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The grace divine, which always healeth that which is infirm, and completeth that which is wanting elevateth, through the laying-on of hands, Christopher, the most devout subdeacon, to be a deacon: Wherefore, let us pray for him.
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The Office of the Deacon
And in those days when the number of the disciples was multiplied, there arose a murmuring of the Grecians against the Hebrews, because their widows were neglected in the daily ministration. Then the twelve called the multitude of the disciples unto them & said, "It is not fitting that we should leave the Word of God to serve tables. Therefore, brethren, look ye out among you for seven men of honest report, full of the Holy Ghost & wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business. But we will give ourselves continually to prayer & to the ministry of the Word." And the saying pleased the whole multitude. And they chose Stephen, a man full of faith & of the Holy Ghost, & Philip & Prochorus & Nicanor & Timon & Parmenas & Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch, whom they set before the apostles. And when they had prayed, they laid their hands on them. (Acts 6:1-6)
The above quotation from the Acts of the Apostles gives the origin of order of deacons within the apostolic Church. In the Old testament, the priests who ministered in the Temple in Jerusalem required the assistance of a corps of lesser ministers, the Levites, to perform menial but necessary tasks relating to the sacrificial cult & also various administrative responsibilities. So too the apostles quickly realized the need for a similar corps of assistant ministers & so, inspired by the Holy Spirit, established the order of deacons. Following the example of the Jerusalem Church, deacons were appointed by the apostles to assist & bishop & presbyters in each of the church which they founded. St. Paul in his first letter to Timothy, bishop of Ephesus, gives the qualification which each deacon must meet:
Likewise must the deacons be serious, not doubletongued, not given to much wine, not greedy for filthy lucre, holding the mystery of the faith with a pure conscience. And let these also first be proved; then, being found blameless, let them make use of the office of a deacon. So also must their wives be serious, not slanderers, sober, faithful in all things. Let each deacon be the husband of 1 wife, ruling his children & his own house well. For those who have ministered the office of deacon well purchase for themselves a good standing & great boldness in the faith, which is in Christ Jesus. (I Timothy 3:8-13)
The apostolic institution of the office of deacon is clearly attested in the letter of St. Clement (+99 A.D., remember that St. John’s Gospel & the Book of Revelation were written about 90 A.D.), 3rd bishop of Rome, who had been ordained by the holy apostle Peter himself:
The apostles have preached the Gospel to us from the Lord Jesus Christ; Jesus Christ has done so from God. Christ therefore was sent forth by God, & the apostles by Christ. Both these appointments, then, were made in an orderly way, according to the will of God. Having therefore received their orders, & being fully assured by the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ, & established in the word of God, with full assurance of the Holy Ghost, they went forth proclaiming that the kingdom of God was at hand. & thus preaching through countries & cities, they appointed the first-fruits [of their labors], having first proved them by the Spirit, to be bishops & deacons of those who should afterwards believe. Nor was this any new thing, since indeed many ages before it was written concerning bishops & deacons. For thus says the Scripture a certain place, "I will appoint their bishops in righteousness, & their deacons in faith."
The most eloquent attestation as to the order of the primitive Christian Church is perhaps best described by St. Ignatius, 3rd bishop of Antioch. As the holy bishop, a disciple of St. John the Theologian, was being taken to trial & martyrdom in Rome in about 107, he sent letters to various Churches. In that which he addressed to the Church of Magnesia in Asia Minor (the Mediterranean coast of Turkey), he states: 
I exhort you to study to do all things with a divine harmony, while your bishop presides in the place of God, & your presbyters in the place of the assembly of the apostles, along with your deacons, who are most dear to me, & are entrusted with the ministry of Jesus Christ, who was with the Father before the beginning of time, & in the end was revealed.
Thus the order of Christian Levites (as in the Old testament, a deacon ought not be ordained before the age of 25), the deacons were from the earliest days of the Church in valuable assistants to the bishop & to the presbyters who served with him. Originally deacons were charged with the temporal affairs of the Church. Even to this day, deacons are often appointed to administrative responsibilities in the Church, serving at times as the economos (steward or treasurer of the diocese) or a secretaries & archivists or sacristans (overseeing the sacred vessels of the altar) or at times even as overseers of a Church’s charitable institution, i.e., orphanages, hospitals, etc. They also have & still do assist in catechizing those preparing for baptism & more generally assist programs of religious education. They may even be blessed by the bishop or presbyter to preach on occasion. But, far & away, their most distinctive ministry in during liturgical services. When a deacon assists at the Great Vespers, Sunday & Festal Orthros & Divine Liturgy, he leads the faithful in the litanies, carries the Gospel Book in the Little Entrance, proclaims the Gospel appointed to the day, carries the diskos with the bread to the Holy Table during the Great Entrance, carries forth the Chalice with the Body & Blood of Christ for communion of the faithful & consumes the Holy Eucharist at the conclusion of the Liturgy. If there are great numbers of communicants, the deacon may also be appointed to administer a second chalice. In short, when a deacon assists at divine service, the bishop &/or presbyter can devote himself entirely “continually to prayer & to the ministry of the Word” [preaching], without distraction.
A deacon must be a man of good moral character & be soundly grounded in the faith of the Church. Like the priest & bishop, he must either be married before ordination or remain forever celibate, & should, God forbid, his wife die, he may not remarry.

The deacon, like the priest is ordained by the bishop through the laying on of hands & prayer. He is ordained after the completion of the great eucharistic prayer & before the litany before the “Our Father”. He is brought to the Holy Table by 2 other deacons or presbyters and, after having circumambulated it thrice, kneels upon his right knee. Placing his omophorion over the ordinands head & laying his hand thereon, he proclaims:

The grace divine, which always healeth that which is infirm, and completeth that which is wanting elevateth, through the laying-on of hands, N., the most devout subdeacon, to be a deacon: Wherefore, let us pray for him.
As all the clergy & people kneel down in prayer, the bishop says the following 2 prayers over the ordinand:
O Lord our God, Who by Thy foreknowledge dost send down the fullness of the Holy Spirit upon those who are ordained by Thine inscrutable power to be Thy servitors and to administer Thine immaculate Mysteries: Do Thou, Thyself, O Master, preserve also this man, whom Thou hast been pleased to appoint, through me, by the laying-on of hands, to the service of the diaconate, in all soberness of life, holding the mystery of faith in a pure conscience. Give unto him the grace which Thou didst give unto Stephen, Thy first martyr, whom, also, Thou didst call to be the first in the work of Thy ministry; and vouchsafe him worthy to administer after Thy pleasure the degree which it hath seemed good to Thee to confer upon him. For they who minister well prepare for themselves a good degree. And make him Thy perfect servant. For Thine are the kingdom and the power and the glory, of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, now, and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.

O God our Saviour, Who by Thine incorruptible voice didst appoint unto Thine Apostles the law of the diaconate, and didst show the first martyr, Stephen, to be of the same; and didst proclaim him the first who should fulfill the work of the deacon, as it is written in Thy holy Gospel: Whosoever desireth to be first among you, let him be your servant: Do Thou, O Master of all men, fill also this Thy servant, whom Thou hast graciously permitted to enter upon the ministry of a deacon, with all faith, and love, and power, and holiness, through the visitation of Thy holy and life-giving Spirit; for not through the laying-on of my hands, but through the descent of Thine abundant mercies, is grace given to Thy worthy ones: That he, being beyond every sin, may stand blameless before Thee in the fearful day of Thy judgment, and receive the unfailing reward of Thy promise. For Thou art our God, and to Thee we send up glory, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.
The deacon then rises & the bishop vests him in the vestments proper to his order, crying out & inviting the people’s response, “He is worthy”. The deacon serves in his proper order throughout the remainder of the Divine Liturgy.
On Seminary Life

By Christopher Morris

 “How good & how pleasant it is when brethren dwell together in unity.” When reflecting upon my experiences at seminary, this Psalm verse comes to mind. I have been sincerely blessed in the past three years to have had the opportunity to study at 2 Orthodox seminaries, St. Herman’s in Kodiak, Alaska, & St. Tikhon’s in South Canaan, PA. Both experiences have been surprisingly different. 

I still laugh to myself, remembering how I imagined what an exotic & isolated place Fr. Chad & I were headed to as we drove for days on end on our way to Kodiak. Yet living in that “remote” northern land, we were closer to movie theaters, fast food chains & Walmart than I am today, living on the East Coast. While in Alaska, I was the only white seminarian amongst a native Orthodox community. In Pennsylvania, I am among the vast majority of seminarians who converted to the Orthodox Faith as an adult. The potential shortcomings & the brilliant virtues of each place are also as different as night & day. 

Yet, for all their differences, the one thing that has been the common gold thread running through both of my seminary experiences has been my brethren. In both Alaska & Pennsylvania, God has richly blessed me through the communities of which I have become a part. I have been invited into homes, adopted by strangers & accepted as family. I have met many wonderful matushkas & future khourias. I have enjoyed charming & rambunctious little children of whom I must admit that I am at times a bit jealous; from their earliest days, they have been rooted in the Church, & their childhood memories will be so beautiful. Of all those I have been privileged to know in the past several years, however, it is my fellow seminarians—my brothers—through whom have I been most richly blessed. It is from them that I have learned the most because, whether we are studying together or praying or even laughing, everyday I have seen in them such a deep love for God.

Seminary is a wonderful time. Everything in our daily routine is centered around the Church. At both seminaries, we have studied Scripture, history & theology under exceptional teachers. In both places, we have been enlivened by spiritual role models & have found true fathers in Christ. We have spent many hours in services, singing & praying, inspired by the unique beauty of Orthodox worship. All these experiences are integral to seminary education. Yet, true Christian teaching is fully integrated & expressed in our personal relationships. For it is here that the theology of our Faith is given flesh. It is here that we can look in the face of our brother or sister & see the face of Christ. 

Over the past 3 years, I have had the opportunity to live amongst a group of men who are truly the finest I have ever known. They are the future pastors & shepherds, the priests & bishops of our Church in this land; through them & in them, we will all be blessed by God. I am as proud as I am unworthy to be among their ranks.
News of the Parish Council (Sun., June 26th)
* We were informed that during his month-long stay with us Christopher Morris & his wife Anastasia’s expenses will be met by the parishes of the Kansas Deanery. The couple will reside at the Country Inn & Suites.
* Justina Houchin stated that the winery will purchase 50 dinners at from us $15.00 which they will serve to a select clientele at a special invitation-only dinner prior to the Wine Festival. She also noted that the winery is very much expanding its facilities & should be able to accommodate 350 guests. It is, therefore, necessary that we increase the number of meals we prepare. Justina, John Stavropoulos & Bill Fekas, have agreed that we will prepare 500 meals. The schedule will be: The schedule is as follows: Blessing: 4, grape stomp with oom pah band: 4:30, Happy Hour: 5-6, Dinner & entertainment: 6-7:30. It is possible that Sam Wygal will run a Sno-Cone booth, which will be shared by the Antiochian Women’s a craft fair, chaired by Elizabeth Lindgren. Peter Marbais is sure that he can get some students from Hutchinson to help out during the festival.
* Parish Life Conference: St. Mary Magdalene covered the transportation costs. Room & events charges were approximately $350.
* The reader Jeremiah asked whether we should move forward with finishing our icons. In the discussion it was noted that the icon fund is separate from our operating budget, & we need to keep in contact with our iconographer, Jan Isham. The reader John was asked to contact Jan. 
* It was suggested that the carpenter, Duane Kleaver, from Hillsboro be contacted about possibly lowing the chanters’ stand.
* Partially dead trees were removed by Mike Neustrom; we will ask Larry Gapter to remove the stumps. The reader John volunteered to poison the roots once the stumps have been taken to ground level.
* Big Greek Dinner: the reader John will chair this event. We tentatively scheduled Sat., April 29 for this event.
* October Dinner: We tentatively scheduled a soup dinner or similar fundraiser for Sat., Oct. 15. The reader Andrew W. will chair.
* Fr. Daniel announced that it will be proposed at the upcoming Archdiocese Convention that we no longer assess parishes based upon a headcount but upon an 8% tithe of the parish’s operating budget. We can send our monthly budget & tithe to the Archdiocese. If we up the tithe to 10%, we can eliminate the trays as well. 
* Fr. Daniel noted that donations to help with chancery expenses, maybe $100 per parish, would be appreciated because the Archdiocese, while it is well staffed does not fund any secretarial staff for the bishops, i.e., the Monk Paul who assists Bishop Basil.
* The finishing work done on the icon of Christ & the framing of the 3 prophets was noted & both the worker, Mike Neustrom & the donor were commended.

News from St. Mary Magdalene Mission
This weekend (July 10th) we will offer our usual Saturday Divine Liturgy at 9:30 AM. Our celebrant will be Fr. Daniel Griffith, & we will welcome the newly ordained Fr. Deacon Christopher Morris to our altar.

Mark you calendars & invite your friends: on Fri. 22 July & Sat. 23 July we will celebrate our Matronal feast. Vespers will be offered at 6:00 PM on 22 July, with a public lecture on the real St. Mary Magdalene & The daVinci Code & light refreshments following. Invitations have been extended to the faithful of other Orthodox missions & parishes in the area to join us for the 9:30 Liturgy & a pot-luck luncheon following. 
All services are offered in the chapel of St. Mary Magdalene House, 913 Riley Lane, with other events on the grounds of St. Mary Magdalene House. For directions, or more information about the Mission or our mother parish of All Saints, Salina, visit orthodoxkansas.org or call Subdeacon David at 776-6797 or Fr. Daniel at 785 823-3735.
Memory eternal!

Sarah Megan, Sister of Kh. Thekla Hatfield & Sidney Gray, fell asleep in the Lord on Tues., June 7th. May God grant her soul rest in the bosom of Abraham & bestow His providential love & care upon her surviving husband & small children.
God Grant Many Years!
On Sun Jun 5th, Marshall & Heather (Russin) House became the proud parents of a healthy baby boy.

On Sat., June 18th, Anna (Leila Marie), infant daughter of Ramona & Brian McCallum, was born again through water & the Spirit during a baptismal Liturgy in St. Mary Magdalene Mission, Manhattan. Celebrants were Fr. Daniel & Roman’s father, Fr. Philip Vreeland, & her sponsors were Christopher & Anastasia Morris.
Parish Wish-List:

· Altar-wine ($12.00 each or $132.00 a case)

· A sound-system for the Temple (priced between $3,000.00 & 6$,000.00)).
News of the Parish & Diocese
July 25th-31st.: 47th Archdiocese Convention, St. George, Troy, MI.

Mon., Aug. 1st: Feast of the procession of the Life-Giving Cross & Commemoration of the Righteous Maccabees (Beginning of the Fast of the Theotokos)
Fri., Aug. 5th: Hierarchical Great Vespers & litya with His Grace Basil, Bishop of Wichita & Mid-America, Hillsboro, 7:00pm

Sat., Aug. 6th:
Feast of the Transfiguration of the Lord on Mount Tabor
Mon., Aug. 15th: Feast of the Dormition (falling-asleep) of the All-Holy lady Theotokos & EverVirgin Mary
Thurs., Aug. 25th: Enthronement of His Grace Mark as bishop of Toledo & the Mid-West.
Sat., Aug. 27th  Annual Wine Festival

Sept. 9th-10th: Rummage Sale sponsored by Antiochian Women

Sat., Oct. 15th Fall Dinner

Sat., Nov. 12th: Parish Thanksgiving Dinner
Oct. 21st-23rd: 2005 DIOCESAN FALL GATHERING & MINI-ORTHODOX INSTITUTE, hosted by St. Elijah, Oklahoma City 
Prayers are requested
· Sarah (Martha) Osborn

· Our shut-ins. Sophia Osborn & Richard (James) & Rikki (Joseph-Mary) Hale.

· Our seminarians: 

1. Fr. Deacon Elia & his family, 

2. Reader Paul Sidebottom, instructor, St. Herman's Seminary, Kodiak, Alaska

3. Fr. Deacon Christopher & Anastasia Morris

· Fr. Thomas Begley (pastor, St. Thomas, Sioux City, Iowa), recovering from a heart attack

· Kh Maggie Hock (wife of Fr. Don Hock, pastor of St. Mary's, Omaha), who is recovering from heart by-pass surgery & a severe blood infection & awaiting gall bladder surgery.

· Kh. Angie Keiser, wife of Fr. Michael Keiser, missioner for the Diocese of Mid-America, who is suffering from lupus & is to undergo emergency surgery for severe spinal stenosis.

· Mrs. Lucille Hatfield (Fr. Chad's mother), who has been diagnosed with non-Hodgkin's lymphoma, for which she is being treated with chemotherapy.
God Grant You Many, Many Blessed Years!

Names' Days
David Pantle, Jr. (Andrew, Archbishop of Crete, July 4), Kristoff Lindgren, Gavril Nagy, Gabriel Nagy (Archangel Gabriel, July 13), Harry Fleeson (Vladimir, July 15), Jameka Garman (Great Martyr Macrina, July 17), Audrey Muchow, Becky Karabinas (Mary Magdalene, July 22), Jan Mai, Dama Johnson, Donna Sabo, Joanne Muchow, Deidre Hays, Ardy Bell (Anna, mother of the Theotokos)
Birthdays

Anthony Ingalsbe (July 1), Dena Berquist (July 1), David Pantel, Jr. (July 4), Becky Karabinas (July 6), Paul Sidebottom (July 8), Ardy Bell (July 10), Laura Baxter (July 10), Aileen Berquist (July 12), Rachel Pantel (July 17), Sean Hatfield   (July 27), Paul Muchow (July 28), Janine Walker (July 31)
Wedding Anniversaries

Kent & Dena Berquist (July 2), Bob & Elizabeth Lindgren (July 3), Bill & Donna Sabo (July 6), John & Melanie Stavropoulos (July 15), Rex & Joanne Muchow (July 16), Christian & Bogdana Bahrim (July 28) 
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