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Blessed art Thou, O Christ our God, Who hast shown forth the fishermen as supremely wise by sending down upon them the Holy Spirit and through them didst draw the world into Thy net. O Lover of mankind, glory be to Thee.
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Those Sacred Forty Days
There is no denying that the Feast of Pascha
, true and saving Passover, stands at the center of our faith and holds center-stage in the hearts and minds of all Orthodox Christians. Yet so often we fail to appreciate the sequel to that glorious day of Christ’s victory over death.
Throughout the 40 days between Resurrection and His Ascension He appeared often to His apostles. It is most probable that the Gospels themselves only contain a small number of these appearances. By these appearances, our Lord reassured His disciples of the reality of His Resurrection by bidding them to “Handle Me and see” He also ate with them. In fact the majority of these post-Resurrection appearances are in the context of a “meal”
. 
However, He also taught them. He opened their eyes to understand the received Jewish Scriptures: the Law, the Prophets and the Writings. He taught them a “new”, or, rather, the authentic way, to read and understand them. He showed that He is the fulfillment thereof and that without Him they are but dead letters. He also opened their eyes concerning those events, those miracle and those teachings which they had witnessed during their time with Him during His 3-year public ministry, but the true significance of which they had not apprehended. You might say that, during those 40 days, He kindled sparks in their hearts, sparks which would blaze forth in dazzling glory and power when, on the day of Pentecost, the all-holy and life-giving Spirit descended upon them. These 40 day were the time when He prepared His eyewitnesses to the commission which He gave to them:
All power is given unto Me in Heaven and on earth. Go ye therefore and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you. And lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world. Amen. (Matthew 28:18-20)
The Ascension
(taken from chapter 10 of

The Doctrine of Christ: A Layman’s Handbook

By His Eminence Dimitri,

Archbishop of the Orthodox Church in America (OCA)

Diocese of Dallas and the South)
Holy Scripture contains abundant evidence of the final event in the earthly life of the Saviour, the Ascension. It was foretold in the Old Testament: “Thou hast ascended on high, thou hast led captivity captive: Thou hast received gifts for men...” (Psalm 67/ 68:18). St. Paul specifically refers this prophecy to Christ’s ascension and explains the second part of the verse as an allusion to His descent into “the lower parts of the earth”, to free those held in captivity. (Ephesians 4:8-10) 

The Lord Himself told His disciples before the Passion that He would return to the Father and that this return would prepare the way for their ascension. “I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you unto Myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.” (John 14:2, 3) And further. He says: “Yet a little while, and the world seeth Me no more ..." (v. 19) “Now I go My way to Him that sent Me...” (16:5) “I leave the world and go to the Father.” (16:28) Finally, in the high priestly prayer, He says to the Father: “I come to Thee.” 

In two of the Gospels, Mark and Luke, and in the Books of Acts, there are narrations of the event itself. “So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, He was received up into Heaven and sat on the right hand of God.” (Mark 16:19) “And it came to pass, while He blessed them, He was parted from them and carried up into heaven.” (Luke 24:51) “And when He had spoken these things, while they beheld, He was taken up; and a cloud received Him out of their sight.” (Acts 1:9) 

In Matthew, while the ascension itself is not mentioned, it is clearly implied, both by the atmosphere of a last conversation and the promise to be with the disciples until the end of the world (28:20). In John, while the Lord had made the same promise not to leave the disciples “comfortless” (lit. “orphans”) (14:18), He only makes a reference to His coming again. Yet this indicates His leaving the world (21:22). 

In Peter’s sermon on the day of Pentecost, we find this: “Being by the right hand of God exalted and having received of the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, He hath shed forth this, which ye now see and hear. For David is not ascended into the Heavens: but he saith himself, The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit Thou on My right hand ...” (Acts 2:33, 34) 
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Neither is there any lack of reference to the event and its significance in the Epistles. For example, in Ephesians, Paul, speaking of the power of God, says: “...the working of His mighty power, which wrought in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead and set Him at His own right hand in the heavenly places.” (1:19, 20) 
In Hebrews, the Apostle makes a point of the fact that it is as High Priest and Intercessor for us that Christ has entered into Heaven. “After He had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, [He] sat down on the right hand of God.” (10:12) “[He entered] into Heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us.” (9:24) 
The Fathers of the Church make many references to the Ascension and testify to the Church’s belief in every century in the literal departure in glory from the world, as recorded in Mark and Luke. For example, St. Cyril of Jerusalem says: “But when Jesus had finished His course of patient endurance and had redeemed mankind from their sins, He ascended again into the heavens, a cloud receiving Him up: and as He went up angels were beside Him and apostles were beholding ... He has ascended into Heaven from the Mount of Olives on the East. For having gone down hence into Hades and come up again to us, He ascended again from us into Heaven, His Father addressing Him, and saying, Sit Thou on My right hand, until I make Thine enemies Thy footstool, (Psalm 109/ 110): 1." (Catechetical Lectures, IV, 13, 14) 

St. Gregory the Theologian makes a point of the fact that Christ was true man in His Ascension. (Oration xii, On Pentecost)
It would be worthwhile to quote from other Fathers. They, too, relate the event itself and its significance quite consistently. Yet, the liturgical texts and the scriptural lessons prescribed for the Feast reveal perhaps with greater clarity the place the Ascension has in the Church’s understanding of the work of Christ. 

In the second Old Testament reading at Vespers, we find: “Behold the Lord hath made it to be heard in the ends of the earth, tell the daughter of Zion: Behold thy Saviour cometh: behold His reward is with Him, and His work before Him ... Who is this that cometh from Edom, with dyed garments from Bosra ... I, that speak justice and am a Defender to save. Why then is Thy apparel red, and Thy garments like theirs that tread in the winepress? ... in His love, and in His mercy He redeemed them [of the house of Israel]; and He carried them and lifted them up ...” (Is. 62:10-12; 63:1-3, 7-9 [LXX]) 
Here we see prophesied the Saviour’s return to the Father after having accomplished His work of redemption, the crucifixion with the shedding of His blood and His preparing in the Ascension the entry of all into the Kingdom of heaven. 

Christ, the Son, Who is eternally with the Father, enters into Heaven taking His glorified human nature with Him. “The angels wonder as they see a Man more exalted than they. The Father receiveth into His bosom Him Who is eternally with Him...” (1st Sticheron on Lord, I have called, at Vespers) 
“From the Fatherly bosom Thou wast inseparable, O sweet Jesus, and on earth Thou didst behave like a man. Thou hast ascended in glory from the Mount of Olives; and by Thy pity Thou didst raise our fallen nature and seat it with the Father ...” (Glory... Now... on Lord, I have called, at Vespers) 
The Saviour ascended in glory from the Mount of Olives to fill all things with His glory and to send the Holy Spirit upon the disciples. “Thou didst ascend in glory from the Mount of Olives, O Christ God, at thy disciples’ side and didst sit down at the right hand of the Father, O Thou Who dost fill all with Thy Divinity, sending to them Thy Holy Spirit, the Illuminator, Strengthener and Sanctifier of our souls." (3rd Sticheron. of the Aposticha, Vespers) 
The human nature that the Lord took to Heaven was glorified or deified, pointing to the deification of those who will be saved in Christ. “The eternal Word before all the ages, Who took a human nature and deified it in a mystical way, today doth rise ascending...” (Second Kathisma, Matins) 
In the Ascension, our Lord Jesus Christ reconciled what had been separated by man’s sin, our human bodies with the celestial. “...Having united things on earth with those in Heaven, thou didst ascend...” (Kontakion of the Feast) “O Christ, Thou didst take upon Thy shoulders the nature that had gone astray and didst present it to God the Father...” (Troparion in the 7th Ode, Matins) “Our nature, fallen of old, has been elevated above the angels, and it is seated upon the divine Throne, in a way that passeth all understanding. (Troparion in the 8th Ode, Matins) 
The Ascension completes the work of the Son inaugurated by His incarnation: having taken upon Himself our fallen human nature, “[He] took upon Him the form of a servant and was made in the likeness of men ...He humbled Himself and became obedient unto death, even the death of the Cross. Wherefore God also hath highly exalted Him and given Him a Name which is above every name.” (Philippians 2:7-9) 

Thus, it is our nature that is taken with Christ in the Ascension. This is the glorification of Christ, Who was humiliated at the time of the Passion, “that at the Name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” (vss. 10, 11) And consequently, this is the glorification of our own nature, which He came to lift up and to save from corruption and death.

Memorial Day

On Sunday, May 25th, the parishioners gathered at our cemetery plot to bless the graves of all Orthodox Christians who have fallen asleep from our parish. At that time we also blessed the new memorial marker erected at the tomb of Helen Russin.
A Sincere “Thank You”
· As we all know last winter’s severe ice storms brought down limbs and even trees throughout the area. Our parish grounds were no exception. Our church yard was littered with branches small & great. Thank God, no damage was done to our roofs or buildings. The clean-up of these large branches was undertaken by Larry Gapter, Jeremiah & Joshua Houchin.
· This passed Holy Week was a very special time, due in large part to the work of many busy hands. Many of those “busy hands” were seen cleaning, polishing, decorating the tomb, chanting for all the services & chaperoning the Holy Friday night teen sleep-over. But among those ready helpers was also our own Fr. Thomas who, though his health did not permit his presence among us, nonetheless, took it upon himself to assist with the beautification of our church-temple. It was he who purchased the geraniums which John Mai planted in the planter along the front of the building. Since our damaged trees continued to cause drop branches, our lawn was again littered during Holy Week. Fr. Thomas contacted the Salina Rescue Miission offering to pay for 3 volunteers to come & remove the newly fallen branches. This they did and graciously refused any reimbursement.

· Sat., May 24th, was a very special time for All Saints; for it marked the visit of Fr. Chad Hatfield, former pastor of All Saints & now Chancellor and Vice-Rector of St. Vladimir’s Orthodox Theological Seminary, Crestwood, NY. Fr. Chad was accompanied by Mr. Theodore Bazil, head of the External Relations & Advancement Department. After a delightful meal prepared by the ladies of our parish, Fr. Chad gave a presentation about the Seminary and the invaluable service which is provides for the whole of the Orthodox Church in North America. Special thanks are due to Fr. Thomas, who spearheaded the event, & to those who prepared the meal & those who served & those who cleaned up after (the unsung few). It was a wonderful evening.
Our Graduates
· On Sun., May 18th, Gavril Nagy graduated from Manhattan High School & has been accepted to Creighton University, Omaha, NE, on a tennis scholarship. He plans to pursue pre-med studies.  
· On Sun., May 18th, Nicholas Yetter also graduated from Manhattan High School & has been accepted to Kansas University, Lawrence, KS, & plans to major in theater, with a minor in music.
· Joshua Houchin received his Construction Trades certificate from Salina VoTech & is planning to pursue his Associates degree this fall.
Academia
· Elizabeth (Ashley) Houchin, who is entering her senior year at Baker College, has been awarded the Dean Gessner Scholarship Award in Psychology, the highest monetary award given by that department to an upperclassman.
News of the Parish & Diocese
Sun., June 15th:
Feast of the Descent of the Holy Spirit -- Pentecost
June 18th-20th: 
4th Annual Parish Life Conference of the Diocese of Wichita, hosted by Sts. Constantine & Helen, Dallas, TX

Sun., June 22nd: 
Sunday of All Saints (Patronal Festival)

Sun., June 29th:
Feast of the Holy All-Laudable Foremost of the Apostles Peter & Paul (elevation to the rank of archpriest of Fr. Joseph Longofono, pastor of Sts. Peter & Paul, Topeka)

June 29th-July 5th: 
Camp St. Raphael, 1st Session

July 6th-12th: 
          Camp St. Raphael, 2nd Session

July 21st -25th:
13th Biennial clergy Symposium of the Antiochian Archdiocese, Antiochian Village, topic: “Christianity & Islam”

Tues., July 22nd:
Feast of the Holy Equal-to-the-Apostles Mary Magdalene, patron of our Manhattan Mission.
Fri., Aug. 1st: 
Feast of the Holy Maccabees & Procession of the Cross (beginning of the Fast of the Theotokos)
Wed., Aug. 6th: 
Feast of the Transfiguration of the Lord.

Fri., Aug. 15th: 
Feast of the Dormition of the Theotokos (end of the Fast). 
Sat., Aug. 23rd: 
Annual Blessing of the Vineyard
Prayer Requests
· For the health of Travis Gordy, widowed father of Seraphima Berquist. 

· For the health of Joseph Shively.
· For the health of the Very Rev’d Fr. Thomas Neustrom.

· For the health of Fr. Chad Hatfield & Kh. Thekla, Provost of St. Vladimir’s Seminary, 575 Scarsdale Rd., Crestwood, NY, 10707, Phone (914) 961-8313, ex. 339, email: hatfield@svots.edu

· For the repose of the soul of James (Richard) Hale (March 25th).
· For the repose of the soul of Helen Russin (Sept. 27th)

· For the repose of the soul of William E. Craig (Nov. 2nd, sometime priest, Christ Cathedral, & convert

· For the Repose of the soul of Betty Wilson (Nov. 15th), sister of Kh. Lukie Neustrom. 
· For the repose of the soul of Beulah King (Nov. 22nd), mother of Fr. James King & Fr. Deacon Douglas, his brother.

· For the repose of the soul of Mary-Joseph (Rikki) Hale, who fell asleep in the Lord on Mon., Dec. 31st
· For the repose of the soul of Rita Gordy (Jan. 16th), mother of Seraphima Berquist

· For the repose of the soul of Alice Smith, sister of Kh. Lukie Neustrom.
· For the repose of the soul of John Osborn (March 28th), brother of Vernon Osborn.
· For the repose of the soul of Kh. Joanne Abdalah, wife of Fr. John Abdalah, editor of The Word, who fell asleep in the Lord of Tues., May 27th.
Holy Bread Schedule
Please prepare 3 loaves for Sunday Divine Liturgies. When there is bread needed for a mid-week Liturgy, the individual responsible for the previous Sun. is asked to bake an extra loaf for the upcoming week day. One recipe may be divided into 4 loaves. Bread may be baked ahead & frozen, (1 to 2 weeks ahead, no more) sealed in Ziploc bags with paper towel wrapped around each loaf. Thank you!
Sun., June 1


Elizabeth Lindgren

Wed., June 4 (Eve of Ascension)
Elizabeth Lindgren (1 loaf)

Sun., June 8


Lois Johnson


Sat., June 13 (All Souls)

Lois Johnson (1 loaf)

Sun., June 15 (Pentecost)
 
Anna Bell



Tues., July 1
                      
Justina Houchin (1 loaf)
Sun July 6

 
Justina Houchin

Names' Days
Lynda Innes, Eleanor Smith & Sara Osborn 

(Martha, Sister of Mary & Lazarus of Bethany, June 4) 

& Vi Wygal (Venerable Nun Anastasia (Anna) of Serbia, 
Mother of St. Savva, June 21).

Birthdays

Mary Ellen Guest (June 2), Christian Bahrim (June 8), 
George Norton (June 11), 

Fr. Thomas Neustrom (June 19), Vi Wygal (June 22) 
& Bogdana Bahrim (June 28).
Wedding Anniversaries

Fr. Thomas & Khouriya Lukie Neustrom (June 12). 



Coffee Hour Schedule


June 1       Lambert-Wygal


June 8       the Osborns


June 15     Mai Family


June 22     Houchin-Walker


June 29     Leopold Stephenson


July 6        Johnson-Neustrom


July 13       Berquist-Lindgren


July 20       the Bells


July 27        Gapter-Grey











� When we speak of Pascha, it should never be thought that the Church minimizes the significance of the cross and Passion. The two, the Passion of the Cross and the glorious Resurrection, are inextricably one.


� After the sending forth of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost, they would understand that these appearances in a “meal” context were fore-shadowings of the Eucharist, wherein they, and later, we, eat and drink Him of Who St. Thomas said; “My Lord and My God”.





