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By faith ye shown forth as the Word’s hallowed deacons, His venerable eye-witnesses and chosen vessels, Nicanor and Prochorus, glorious Timon and Parmenas; hence, we celebrate today your sacred memorial, and with joy of heart, we keep the feast now in gladness, whereon we all call you blessed
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++++++++++++
THE HOLY AMONG THE SEVENTY & DEACONS: PROCHORUS, NICANOR, TIMON & PARMENAS

Saints Timon, Prochorus, Nicanor and Parmenas, Apostles of the Seventy were among the first deacons in the Church of Christ. In the Acts of the Holy Apostles (6:1-6) it is said that the twelve Apostles chose seven men: Stephen, Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas and Nicholas, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom, and appointed them to serve as deacons. They are commemorated together on July 28, although they died at various times and in various places. Saint Timon was later appointed by the Apostles as bishop of the city of Bosra in Arabia and suffered from the Jews and pagans for preaching the Gospel. He was thrown into a furnace, but by the power of God he came out of it unharmed. The tradition of the Roman Church says that St Timon died by crucifixion. St Timon of the Seventy is also commemorated on December 30.
AND WHO IS MY NEIGHBOR?

By Fr. Thomas Neustrom +

Note - A very long and possibly final epistle from the "old priest ".

"Oh God, our heavenly Father, open our eyes wide, that we may truly see, the wonderous love and care, the Salina Rescue Mission has, for you and me, at All Saints Parish. AMEN "

Many years ago in the mid-70's, I was appointed Program Director of the St. John's Hospitals, alcoholic and drug addiction treatment program. I was so blessed to witness the miracles of healing occur, almost like watching the miracles of resurrection, day after day. Thanks be to God.

Each day was started with all patients attending a 15 min. meditation, in the Hospital Chapel.  Many Salina clergy (bless them), volunteered to conduct these daily meditations - priests, nuns, Catholic and Protestant. Approx. every 2 weeks, I would take my turn, often using the theme, "Love your neighbor as you love yourself." Then I would pose the following question, "How many of you patients, can honestly say you love yourself??? And the response was always the same - "NO WAY ". The self hatred expressed was overwhelming, due to the guilt they now felt in the awful ways they treated their spouses, children, plus many other so called friends, when using and/or abusing alcohol or drugs. One passage of scripture often used, was from the 22nd chapter of St. Matthew, which described how the scribes and Pharisees, jealous of Jesus would attempt to entrap him in his own words, in a game we now call "I gotcha", because however Jesus answered the question, He would be committing blasphemy. The question? Which is the greatest commandment? You see, according to Jewish Law, the commandments and all 360 Statutes all had equal importance. His answer? "Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, and mind", AND, Love your neighbor, as yourself. Later we read in the Gospel of St. Luke, the story of a lawyer asking Jesus, what he must do to inherit eternal life. Jesus response was to ask another question, "What is written in the law? , to which the lawyer replied quoting the Great Commandment, to which Jesus responded, "Go and do likewise" Then came the question - and who is my neighbor? to which Jesus told the following parable - "A man traveling alone on foot, between Jerusalem and Jericho, where he was attacked by robbers, beating him and leaving half dead. Now by chance a priest going by saw the poor, beaten robbed individual; but, rather than stopping to help, he passed by on the other side, as did a Levite. But thanks be to God, a Samaritan, seeing the poor suffering man, had compassion, binding up his wounds, placed him on his beast and took him to the Inn, asking the Innkeeper to take care of him, and then leaving money for his care with the promise gladly to repay any additional costs, later on. Now to the big question, Which of the three was the “Good Neighbor”? To which they responded - The Good Samaritan. Jesus then said, Go and do likewise. Also another great commandment, has been given to us and too often ignored - "As you do it unto the least of these my brethren, (the poor, hungry and sick), you have done it unto me. Sad to say, but if we pride ourselves, by saying prayers, attending services, making our confessions and fasting, as required of a faithful Christian, but does not include, doing for the "least of these my brethren", then all our self serving efforts are all in vain. A good rich spiritual life, I firmly believe, is not only the result of following the rules and regulations as set forth by the Church, But also must be accompanied by our sharing, and giving to" the least of these". Our good and helpful neighbor, we are blessed to have next door, is The Salina Rescue Mission,  who are an excellent example of bring care and healing to the least of these, my brethern, plus being a most wonderful, helpful neighbor to All Saints Church. Bless them.
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For the past 4 years, and possibly longer, All Saints no longer had volunteers willing and able to take care of our huge lawn in the summer and snow removal in wintertime and lacked the money to hire it done. The Rescue Mission, came to our rescue, spending 6 hours a week, all summer long, mowing our vast yard, using their equipment, paying for the gas, etc. as their special gift to the needy - ALL SANTS PARISH. Bless their charitable hearts and soul. Yes, over the many years, the Rescue Mission has been so good and kind, and helpful to us. May we in turn try to aid them with either cash gifts or by donating items as listed in the SRM NEEDS (see the reverse side of the monthly calendar). helping them in caring for the vast number of lost souls, seeking help for their physical, mental and spiritual brokenness, in trying to find a new life, and their true self, God created them to be, and learning how to live a loving, caring way of life and to be fully responsible loving individual. Yes, O God, open our eyes wide that we may see, that which God has created us to be.

About 6 months ago, my dear friend Steve Kmetz - of the Rescue Mission, gave me, a book, that has become a most powerful influence in these my final days of my life Its so wonderful, I wish to share it with all. To date, I have given over 50 away, and expect to give 100 or more, as to me, it has become the greatest gift. I will ever share with others. The name of the book - Life of the Beloved- by Henri Nouwen. No. the book is not about Christ, but about yours and my life. When both you and I were created in the womb, by God, He referred to us, as the blessed one, in whom I am well pleased. As we truly learn how to give our life away, is when we truly discover who we are - The Beloved in whom I am well pleased. SOOO if you would truly like to discover how to give your life away, in order to discover it, and desire to have your own copy, I will be most pleased to GIVE you one. All I ask that you do is call me at 823-2410, telling me when you can stop by to get your copy at my home at 2403 Village Lane. Plus, it will give me one more chance to give you a big hug and kiss. May God truly bless you, one and all.

NOTE!  We are soon to be blessed with a very special visit from our very dear friend, a former member of our parish, while living at the Rescue Mission, and we all helped and supporting him in his desire to become a Monk in the Orthodox Church, which he now is, living in a Monastery in New York State. His name is Michael Kay, now Brother Gabriel. Yes, I have had many delightful phone calls from him (thank God for cell phones) and the wonderful thankful way he refers to his favorite parish, is a delight to hear. The date has not been set, but should be shortly after the 4th of July. So may we all make special plans to welcome our dear brother back home to All Saints. and let him tell his amazing story of his life all starting here at All Saints. Yes, I will keep you informed as to when, how, etc.

All in the love of Christ –

Fr. Thomas +
WICHITA TREEHOUSE

(Help for new Moms and babies)

by Fr. Thomas +

One of the most amazing Orthodox Charitable groups, I have ever encountered, that has been in operation for the past 7 years, by helping new moms provide for their babies, who are in desperate need of help to survive.  Last year 2007, they took in 402 moms into their program and also had 761 attending their weekly Mom meetings - (learn while you earn), gave out 29,340 diapers, had 3145 visits to their store, all made possible thru people's charitable giving and being helped by volunteers, putting in more than 1400 hours of love and care, for desperate Moms and babies.          

NP - To learn more, go to the web, and punch in   www.wichitatreehouse.com         

Yes, a worthy Orthodox charity, worthy of all our prayers and support. May God continue to bless them and to keep them, now and for evermore. They recently moved to a much larger facility and are now located at 151 N. Volutsia, Wichita, Ks. 67214   Phone - (316)686-2600.

Note - Just as the Neustrom family has found such joy in supporting Ashby House at Christmas Time, we are discovering the joy of supporting Treehouse on Mothers Day. The director of Treehouse is one of the most loving, caring souls, I have ever met. Bless her. Her name is Renee Croitoru. Until a month ago, the only contact I had with her was by e-mail, or phone. Since I am no longer able to travel, she talked Fr. Paul O'Callahan, dean of St. George Cathedral, to bring her to Salina for a visit of about 3 hours, 2 hrs. here at home, and about 1 hour at our Church - All Saints. The handwritten note she sent several days later, was without a doubt, the most wonderful letter I have ever received.  

"THANK YOU for the wonderful visit, the other day. It was a pleasure to meet you both. I truly enjoyed the time spent at your home, and you both are an inspiration. I honestly believe God wanted me to hear about your ministry and your unbelievable dedication in serving Him. WOW! - The Church is a treasure, I felt very blessed to be able to see it that truly reflects God's love and peace.          

Renee

Teen SOYO

On Sun., July 13th, our teens will sponsor a car-wash in our parking lot. Prices are $5.00 per car (outside wash) & $7.00 (outside wash & incised cleaning).

Iconography workshop in Wichita Aug. 6-9

A 4-day iconography training workshop will be held in Wichita, KS, Aug. 6-9, 2008. Participants will study traditional iconography techniques under Anne Emmons & Cecilia Arguallo of the Denver Iconographers Guild. Beginning & intermediate level students are welcome – no prior painting experience necessary. 

Sponsored by the Wichita-area St. John of Damascus Institute, the 4-day work–shop will be held next door to Eighth Day Books, 2838 E Douglas Ave. The workshop fee of $375 covers tuition, materials & lunch. A $100 deposit is required by the registration deadline of July 23.

For more information, contact Joshua Sturgill, 316-683-9446. Some accommodations are available in local parishioners’ homes for those interested.

Workshop instructor Anne Emmons studied the Russian Byzantine tradition of the Prosopon School of Iconology in New York under Dimitri Andreyev & his assistants. An art instructor, she has lectured on iconography & displayed her icons in exhibitions since 2000. She & co-instructor Cecilia Arguallo work together through the Iconographers Guild of Denver & on private commissions.
Parish Council, June 8, 2009

Treasurer: Our payments for 2 of the 3 annual Archdiocesan trays (Sun. of Orthodoxy, to support our seminarians; & on Palm Sun. for the Patriarchate) have been sent. Half of our Archdiocesan assessment is pending. Paula Monica will send out an appeal to the parish regarding our pledges versus the budgeted needs. 

Home for Priest: Fr. Thomas sent a proposal that a rectory be built on our church property & gave a detailed report as to how this might be done. A similar proposal was made a year or so ago. After reading his email & discussing the pros & cons, the council decided to continue with the present arrangement regarding the priest’s residence.

Craft Show fundraiser: Reader John reported that the proposed spring fundraiser is scheduled for March 7th & 8th, 2009. We have reserved the 4-H building for Sat. & Sun. Previous events there have netted around $2,000 in concessions alone. We will charge for tables/display areas for craft-venders. We will also use the kitchen both days to sell food. As it is the first week of Great Lent in 2009, the council thought it would be a good idea to offer some vegan fare as well as other types of foods. Reader John has identified 26 potential vendors so far, has a sample contract for us to use & there will be a mail out for participants that should be ready by the end of Sept., at the latest. Reader John said that the committee welcomes all input.

Vineyard Blessing and Wine Festival: The council voted to raise the price per plate to $17.00 to help cover the cost to us. A child’s plate will remain at $8.00. Seraphima will contact John Stavropoulous & Bill Fekas about the menu & cost of the food. Vernon Osborn & Nick Karabinas will be visiting with Norm & Jen Jennings about the event to see if we can use the facility for less, as they make quite a profit off of us & we do most of the work.

Roof Repair: The council approved a motion to pay Calabresi Heating & Cooling $700 per year for maintenance of our heating & air conditioners, as the company we have worked with before went out of business.

Paula Monica reported that the roofer has not yet been paid for all their work as a result of the continued areas of leakage where repairs were done. Patrick Bell suggested 2 possible courses of action. First option is to pay all that is owed in return for a letter certifying that any further leakage, caused by the work done on the roof, which occurs until March 2009, will be taken care of by the roofer at no cost to us.  The second option is that All Saints pay part of what is owed to the roofer & hold the rest until March, 2009. Paula Monica will draft a letter to the roofer with these options.

Fr. Daniel’s Report: We purchased an ad in the Parish Life Conference book (Dallas June 18 – 22, 2008) 

The pilgrimage to Kearney, NE, to mark the 90th anniversary of the falling asleep of Fr. Nicola Yani (the first priest ordained by St. Raphael & the pastor of St. George, Kearney with responsibility for the whole of what is now the Diocese of Wichita & Mid America) is Oct. 23 – 25th, 2008. Each parish is asked to submit a page with a history of the parish & a picture of the church temple for the commemorative book. We need a picture of the church exterior & one of the interior. Seraphima suggested that Nektarios would be able to take a beautiful picture of the exterior with his view camera. 

The Icon behind the altar is nearly ready. Reader Jeremiah went to Hillsboro & took some great pictures of it.

4 of our girls are attending St. Raphael camp this summer from July 6th – 12th.  They all received scholarships, as St. Mary Magdalene shared theirs with us, not having a need for them this year. The bus fare of $75.00 to the camp was taken care of from Fr. Daniel’s discretionary fund for one of the girls so that she could go.

Additional Discussion: Anna Mai requested that the next monthly newsletter have a “thank you” note for the clean up done by various parties. Lawrence Gapter, Reader Jeremiah & Joshua have done a lot of work outside in recent months. Reader John Mai planted along the front of the building the geraniums which Fr. Thomas purchased. Fr. Thomas also arranged for the Salina Rescue Mission to clean up our yard & gardens during Holy Week & before Fr. Chad’s visit. Secretary Seraphima Berquist was directed to send a thank you note to both Fr. Thomas & the Mission.

Diocesan Assembly from the Parish Life Conference

Dallas, TX

1. Diocese of Wichita & Mid-America now consists of 50 parishes and missions being served by 96 priests & deacons. Bishop BASIL had ordained 6 priests & 2 deacons this past year. 
2.  Since last year we have a new mission -Three Hierarchs Orthodox Christian Mission being served by Fr. Philip Vreeland, Garden City, KS 
3. We have had 3 seminarians graduate this year.

Fr. Issac Farha (appointed as second priest St. John/Memphis, TN) from St. Tikhon’s

Fr. David Lewis from St. Vladimir’s

Kh. Maria Bethancourt from St. Vladimir’s


4. The following 7 sons of DOWAMA (all of whom are married) will be enrolled as ARCHDIOCESAN SEMINARIANS for the 2008-2009 academic year:
WARWICK, Priest Aaron from St Mary/Omaha; 3rd & final year/St. Vladimir's
BALLARD, John from Sts. Constantine & Helen/Dallas; 2nd year/St. Vladimir's
SAKRAN, Michael from St. George/Houston; 1st year/St Vladimir's
WARREN, Jeffrey Ignatius from St. George Cathedral/Wichita; 1st year/St. Vladimir's
KEES, Dana Symeon from St. George/Houston; 3rd & final year/St. Tikhon's
DeYOUNG, Stephen from St. Nicholas/Shreveport; 2nd year/St. Tikhon's
INGALLS, Deacon Methodios from St. Sophia/Dripping Springs; 1st year/ St. Tikhon's

5.   Bishop Basil has announced the new priest assignments as of July 1st. 

Fr. David Lewis is assigned second priest at St. Elias Church, Austin , TX .

Fr. Daniel Bethancourt is assigned proestamenos of St. Nicholas Church, Shreveport, LA  

Fr. Stephen Burke of Shreveport, LA is assigned proestamenos of St. Anthony Church, Spring, TX.

6. Last year in Topeka we voted to develop the Sister Diocese project between DOWAMA & the Archdiocese of Hauran in southern Syria. A very dedicated group has been working hard to develop this project. 

7. A donation of $14,000.00 was sent to Metropolitan Saba of the Archdiocese of Basra to assist in the upbuilding of his Archdiocese

8. A donation of $1,000.00 was sent to the Diocese of Toledo & the Mid-West to help the parishes of that diocese which were damaged in the recent flood.

A Letter from His Grace Bishop Basil

In regard to the Sister Diocese Program
To the beloved and Christ-loving priests, deacons, monastic’s and layfolk of the Diocese of Wichita and Mid-America.

I embrace and greet you with a holy kiss in the Name of our Master Christ.

In the biblical account of the feast of Pentecost (Acts 2) we read of the people from a multitude of nations who heard for the very first time and “everyone in his own language (2:6) the proclamation of the Good News by the Holy Apostles. Among these people were “Arabians (2:11) which meant people from Rome’s frontier province of Arabia Petraea (the area of modern Syria south of Damascus, the Nabatean Kingdom in modern Jordan, the Sinai Peninsula and the northwestern tip of modern Saudi Arabia). Much of Decapolis (Matthew 4:25), an area visited by Christ and His disciples, is situated in this Arabia, as is Caesarea Philippi (modern Banyas in Syria) where the Holy Apostle Peter confessed Jesus to be “the Christ the Son of the living God” (Matthew 16:13-20). It was to this Arabia that, following his baptism in Damascus by St. Ananias (9:17 & 18) and his escape over the city’s wall (9:25), the Holy Apostle Paul fled and spent three years (Galatians 1:15-18). And it was to this Arabia that St. Timon, one of the Seventy Apostles appointed by the Lord Christ (Luke 10:1) and one of Seven Deacons chosen by the Twelve (Acts 6:5), was sent to preach and where he later served as first bishop of the province’s capital city of Nova Trajana Bostra (modern Basra in Syria).
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The Orthodox who today live in much of the territory once known as Arabia Petraea—descendants of those converted to faith in Christ Jesus by St. Timon—comprise the faithful of the Archdiocese of Bosra, Hauran, Jabal al-Arab and the Golan. The present “angel of Bosra and successor of St. Timon” is metropolitan Saba (Esper). One of the most venerable Archdiocese of our Patriarchate. Now finds itself facing very difficult times. Due to the frequency of warfare in that area, the occupation of much of this territory by a neighboring, unfriendly nation, and the resultant unemployment and poverty, most of its people are economic refugees, having relocated to Damascus or departed for the Americas, Australia, Europe or the Gulf States.

In a gesture of Christian love and support for Metropolitan Saba and his flock, the Diocese of Wichita and Mid-America his committed itself to a “Sister Diocese” relationship with the Archdiocese of Basra. Details about this teaming of Orthodox in America’s Heartland with those in Syria’s ancient Heartland of Orthodoxy will be communicated to you soon. Your prayers and financial support for this sacred work are hereby solicited.

Basil,

Bishop of Wichita and the Diocese of Mid-America
Follow-up

Thusfar, 5 congregations & missions of our diocese have entered into a twinning relationship with 5 specific parishes or missions of the Diocese of Basra. The following parishes of the Diocese of Basra still await sponsoring parishes of organizations within the Diocese of Wichita:

Christ the Saviour in Jbeb with 20 families

Annunciation of the Theotokos in Daraa with 400 families

Dormition of the Theotokos in Smij with 12 families

Holy Cross & St. George in Anz with 60 families

St. George in Kharaba with 120 families

St. George in Om Arromman with 60 families

St George in Adara with 45 families

St. George in Rakham with 45 families

St. George in Tisiya with 35 families

St. George in Araman with 12 families

Prophet Elias in Iraa with 130 families

Prophet Elias and Ss Peter & Paul in Mothbeen with 20 families

St John the Forerunner in Salkhad with 20 families

St John the Forerunner in Malah with 22 families

Righteous Job in Al Korayya with 45 families

A church temple is needed in Shahba where there is a mission with 40 families.

A church temple is needed in Jmrreen where there is a mission with 18 families.
News of the Parish & Diocese
June 29th-July 5th: 
Camp St. Raphael, 1st Session

July 6th-12th: 
          Camp St. Raphael, 2nd Session

July 21st -25th:
13th Biennial clergy Symposium of the Antiochian Archdiocese, Antiochian Village, topic: “Christianity & Islam”

Tues., July 22nd:
Feast of the Holy Equal-to-the-Apostles Mary Magdalene, patron of our Manhattan Mission.
Fri., Aug. 1st: 
Feast of the Holy Maccabees & Procession of the Cross (beginning of the Fast of the Theotokos)
Wed., Aug. 6th: 
Feast of the Transfiguration of the Lord.

Fri., Aug. 15th: 
Feast of the Dormition of the Theotokos (end of the Fast). 
Sat., Aug. 23rd: 
Annual Blessing of the Vineyard

Fri.., Aug. 29th:
Strict Fast honoring the Beheading of the Holy Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist John.

Mon., Sept. 1st:
Beginning of the Church Year.

Mon., Sept. 8th:
Feast of the Nativity of the Theotokos & Ever-Virgin Mary.

Sat., Sept. 13th:
Women’s retreat with Mother Cassiana, topic, “The Women at the Cross”

Sun., Sept. 14th:
Feast of the Exaltation of the Precious & Life-Giving Cross of the Saviour

Fri.-Sat., June 10th-14th:   5th Parish Life Conference, Hosted by St. Mary, Wichita

Prayer Requests
· For the health of Travis Gordy, widowed father of Seraphima Berquist. 

· For the health of Joseph Shively.
· For the health of the Very Rev’d Fr. Thomas Neustrom.

· For the health of Fr. Chad Hatfield & Kh. Thekla, Provost of St. Vladimir’s Seminary, 575 Scarsdale Rd., Crestwood, NY, 10707, Phone (914) 961-8313, ex. 339, email: hatfield@svots.edu

· For the repose of the soul of James (Richard) Hale (March 25th).
· For the repose of the soul of Helen Russin (Sept. 27th)

· For the repose of the soul of William E. Craig (Nov. 2nd, sometime priest, Christ Cathedral, & convert

· For the Repose of the soul of Betty Wilson (Nov. 15th), sister of Kh. Lukie Neustrom. 
· For the repose of the soul of Beulah King (Nov. 22nd), mother of Fr. James King & Fr. Deacon Douglas, his brother.

· For the repose of the soul of Mary-Joseph (Rikki) Hale, who fell asleep in the Lord on Mon., Dec. 31st
· For the repose of the soul of Rita Gordy (Jan. 16th), mother of Seraphima Berquist

· For the repose of the soul of Alice Smith, sister of Kh. Lukie Neustrom.
· For the repose of the soul of John Osborn (March 28th), brother of Vernon Osborn.
· For the repose of the soul of Kh. Joanne Abdalah (May 27), wife of Fr. John Abdalah, editor of The Word
God Grant You Many, Many Blessed Years!

Names' Days
David Pantle, Jr. (Andrew, Archbishop of Crete, July 4), 
Jace Stephenson,

(Venerable Anastasia the New Passion-Bearer, July 4), 

Shannon Berquist, Elizabeth Lindgren, Kara Elizabeth Reith & Michelle Stephenson,

(Venerable Elizabeth the New Passion-Bearer, July 5), Kristoff Lindgren, Gavril Nagy, Gabriel Nagy (Archangel Gabriel, July 13), Harry Fleeson (Vladimir, July 15), Jameka Garman (Great Martyr Macrina, July 17), Audrey Muchow, Becky Karabinas & Madison Livengood (Mary Magdalene, July 22), Chase Livengood (Holy Prophet Ezekiel, July 23); Jan Mai, Dama Johnson, Donna Sabo, Joanne Muchow, Deidre Hays, Ardyce Bell (Anna, mother of the Theotokos)
Birthdays

Anthony Ingalsbe (July 1), Seraphima Berquist (July 1), David Pantel, Jr. (July 4), Becky Karabinas (July 6), Paul Sidebottom (July 8), Ardy Bell (July 10), Laura Baxter (July 10), Aileen Berquist (July 12), Rachel Pantel (July 17), Sean Hatfield (July 27), Paul Muchow (July 28), Janine Walker (July 31)
Wedding Anniversaries

Kent & Dena Berquist (July 2), Bob & Elizabeth Lindgren (July 3), Bill & Donna Sabo (July 6), John & Melanie Stavropoulos (July 15), Rex & Joanne Muchow (July 16), Christian & Bogdana Bahrim (July 28) 



Coffee Hour Schedule


July 6        Johnson-Neustrom


July 13       Berquist-Lindgren


July 20       Lambert-Wygal


July 27       the Bells


Aug. 3         Gapter-Grey


Aug. 10       the Osborns


Aug. 17        the Mai families


Aug. 24       Houchin-Walker


Aug. 31        Leopold-Stephenson











