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A new commandment I give unto you: that ye love one another, as I have loved you, that ye also love one another. By this shall all men know that ye are My disciples: if ye have love one for another. (John 13:34-35)
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Report of the 2nd Annual Parish Life Conference 
Diocese of Wichita & Mid-America

By Reader Jeremiah Houchin & Fr. Daniel

Destination El Paso, Texas

Fr. Daniel & I (Jerry Houchin) headed off by plane on Wednesday June 14th. Arriving in El Paso, we quickly retrieved our bags & went by shuttle to the Marriott Hotel, El Paso. We settled in, found some supper & went early to bed. Rising on the first official day of the conference & checking in with registration, it was to the book store for me until the first workshops in the afternoon. While browsing the bookstores, we came across the displays for the various contests: art, photography poetry, etc. Our parish had two winner this year in poetry: Chase & Madison Livengood. 

Both Fr. Daniel & I attended the workshop
 titled “Saint Cyprian of Carthage: The Unity of the Church”. The choice of this theme for a workshop was moativated by the total commitment of our diocese to educate & encourage our clergy & faithful to do everything necessary to see Orthodoxy in North America fulfill the ecclesiological & canonical mandate to be ONE. 
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St. Cyprian of Carthage presided over the leading city in North Africa, one with a rich multicultural ethos. It was a time when this church was confronted by many challenges to her life & integrity, both from within & from without. It was the time of the first great universal persecution of Christians throughout the Roman Empire. It was also a time when factions & schisms  threatened to rend apart the seemless robe of Christ. 

Fr. John Mefrige spoke to us about the absolute necessity of the unity of the local Church, with the bishop, surrounded by his clergy & faithful. LOVE within the Body of Christ & the UNITY of His Bride are of the very essence of the Church. He then sought to apply lessons learned form St. Cyprian’s time to our own, stressing that orthodoxy in North America must fulfill the mandate given in the Nicene Creed; i.e., that she be the One Holy, Catholic & Apostolic Church. It was this unity which St. Cyprian fought so strongly to maintain which won countless souls to our Savior Jesus Christ & His Holy Church. 

Such unity can likewise work a like miracle in our own time here in North America. Despite our much boasted unity in faith, Orthodoxy in U.S. & Canada suffers from deep administrative disunity. Churches are organized along ethnic & cultural lines. Thus, in nearly any sizeable city in the U.S. or Canada, numerous Orthodox parishes can be found, each representing another hill or dale in Eastern Europe or the Eastern Mediterranean, each answerable to its own bishop & often totally ignoring another Orthodox parish across the street. Our bishops need to be pressured to seek an immediate solution. They have all, at the time of their consecration sworn to uphold the very canons which insist upon the absolute administrative unity of each local Church. The mandate for unity is theological in nature, but it is also undeniable that the administrative unity of American Orthodox would give us much credibility when proclaiming what Orthodox, truly “right believing”, Christianity is all about.

After the first round of workshops, we boarded buses & took on a 20 minute ride to high above the city to St. George’s beautiful, newly built & consecrated temple & parish hall for the singing of an Akathistos Hymn to St. Raphael of Brooklyn. 

The keynote address was delivered, following the Akathistos, by Fr. Josiah Trenham, pastor of St. Andrew’s Orthodox Church, Riverside CA. He too addressed the theme of the necessity for the full administrative unity of all Orthodox Christians in North America. His was an inspiring address on why it is time to move toward a fully unified Orthodox Church of North America. He pointed out that until the time of the Russian Revolution in 1917, Orthodoxy on the North American continent was, not only spiritually, but administratively, one. It was only in the wake of chaos brought about by the Communist takeover of Eastern Europe that Orthodoxy jurisdictionalism, based upon ethnic origin or identity, came to replace the previously canonical & right ordering of Church life here in North America.
 Orthodoxy has been on this continent since 1792; there is no reason that the 20th century aberration of separate ethnic jurisdictions, often ignoring or competing with one another, should be taken as normative or tolerated in the Church here. As Fr. Josiah insisted, it is not a matter of establishing a unity which has heretofore not existed, but of restoring that which was the well established norm throughout the greater part of Orthodoxy’s life here in North America. Following the service & Fr. Josiah’s inspiring words, we were treated to different kind of ethnic celebration, a Mexican Fiesta with Mexican dance & music.

Orthros began day 2 of the conference. In the morning the Antiochian Women & Teen SOYO had their meetings. While Fr. went to a workshop on Marriage Counseling given by Fr. Josiah,
 I attended a workshop on, “Creating an inquirer’s program that really works” given by Subdeacon Ezra Ham. The Subdn. explained that it is our responsibility to provide the right environment for inquiring minds. We must be willing to invest our gold talent so that it will grow into more gold talents. Thus when the Master returns we will have interest to show for the talent placed in our charge. St Elijah’s in Oklahoma City has regularly scheduled an inquirer’s class, a relatively short (6 weekly, 2-hour sessions) general over-view of Orthodoxy, to be followed by those whose hearts have been moved by a more advanced & in-depth Catechumenate (normally a 1-year). He explained how it is important to have a structured curriculum & offered as a model the curriculum that has been developed at St. Elijah’s over a number of years.  

The afternoon session found me at the Fellowship of St. John Divine (another name for the General Assembly of the Diocese of Wichita). Bishop Basil’s Endowment is within $10,000.00 of having $500,000.00. This fund is used to help missions within our diocese with start-up funds & assistance over a 5-year period. It is hoped that when the goal is reached, which may be very soon, the start up & support money could be even more generous. There was some discussion about a different schedule for the Parish Life Conferences, beginning in 2009. Such a schedule would have the Conference conclude with the Hierarchical Divine Liturgy on Sat. morning, thus permitting the clergy to return to their parishes for Sun. The 2007 Parish Life Conference will be hosted in Topeka, & All Saints is expected to help. The assembly also reviewed & approved the Archdiocese Budget for 2008. There were questions raised as to the raise in the budget of the Department of Missions & Evangelism. It was decided to request a detailed accounting of the monies be addressed to the department head through the Metropolitan. The 2008 Budget also addressed a number of issues effecting the new bishops which had heretofore not been addressed: part-time secretarial help, health insurance, etc.  

The highlight of Friday was the Bible Bowl. It was a very spirited event & all teams demonstrated that they had spent a great deal of time studying the Book of Acts, the text for the year. The home team won, as is so often the case, but a good time was had by all. Fr. Daniel was one of the judges, & there was some booing on a few rulings, but neither he nor the other 2 judges seemed to be in immediate danger. Since next year the Parish Life Conference will be in Topeka, we will certainly be able to field 1 or 2 teams to compete in this worthwhile & exciting event.

After Divine Liturgy on Sat. morning, the oratorical Festival was held, followed by the St. Ignatius luncheon. In the afternoon I attended a workshop on “Orthodox Stewardship” I believe I got a lot of very good information & resources from orthodox sites, especially the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese site which has a very thorough program for stewardship.

At the Grand Banquet on Sat., evening, His Grace extended his gratitude to the parish of St. George, El Paso, for all their hard work & for their kindness & hospitality. In his words of thanks, His Grace Basil spoke for all of us. It was obvious that they were extremely thorough in their planning & execution. While planning for us adults, they also had complete programs for both teens & pre-teens. For example, one day the teens were all taken to a shelter to assist the residents who raise money to support the shelter by making furniture. After work, it was off to a water park.

The climax of the whole Conference was the Hierarchical Divine Liturgy on Sunday which was held in the hotel ballroom. Then, it was off to a Conference of Sleep in Salt Lake City for me & a trip home to Salina for Fr. Daniel.
I pray…that they all may be one, as Thou, Father, art in Me and I in Thee, that they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that Thou hast sent Me. (John 17:21)
Given that we have a mandate from the Holy Canons of the Church & from the very lips of our Lord, God & Savior Jesus Christ Himself to rid our Church of the sin of jurisdictionalism, it is necessary that we be educated as to the exact state of affairs and how that got to be the way they are. Below is a timeline. It has been taken from an On-Line Orthodox Encyclopedia. It has a number of omissions & tend to focus its attention far too narrowly upon Russian matters, largely ignoring the fact that the majority of the Orthodox in the U.S. and Canada are of Greek background. Nonetheless, taking those short-comings into account, it does provide an overview of the history of Orthodoxy on the North American continent.
Timeline of Orthodoxy in America
The History of Orthodoxy in America is complex & resists any easy categorizations or explanations. 

Early Missions (1767-1900)

· 1741 Divine Liturgy celebrated on a Russian ship off the coast of Alaska. 

· 1767 A community of Orthodox Greeks establishes itself in New Smyrna, Florida. 

· 1794 Missionaries, including St. Herman of Alaska, arrive at Kodiak Island, bringing Orthodoxy to Russian Alaska. 

· 1796 Martyrdom of Juvenaly of Alaska. 

· 1799 Ioasaph (Bolotov) consecrated in Irkutsk as first bishop for Alaska, but dies in a shipwreck during his return. 

· 1816 Martyrdom of Peter the Aleut near San Francisco. 

· 1817 Russian colony of Fort Ross established 60 miles from San Francisco. 

· 1824 Fr. John Veniaminov comes to Unalaska, Alaska. 

· 1825 1st native priest, St. Jacob Netsvetov. 

· 1834 Fr. John Veniaminov moves to Sitka, Alaska; liturgy & catechism translated into Aleut. 

· 1836 Imperial ukaz regarding Alaskan education issued from Czar Nicholas I that students were to become faithful members of the Orthodox Church, loyal subjects of the Czar, & loyal citizens; Fr. John Veniaminov returns to Russia. 

· 1837 Death of St. Herman of Alaska on Spruce Island. 

· 1840 Consecration of Fr. John Veniaminov as bishop with the name Innocent. 

· 1841 Return of St. Innocent of Alaska to Sitka; sale of Fort Ross property to an American citizen; pastoral school established in Sitka. 

· 1844 Formation of seminary in Sitka. 

· 1848 Consecration of St. Michael Cathedral in Sitka. 

· 1850 Alaskan episcopal see & seminary moved to Yakutsk, Russia. 

· 1858 Peter (Sysakoff) consecrated as auxiliary bishop for Alaska with Innocent's primary see moved to Yakutsk. 

· 1864 Holy Trinity Church, first Orthodox parish established on United States soil in New Orleans, Louisiana, by Greeks. 

· 1867 Alaska purchased by the United States from Russia; Bp. Paul (Popov) succeeds Bp. Peter. 

· 1868 1st Russian parish established in US territory in San Francisco, CA; St. Innocent of Alaska becomes Metropolitan of Moscow. 

· 1870 Diocese of the Aleutian Islands & Alaska formed by the Church of Russia with Bp. John (Metropolsky) as ruling hierarch. 

· 1872 See of the Aleutians diocese moved to San Francisco, placing it outside the defined boundaries of the diocese (i.e., Alaska). 

· 1876 Bp. John (Metropolsky) recalled to Russia. 

· 1879 Bp. Nestor (Zakkis) succeeds John (Metropolsky). 

· 1882 Bp. Nestor (Zakkis) drowns in the Bering Sea. 

· 1888 Bp. Vladimir (Sokolovsky) becomes Bishop of the Aleutians & Alaska; ordination of 1st American-born Orthodox priest, Fr. Sebastian Dabovich. 

· 1891 Fr. Alexis Toth, a Uniate priest, petitions to be received along with his parish in Minneapolis into the Russian Church; Bp. Nicholas (Adoratsky) assigned as Bishop of Alaska but is transferred before taking up his post; Nicholas (Ziorov) becomes ruling bishop of the Alaskan diocese. 

· 1892 Fr. Alexis Toth & his parish in Minneapolis received into the Russian Church; Carpatho-Russian Uniate parishes in Illinois, Connecticut, & several Pennsylvania soon follow suit; 1st Serbian parish established in Jackson, California; Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox parish founded in New York; 1st American-born person ordained, Fr. Sebastian Dabovich. 

· 1895 1st Syrian parish in Brooklyn, New York, founded by St. Raphael of Brooklyn; 1st clergy conference, in Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania. 

· 1896 Bp. Nicholas (Ziorov) reports to the Holy Synod of Russia that "the commemoration of the Emperor & the Reigning House during the divine services brings forth dismay & apprehension among Orthodox in America of non-Russian backgound"; St. Alexander Hotovitsky appointed as rector in New York. 

· 1898 Bp. Nicholas (Ziorov) returns to Russia; Tikhon (Belavin) becomes Bishop of the Aleutians & Alaska. 

Beyond Alaska (1900-1918)

· 1900 Name of Russian mission diocese changed from the Aleutian Islands & Alaska to the Aleutian Islands & North America, thus expanding its territorial boundaries. 

· 1901 First Orthodox church in Canada, in Vostok, Alberta. 

· 1902 Building of St. Nicholas Cathedral in New York. 

· 1904 Raphael (Hawaweeny) consecrated as Bishop of Brooklyn, becoming the first Orthodox bishop to be consecrated in America; Innocent (Pustinsky) consecrated as Bishop of Alaska; 1st Romanian parish founded in Cleveland, Ohio. 

· 1905 St. Tikhon's Orthodox Monastery (South Canaan, PA) founded; Bp. Tikhon (Belavin) raised to the rank of archbishop; seminary opened in Minneapolis; Russian Orthodox see transferred to New York; Fr. Sebastian Dabovich elevated to archimandrite & given charge over Serbian parishes by Tikhon. 

· 1906 In an ukaze dated Jan. 27, addressed to Archbishop Tikhon, the Holy Synod of Russia confirmed the practice of commemorating the American president by name, & not the Russan Tsar, during divine services; blessing of St. Tikhon's Orthodox Monastery by hierarchs Tikhon, Raphael & Innocent; 1st All-American Sobor held in Mayfield, PA, at which the name of the Russian mission was declared to be The Russian Orthodox Greek-Catholic Church in North America under the Hierarchy of the Russian Church; translation of Service Book by Isabel Hapgood. 

· 1907 Abp. Tikhon (Belavin) returns to Russia & is succeeded in his see by Platon (Rozhdestvensky) as Archbishop of the Aleutians & North America; Uniate Bp. Stephen Ortinsky sent to the US by Rome to stem the tide of Uniate returns to Orthodoxy; Papal decree Ea Semper issued, mandating all Uniate priests in American be celibate; 1st Sunday of Orthodoxy service in New York; 1st Bulgarian parish in Madison, Illinois. 

· 1908 Church of Constantinople gives care for Greek Orthodox parishes in the US to the Church of Greece; first Albanian parish in Boston. 

· 1909 Bp. Innocent (Pustinsky) transferred to Russia, succeeded by Alexander (Nemolovsky) as Bishop of Alaska; death of Fr. Alexis Toth. 

· 1911 Minneapolis seminary transferred to Tenafly, New Jersey. 

· 1913 Serbian clergy come under Church of Serbia. 

· 1914 Abp. Platon (Rozhdestvensky) recalled to Russia & made bishop of Kishinev, after having received 72 communities (mainly ex-Uniate Carpatho-Russians) into Orthodoxy during his rule; Antiochian Metr. Germanos (Shehadi) of Zahle comes to US to organize parishes without the approval of his synod. 

· 1915 Death of St. Raphael of Brooklyn; Abp. Evdokim (Meschersky) succeeds Platon; 1st monastery for women in Springfield, Vermont. 

· 1916 Consecration of Philip (Stavitsky) of Sitka; Alexander (Nemolovsky) appointed Bishop of Canada with his see in Winnipeg. 

· 1917 Ex-Uniate priest Alexander Dzubay consecrated with the name Stephen as Bishop of Pittsburgh; Archim. Aftimios (Ofiesh) consecrated as Bishop of Brooklyn; St. Tikhon (Belavin) elected Patriarch of Moscow & All Russia. 

Revolution & Rivalry (1918-1943)

· 1918 The Bolshevik Revolution throws the Church of Russia into chaos, effectively stranding the fledgling Russian mission in America. 

· 1919 Southern Church Council meets in Stavropol at which Higher Church Administration was formed in Southern Russia; 2nd All-American Sobor meets in Cleveland, electing bishops for the Romanians & Albanians, pending approval from Moscow (which never comes). 

· 1920 St. Tikhon of Moscow issues Ukaz No. 362; first session of the Higher Church Administration outside borders of Russia. 

· 1921 34 ROCOR bishops meet in synod in Karlovtsy, Serbia, including Metr. Platon (Rozhdestvensky, primate of the Russian Metropolia. 

· 1922 Church of Greece transfers control of its parishes to the Church of Constantinople; founding of Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America. 

· 1924 4th All-American Sobor of the Metropolia votes to establish "temporary self-government," breaking administrative ties with Moscow; Victor (Abo-Assaley) consecrated as the 1st Antiochian Archbishop of New York & All North America; Bp. Stephen (Dzubay) returns to the Unia. 

· 1926 Metr. Platon (Rozhdestvensky) of the Metropolia breaks ties with the ROCOR synod. 

· 1927 ROCOR synod sends epistle to American parishes suspending Platon & his clergy; founding of the American Orthodox Catholic Church by the Russian Metropolia; founding of Federated Russian Orthodox Clubs (FROC) in Pittsburgh. 

· 1928 Ukrainian diocese established. 

· 1929 Romanian Orthodox Episcopate established. 

· 1931 Athenagoras (Spyrou) becomes primate of Greek Archdiocese. 

· 1933 Metr. Platon (Rozhdestvensky) refuses to pledge loyalty to Moscow, which declares the Metropolia to be in schism & establishes the Exarchate of Moscow on American soil; Platon grants canonical release to Syrian parishes remaining under the Metropolia to come under the Church of Antioch. 

· 1934 Death of Platon; Theophilus (Pashkovsky) of San Francisco becomes primate of Metropolia. 

· 1935 "Temporary Regulations of the Russian Orthodox Church Abroad" signed by ROCOR synod in Karlovtsy, Serbia, including Metr. Theophilus (Pashkovsky) of the Metropolia, thus renewing relations; ROCOR is divided into 4 regions, including North America with Theophilus as the regional primate. 

· 1936 Metr. Anthony (Bashir) consecrated for the Antiochian Orthodox Archdiocese of New York; on the same day (April 19), Metropolia bishops consecrate rival Abp. Samuel (David) for the Syrians, thus solidifying the developing schism in the Antiochian faithful in the US (the "Russi-Antaaki" split). 

· 1937 6th All-American Sobor of the Metropolia declares itself to report to ROCOR in matters of faith; Holy Cross Theological School founded in Pomfret, Connecticut; Ukrainian diocese established by Church of Constantinople. 

· 1938 St. Vladimir's Orthodox Theological Seminary (Crestwood, NY) & St. Tikhon's Orthodox Theological Seminary (South Canaan, PA) founded; Abp. Samuel (David) of Toledo excommunicated by the Church of Antioch for disobedience to canonical order; Bulgarian diocese established; Carpatho-Russian diocese established by Constantinople with 2nd wave of Uniat returns to Orthodoxy. 

· 1941 Church of Antioch restores Abp. Samuel (David) of Toledo to communion & declares his diocese to be the Antiochian Orthodox Archdiocese of Toledo & Dependencies. 

Emergence of American Orthodoxy (1943-1970)

· 1943 Founding of Federated Orthodox Greek Catholic Primary Jurisdictions in America, a proto-SCOBA body. 

· 1946 7th All-American Sobor of the Russian Metropolia breaks all ties with the ROCOR; Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology moved to Brookline, Massachusetts. 

· 1950 ROCOR moves headquarters to New York; Metr. Leonty (Turkevitch) becomes primate of Metropolia. 

· 1951 Abp. Michael (Konstantinides) heads GOA; independent Romanian diocese established; arrival of Fr. Alexander Schmemann in the United States from Paris, taking up teaching duties at St. Vladimir's Orthodox Theological Seminary (Crestwood, NY). 

· 1954 Recognition of Toledo Archdiocese by Church of Antioch. 

· 1955 Founding of the Council of Eastern Orthodox Churches of Central Massachusetts. 

· 1958 Death of Metr. Samuel (David) of Toledo. 

· 1960 Founding of the Standing Conference of the Canonical Orthodox Bishops in the Americas (SCOBA); Romanian Orthodox Episcopate received into the Metropolia. 

· 1961 Consecration of Antiochian Abp. Michael (Shaheen) of Toledo. 

· 1962 Antiochian Toledo archdiocese recognized by the Church of Antioch as equal to the New York archdiocese. 

· 1963 Autonomous Serbian diocese created; at an unexpected visit to St. Vladimir’s Seminary, Metropolitan Nikodim, Chairman of the Department of External Church Relations of the Russian Orthodox Church, ask Fr. Alexander Schmemann if the Metropolia was ready to discuss "misunderstandings", & a meeting was arranged between Metropolitan Nikodim & Metropolitan Leonty at his residence in Syosset. Another meeting was held later in the year, at Rochester, NY. but ended in an impasse; arguing that the Metropolia's 1924 declaration of "temporary self-government" amounted to a canonical declaration of autocephaly, Toward an American Orthodox Church is published by St. Vladimir's professor Alexander Bogolepov, galvanizing the Metropolia to seek autocephaly. 

· 1964 Bulgarian Diocese in Exile established under the ROCOR. 

· 1965 SCOBA appeals to mother churches to allow concrete steps to be taken toward American Orthodox unity; his Beatitude the Most Reverend Metropolitan Ireney (Bekish) of New York succeeded Metr. Leonty as primate of the Metropolia upon his death. 

· 1966 Death of Metr. Anthony (Bashir); election & consecration of Philip (Saliba) as Metropolitan of the Syrian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of New York; founding of Hellenic College (Brookline, Massachusetts); death of St. John Maximovitch; at the request of the Holy Synod of the Metropolia, Fr. Schmemann traveled to Istanbul to visit Patriarch Athenagoras to rectify the situation of its status & seek a canonical solution to the American problem, but the Patriarch replied, "You are Russians, go to your Mother Church, for no one can solve your problem except the Russian Church."; the newly elected Metropolitan Ireney sent a Christmas message to all the Patriarchs with the request that the Patriarchs study the matter & try to solve the canonical chaos. The request was ignored. 

· 1967 As a goodwill gesture the Metropolia sent a congratulatory message to the Russian Church on the 50th anniversary of the restoration of the Patriarchate, it stressed the fact that Patriarch Tikhon was one of the true fathers of American Orthodoxy & his vision of a united American Church; consecration of Theodosius (Lazor) of Sitka; Church of Constantinople orders Greek Archdiocese to suspend communion with the Metropolia. 

· 1968 Three representatives from the Metropolia , Archbishop John of San Francisco, Fr. John Meyendorff & Professor Serge Verhovskoy met with Metropolitan Nikodim in Upsala, Sweden during the World Council of Churches General Assembly. For the first time, the term “autocephaly” was mentioned as a possibility to be considered; the Synod of Bishops of the Metropolia decided to start official exploratory negotiations with the Russian Church. 

· 1969 1st convert bishop in America consecrated, Dmitri (Royster); the official autocephaly meetings of the Metropolia with Russian Church took place on January 21 in New York City, Aug. 24, 25 in Geneva, Nov. 26, 27 in Tokyo, (& the final meeting was held at the Metropolitan’s residence in Syosset on March 31, 1970). 

Union & Division (1970-1994)

· 1970 Russian Metropolia reconciles with the Church of Russia & is granted autocephaly, changing its name to the Orthodox Church in America (OCA), an act accepted by some Orthodox autocephalous churches worldwide, but condemned as uncanonical by the majority, including all 4 ancient patriarchates & the Church of Greece; Constantinople ceases all official contact with the OCA & declares it uncanonical; the Russian Exarchate of North America is dissolved, but the majority of its parishes remain under the Church of Russia; glorification of St. Herman of Alaska in separate services by the ROCOR & the OCA. 

· 1971 ROCOR denounces Moscow's grant of autocephaly to the Metropolia; OCA receives rebel ROCOR parish in Australia. 

· 1972 OCA receives the Mexican National Catholic Church, creating its Exarchate of Mexico. 

· 1974 OCA Metropolitan Ireney (Bekish) of New York goes into semi-retirement, while his duties are taken up by Archbishop Sylvester (Haruns) of Montreal. 

· 1975 "Russi-Antaaki" division in the Antiochian church in North America overcome by Metr. Philip (Saliba) of New York & Metr. Michael (Shaheen) of Toledo by the uniting of the 2 Syrian archdioceses into 1 Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America, led by Metr. Philip. 

· 1976 Reception into the OCA of the ROCOR's Bulgarian Diocese in Exile & its hierarch, Bishop Kyrill (Yonchev). 

· 1977 OCA holds its Fifth All-American Council in Montreal, electing Theodosius (Lazor) as its metropolitan, replacing the retiring Ireney (Bekish); glorification in Russia of St. Innocent of Alaska. 

· 1981 OCA primatial see transferred from New York to Washington. 

· 1982 Calendar schism in OCA Diocese of E. Pennsylvania, ROCOR receiving multiple parishes in the area. 

· 1985 Founding of Orthodox Christian Mission Center (OCMC) as Greek Archdiocesan Mission Center. 

· 1987 Majority of the parishes of the Evangelical Orthodox Church are received into the Antiochian Archdiocese by Metr. Philip (Saliba), becoming the Antiochian Evangelical Orthodox Mission (AEOM). 

· 1988 Healing of schism between 2 Serbian dioceses. 

· 1989 Glorification in Russia of St. Tikhon of Moscow. 

· 1990 Contact between Constantinople & the OCA resumes. 

· 1992 Founding of International Orthodox Christian Charities (IOCC). 

Ligonier & Beyond (1994-present)

· 1994 Ligonier Meeting in Western Pennsylvania at the Antiochian Village held by the majority of Orthodox hierarchs in North America votes to do away with the notion of Orthodox Christians in America being a "diaspora" & pledges to work together in missions; glorification of St. Alexis of Wilkes-Barre; Orthodox Christian Mission Center becomes a SCOBA agency & changes to its current name; glorification in Russia of Ss. John Kochurov & Alexander Hotovitsky; glorification by ROCOR of St. John Maximovitch. 

· 1995 Death of Bp. Gerasimos (Papadopoulos) of Abydos. 

· 1996 Allegedly forced retirement of Greek Archbishop Iakovos (Coucouzis) of America, being replaced by Spyridon (Papageorge); Ukrainian Orthodox Church of America joins Ukrainian Orthodox Church in the USA, coming under Constantinople. 

· 1997 Visit by Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew I (Archontonis) of Constantinople to US. 

· 1998 Ben Lomond Crisis in the (formerly EOC) Antiochian parish of Ss. Peter & Paul (Ben Lomond, California) gains national attention; multiple clergy are laicized and/or excommuni-cated. 

· 1999 Retirement of Spyridon (Papageorge), Greek Archbishop of America, being replaced by Demetrios (Trakatellis); reception of dissident group from the Ben Lomond Crisis by the Jerusalem Patriarchate, including re-ordination of some of the excommunicated &/or deposed clergy. 

· 2000 Glorification of St. Raphael of Brooklyn at St. Tikhon's Orthodox Monastery (South Canaan, PA) by the OCA. 

· 2002 Retirement of Theodosius (Lazor) & election of Herman (Swaiko) as Metropolitan of the OCA. 

· 2003 The Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America is granted "self-rule" (similar but not identical to autonomy) by the Church of Antioch, establishing 9 new dioceses in North America & promoting its auxiliary bishops to diocesan ones. 

· 2004 Consecration in Damascus of 3 new diocesan bishops for the Antiochian Archdiocese, Thomas (Joseph) of Oakland, Mark (Maymon) of Toledo, & Alexander (Mufarrij) of Ottawa. 

· 2005 Death of Archbishop Iakovos (Coucouzis); consecration of Alejo (Pacheco Vera) of Mexico City, auxiliary bishop of the OCA Exarchate of Mexico; OCA's New York diocese subsumed into its Diocese of Washington, creating the Diocese of Washington & New York. 

· 2006 4th All-Diaspora Council of the ROCOR votes to restore full communion with Moscow Patriarchate. 

News of the Parish & Diocese
Sat., July 22nd: Feast of the Holy Equal-to-the-Apostles Mary Magdalene.

Tues., Aug. 1st: Feast of the Holy Maccabees & Procession of the Cross (beginning of the Fast of the Theotokos)

Sun., Aug. 6th: Feast of the Transfiguration of the Lord.

Tues., Aug. 15th: Feast of the Dormition of the Theotokos (end of the Fast). 
Sat., Aug. 26th:  Blessing of the Vineyard
Prayer Requests: 
· Fr. Thomas Neustrom, whose health continues to weaken.
· Kh. Joanne (wife of Fr. John Abdullah, editor of The Word), who is suffering from ovarian cancer.

· John Osborn, who is facing multiple surgeries.

· Our shut-ins. Sophia Osborn (now residing at the Bethany Home, 321 N. Chestnut, Lindsborg, Ks 67456 Room Phone: [785] 227-2669; Office Phone: [785] 227-2721), & Richard (James) & Rikki (Joseph-Mary) Hale.
· Those who keep our seminarians running: 

1. Fr. Chad Hatfield & Kh. Thekla, the Dean & assistant at St. Herman's Seminary, Kodiak, Alaska

2. Reader Paul Sidebottom, instructor at St. Herman's 

· Cindy Foster, daughter of Eleanor Smith, suffering from a non-cancerous brain tumor.

· For the repose of the soul of Mary Lucille Hatfield, who reposed on Tues., Jan. 31st 

· For the repose of the soul of Catherine Stavropoulos, who fell asleep in the Lord on Sun., May 28th.

· For the repose of the soul of the Archpriest Anthony Bell, Pastor, St. mary’s Orthodox Church, Topeka, IN, who fell asleep in the Lord on Wed., June 14th.

God Grant You Many, Many Blessed Years!

Names' Days
David Pantle, Jr. (Andrew, Archbishop of Crete, July 4), Kristoff Lindgren, Gavril Nagy, Gabriel Nagy (Archangel Gabriel, July 13), Harry Fleeson (Vladimir, July 15), Jameka Garman (Great Martyr Macrina, July 17), Audrey Muchow, Becky Karabinas (Mary Magdalene, July 22), Jan Mai, Dama Johnson, Donna Sabo, Joanne Muchow, Deidre Hays, Ardy Bell (Anna, mother of the Theotokos)
Birthdays

Anthony Ingalsbe (July 1), Dena Berquist (July 1), David Pantel, Jr. (July 4), Becky Karabinas (July 6), Paul Sidebottom (July 8), Ardy Bell (July 10), Laura Baxter (July 10), Aileen Berquist (July 12), Rachel Pantel (July 17), Sean Hatfield   (July 27), Paul Muchow (July 28), Janine Walker (July 31)
Wedding Anniversaries

Kent & Dena Berquist (July 2), Bob & Elizabeth Lindgren (July 3), Bill & Donna Sabo (July 6), John & Melanie Stavropoulos (July 15), Rex & Joanne Muchow (July 16), Christian & Bogdana Bahrim (July 28) 






� These workshops, the most important feature of the Conference, covered a variety of subjects. Fr. Chad was the presenter for a workshop, on Orthodoxy in Alaska.


� This was even further complicated by the divisions caused within nearly every Eastern European ethnic group by those who remained loyal to the Mother Churches in lands now governed by Communist regimes & those who refused to acknowledge the authority of those very Mother Churches.


� It was extremely well treated & very shortly be in print.





