent his disciples to Christ asking, “Art Thou He that should come, or do we look for another?” (Matthew 11:3) At first glance this question seems strange, indeed contradictory, for “the greatest born of women” to be asking. It is thus important to note that Jesus does not seek to answer it in some “definitive” way, irrefutable in John’s mind. Rather He responds in terms of an invitation, still beckoning His servant to place his trust freely in Him: “Go & show John again those things which ye do hear & see: the blind receive their sight, & the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, & the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, & the poor have the gospel preached to them. And blessed is he, whosoever shall not be offended in me.” (Matthew 11:4-6)
Near the end of the Gospel passage, after Thomas exclaims, “My Lord & my God,” Jesus says to him, “Because thou hast seen Me, thou hast believed; blessed are they that have not seen, & yet have beliveed.” Faith: this is the way that God would have us come to Him. “Faith,” says St. Paul, “is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” (Hebrews 11:1) People sometimes lament the fact that they did not live in Apostolic times when it would have been possible to see for themselves & talk face to face with the Incarnate Lord. In the minds of many, this would constitute tangible proof of God’s existence & alleviate any doubts concerning Christ. But would it? Israel was prepared for almost two thousand years for the Messiah’s advent. Miracles were performed by Him in the peoples’ midst. Yet, in the end, those who heard & saw Jesus for themselves wound up shouting, “Away with Him, away with Him, crucify Him.” Only a few individuals stood with Him at the foot of the Cross. One really has to wonder seriously if we would have been any different given the chance. For regardless of how & when the Lord chooses to reveal Himself it is always possible, in freedom & because of sin, to explain away that revelation.
A primary emphasis here is that the historical period in which one exists makes no difference as far as one’s relationship to Christ is concerned & his or her ability to know the Truth & live by faith. We have the mystical Body of Christ, the Church’s sacramental, liturgical life & the Lord’s promise to be with us always. We have “received the Heavenly Spirit,” & are blessed with the examples, testimonies & presence of countless saints who have gone on before us. We are literally living, right now if you will, in Apostolic times. So it seems as though we are missing the mark if we begin to demand, from God or from ourselves, objective, factual knowledge in terms of “proof,” before we can come to faith. At some point a “leap of faith,” will be required, for as mentioned above, so-called concrete evidence can always be discarded if that is what is desired. On the other side of that “leap,” though, is the knowledge that we all seek once there, there is no lack of proof. But without this faith no amount of knowledge or evidence will suffice. There will always be room for doubt & opportunities for man in his “wisdom” to deny what is so plain & simple to all who have truly found the narrow path that leads to life.
“Blessed are they that have not seen, & yet have believed.”
With his searching right hand, Thomas probed Thy life-giving side, O Christ God; for when Thou didst enter while the doors were shut, he cried out unto Thee with the rest of the apostles: Thou art my Lord & my God. [Kontakion for St. Thomas  Sunday]
A Further Reflection on the Confession of St. Thomas
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When the risen Lord appeared to the apostles eight days after His Resurrection, St. Thomas was present. The Savior bade him to touch Him, in Greek “handle Me & see”. At this St. Thomas was overwhelmed & uttered one of the most explicit & eloquent confessions of Christ’s divinity: “My Lord & my God!”

These words have always struck a deep cord in my heart. Every time I celebrate the Divine Liturgy, I, like St. Thomas “handle” Christ, for I hold in my sinful & unworthy hands His precious Body & drink from His riven side. That confession of St. Thomas, “My Lord & my God”, becomes my confession as well, uttered not only with my lips, but from the depths of my unworthy being.

Whenever the Holy Spirit comes down upon the bread & mixed chalice of wine & water, & changes them into the true Flesh & true Blood of God the Word, that holy confession should move our hearts. When we, like the holy apostle Thomas approach to touch God in Holy Communion, we should make the apostle’s simple confession our own, knowing that He, the Lord & God, is entering into us, coursing through our veins, penetrating into the very marrow of our being. There is no greater intimacy that we can share with God, for we will have become “partakers of the Divine Nature” (II Peter1:4). 

News from the Orthodox World

Lest We Forget

We Orthodox here in America, & now in nearly all of the traditionally Orthodox lands, can & do celebrate the ancient Apostolic Faith openly & our joy at the Feast of Feast, Holy Pascha can & does brighten the night skies. We can never forget that there are still places in this world where it is forbidden to celebrate the Faith or where its celebration is highly restricted. The following article about the celebration of Pascha in China was found on the Orthodox Christian News service:
“Several thousand Orthodox Chinese & nationals of other states living in China, along with the Orthodox around the world met the bright holiday of Pascha on April 27. In Beijing, many Russians, as well as believers from Belarus, Ukraine, Moldova, Kazakhstan, Serbia, Bulgaria, Macedonia, Poland, Greece, France, Great Britain, Australia & the U.S., assembled for the Paschal procession & midnight divine liturgy in the ancient building of the Russian Spiritual Mission--the Red Fangzi--on the territory of the Russian Embassy in China, the largest parish in China. Archpriest Dionisy Pozdnyaev served with deacon Alexy, a cleric from the ROCOR Diocese of Australia & New Zealand. During the Liturgy, the Gospel was read in Church-Slavonic, Russian, French, English, German, Greek & Chinese. All appointed services of Passion Week were conducted in the Red Fangzi, the former Mission's chapel in honor of St. Innocent of Irkutsk. The Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts was served on Great Mon., Tues. & Wed. In the early part of the week, the Sacrament of Prayer & Oil was conducted. There was a Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great on Great Thursday, the day of the remembrance the Mystical Supper. On Good Friday, Vespers with the Rite of Bringing out the Epitaphios & the Matins of Great Saturday with Rite of Burial were served in the Red Fangzi. On Sat. after the Divine Liturgy there was a traditional & much-loved by Russians blessing of kulich, dessert cheese & Easter eggs; home-made kulichi & skillfully painted eggs were displayed on several tables. On the Day of Pascha what has already become a traditional children’s Paschal party was organized by parishioners of the community & Sun. school pupils in the Embassy Club. "The road to the temple", a puppet play based on a Paschal story, was shown to the children & their parents. During the concert, Paschal songs & poems dedicated to Christ’s Resurrection were heard. In the daytime of April 27, about 30 Orthodox Chinese from Beijing, Shanghai & Harbin welcomed Pascha at Beijing's Roman Catholic Cathedral of the Archangel Michael, with a lay-led rite, without the participation of a priest, because under the laws of the PRC, foreign priests are not allowed to conduct services for Chinese citizens. 81-year old deacon Evangel Lu of the Chinese Autonomous Church, who was born & ordained in the Russian Spiritual Mission in Beijing, arrived for the Paschal service. Pascha was welcomeed in other cities of China - Orthodox parishes in Shanghai, Shenzhen, Guangzhou & Hong Kong. In Hong Kong, Shenzhen & Guangzhou, the services of Holy Pascha were led by Hieromonk Melety (Sokolov) (Moscow Theological Academy), who arrived at the invitation of Orthodox communities of the province of Guangdong. In Shanghai, Paschal divine services were conducted by priest Alexy Kiselevich in the building of the Consulate General of the Russian Federation. Russians & citizens from beyond China's borders attended these services.”
On a Lighter Note

First Orthodox Divine Liturgy at the North Pole

North Pole (Camp Barneo), April 6, Interfax - The 1st Orthodox Church service has been conducted at the North Pole, 90 degrees north of Greenwich. The service was performed by Archbishop Ignaty of Petropavlovsk & Kamchatka, 2 priests & a deacon of the Kamchatka diocese in a tent, put up on an ice floe specially for the occasion for a few hours, an Interfax-Religion correspondent reported. The tent, large enough to accommodate 15 worshipers, was sanctified by Archbishop Ignaty in honor of the 12 Apostles, "as a sign, that the teachings of Jesus Christ have reached the Earth's extreme boundaries." "We chanted the prokimenon - a psalm dedicated to the Apostolic service," a priest said. The temperature dropped to 25 degrees below zero when the Orthodox expedition arrived at the North Pole. The church service lasted for about 3 hours, with priests wearing white robes over their polar outfit. The psalm was chanted in the ancient Russian tradition. 5 Orthodox sacraments were performed during the service. Mayor of Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky Vladislav Skvortsov was baptized & anointed with chrism, becoming the 1st man ever to have been baptized at the North Pole. The sacrament was performed by Archbishop Ignaty.

News of the Parish & Diocese
A New Mission: a new mission, again a spin-off from our own parish of All Saints, has been blessed by the Archdiocese & placed under the heavenly patronage of the 3 Holy Hierarchs (Sts. Basil the Great, Gregory the Great & John Chrysostom) in Garden City. The core of this new mission is the McCallum family. After they were settled in their new home, they felt a deep need for the Divine Liturgy. Their loneliness was somewhat lightened when Fr. Philip Vreeland, Ramona’s father, would visit once a month or so & celebrate the Divine Liturgy. Their love for the Faith & their enthusiasm soon attracted others to Holy Orthodoxy. Converts began to be received and catechumens & inquirers approached: at least 1 family of 5 & several catechumens. Fr. Philip has now established a regular schedule, the 2nd & 3rd Sundays of each month. He plans to spend the intervening week in Garden City, working with catechumens. They have already purchased property & a building & are anxious to start adapting it for Orthodox use.
St. Mary Magdalene Mission: Since for health reasons, Fr. Daniel not permitted to drive, Fr. Joseph Longofono, pastor of Sts. Peter & Paul Orthodox Church, Topeka, has been appointed by His Grace Bishop Basil to assume pastoral oversight of the Mission of St. Mary Magdalene, Manhattan.

Holy Week at St. Mary Magdalene Mission: This year for the first time, the parishioners of St. Mary Magdalene Mission, Manhattan, to celebrate a much fuller cycle of services during Holy week & Pascha than ever before. In addition to the readers’ services which they celebrated among themselves, they were blessed by the presence of Fr. Philip Vreeland who celebrated with them on Holy & Great Wednesday night the Holy Mystery of the Prayer-Oil (Unction). Fr. Philip was also able to celebrate the Paschal Rush Service & Midnight Liturgy for them. There were at least 35 people in attendance. At 5:30pm on Pascha itself Fr. Joseph came for the celebration of the Agape Vespers.
Thurs., June 5th:
Feast of the Glorious Ascension of the Lord.

Sun., June 15th:
Feast of the Descent of the Holy Spirit -- Pentecost
June 18th-20th: 
4th Annual Parish Life Conference of the Diocese of Wichita, hosted by Sts. Constantine & Helen, Dallas
Sun., June 22nd: 
Sunday of All Saints (Patronal Festival)

June 29th:
Feast of the Holy All-Laudable Foremost of the Apostles Peter & Paul

June 29th-July 5th: 
Camp St. Raphael, 1st Session

July 6th-12th: 
Camp St. Raphael, 2nd Session
Prayer Requests
· For the health of Joel Mai.
· For the health of Travis Gordy, widowed father of Seraphima Berquist. 

· For the health of Joseph Shively.
· For the health of the Very Rev’d Fr. Thomas Neustrom.

· For the health of Fr. Chad Hatfield & Kh. Thekla, Provost of St. Vladimir’s Seminary, 575 Scarsdale Rd., Crestwood, NY, 10707, Phone (914) 961-8313, ex. 339, email: hatfield@svots.edu

· For the repose of the soul of James (Richard) Hale (March 25th).
· For the repose of the soul of Helen Russin (Sept. 27th)

· For the repose of the soul of William E. Craig (Nov. 2nd, sometime priest, Christ Cathedral, & convert

· For the Repose of the soul of Betty Wilson (Nov. 15th), sister of Kh. Lukie Neustrom. 
· For the repose of the soul of Beulah King (Nov. 22nd), mother of Fr. James King & Fr. Deacon Douglas.

· For the repose of the soul of Mary-Joseph (Rikki) Hale, who fell asleep in the Lord on Mon., Dec. 31st
· For the repose of the soul of Rita Gordy (Jan. 16th), mother of Seraphima Berquist

· For the repose of the soul of Alice Smith, sister of Kh. Lukie Neustrom.
· For the repose of the soul of John Osborn (March 28th), brother of Vernon Osborn.

Reminders
· Now that the Lenten Fast is passed, we ask that all Lenten Alm’s Boxes be returned as soon as possible.

· Please remember that we are still needing donations to 2 of the 3 annual trays for the Archdiocese: Sunday of Orthodoxy for theologian education & Palm Sunday for the Patriarchate of Antioch, our Mother Church.
May God grant many year to His newly illumined handmaiden Veronica (infant daughter of Brian & Ramona McCallum), who was born again of water & of the Spirit during the Paschal Vigil Liturgy.
God Grant Also You Many, Many Blessed Years!
Names' Days
Jerry Houchin (Holy Prophet Jeremiah, May 1), 

Laura Baxter (Venerable Mother Pelagia, May 4), 

Paula Lambert (Holy Mother Monica, May 6), 

Helen Yetter (Holy Empress Helen, May 21) 

Layne Lloyd (Holy Martyr John the Russian, May 27) 

& Lynda Innes, Eleanor Smith & Sara Osborn (Martha, Sister of St. Mary 

& St. Lazarus of Bethany, June 4).
Birthdays

Michael Klapp (May 3), Donna Baxter (May 7), 

Christopher Klapp (May 9), 

Nicolas Yetter (May 10), Joanne Muchow (May 15), 

Robert Lindgren (May 19), 

Cindy Osborn (May 23) & George Stavropoulos (May 24).
Wedding Anniversaries

David & Christina Litchman (May 2) & Jack & Paula Lambert (May 12).
















