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Thou wast transfigured on the mountain, O Christ our God, revealing Thy glory to Thy disciples as far as they were able to bear it. Let Thine everlasting light shine also upon us sinners, through the prayers of the Theotokos; Giver of light, glory to Thee.
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The Holy Virgin as Mother of the Church, the Body of Christ, 

& as His All-Pure & Radiant Bride
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The month of August has a special place in the life & piety of all Orthodox Christians. At its heart & center, on Aug. 15th, we celebrate the Feast of the Falling Asleep of the All-Holy, Ever-Virgin Mary, the Theotokos. From the 1st of Aug. until the 14th we keep strict fast in preparation for the feast. Even those Orthodox Christians who seldom observe the fasts of the church tend to keep this season with particular care & zeal. Beginning with the 16th we prolong the celebration of this holy day by the singing of hymns in praise of thereof until the 23rd. In certain of the monasteries of the Holy Mountain Athos, this lengthening of the festal celebration occupies the whole of the second half of the month. 

We have heard often, & rightly so, that the All-Holy Virgin is the Mother of God the Word; for truly it was within her pure & virginal womb & from the substance of her body & soul that He Who is one with the Father & the Holy Spirit clothed Himself with our humanity & made Himself one with mankind. The writings of the holy Fathers & teachers of the Church & her rich hymnography show clearly how this holy mystery was foreseen by the Prophets in the Old testament through the working of the Holy Spirit & foretold in their writings in types (A “type” is an event or person which has prophetic meaning which transcends its immediate context. A prophecy is a statement which foretells a future event.) & shadows. 
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However, there was foreseen & foretold by those same holy Prophets yet another dimension of the holy mystery of the Lord’s incarnation: its profound consequences for our understanding of the Church. In that the holy Theotokos is the Mother of her Son, so is she the mother the Church, His true Body; & since, through “water & the Spirit, we have “put on Christ” & been incorporated into His Body, she is our true Mother as well. Let us see how certain of the holy Fathers of the Church have & do treat this ecclesiological dimension of the mystery of Christ’s incarnation & its implications for our understanding of His blessed Mother. 

The early 3rd century Christian writer Clement of Alexandria (d. before 215) points to a Mary-Church parallel, saying, “O mysterious wonder! There is only one Father of all, only one Word of all, & the Holy Spirit is also one & He is everywhere. There is but one Virgin Mother. I like to call her the Church...she is both virgin & mother—immaculate as a virgin & loving as a mother. She calls her children & feeds them with holy milk: the Word, a Child”, her own Son.

At the 3rd Ecumenical Council which was convened in Ephesus in 430 the Church defended the fact that Christ is one Person, the eternal Son & Word of God the Father, Who in the womb of His pure & ever-Virgin Mother Mary clothed Himself in our humanity. Thus the Child to Whom she gave birth was not a man who was joined to God the Word. He was the Word Himself united to us through His all-pure Mother. Thus the title which had for sometime become a common designation for the Virgin Mary, “Theotokos”, “She who gave birth to God”, was formally confirmed by the Universal Church. She is the seal and guarantor of right believe regarding her Son &, as we shall see, regarding His holy Body, the Church, as was so clearly expressed by St. Cyril (+444), Archbishop of Alexandria, president of the Council,: “Let us give glory to Mary, Ever-Virgin, that is to the holy Church, & her Son & Immaculate Spouse; to Him be glory for ever & ever.” 
In giving birth to the body of Christ, Mary gave birth to the Church, the unity of all who are incorporated into Him. She is the progenitress of the Christian race, that is, the historical Church which is forever united to divinity. In that she is God’s loving Mother, she is also the loving & tender Mother of every member of this new race.

Upon the Cross, one of our Lord, God & Savior’s last concerns was to see to the care of His dear Mother as well as to entrust to her care all who would become His beloved brothers & sisters in the Holy Spirit:
When Jesus therefore saw His mother & the disciple standing by whom He loved, He said unto His mother, “Woman, behold thy son!” Then said He to the disciple, “Behold thy mother!” & from that hour, that disciple took her unto his own home. (John 19:26-27)
In the person of St. John, His beloved Disciple, He entrusted each of us, His beloved, to the loving care of His all-holy Mother.
There is one particular passage in the New Testament, which, in many ways, more than any other, reveals the relationship between the all-holy ever-Virgin Mary & the Church: 

The Woman in Revelation, Chapter Twelve.
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A most difficult passage in a difficult book, Revelation: “And there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a woman clothed with the Sun, & the moon under her feet, & upon her head a crown of twelve stars. And she being with child cried, travailing in birth & pained to be delivered” [Rev. 12:1-2]. Although the word “woman” was given a collective meaning by most ancient writers as describing the people of God by a female figure, there are many who identify the “woman” as being the Virgin Mary, who shows herself forth as an image of the Holy Church. As she remained virgin bringing forth a Son, so the Church at all times brings forth members (sons & daughters) without losing her virginity (pure Orthodoxy). At the Savior’s birth according to the flesh, the holy Theotokos suffered no pains or travail. Who then is this woman who gives birth to a male-child in pain and travail? It is the Church. 
The outstanding commentator & noted father, Hippolytos (c. 170-c.236), clearly states, that the Evangelist John meant “the Church, endued with the Father’s Word, Whose brightness is above the sun. And by ‘the moon under her feet’ he referred to her being adorned, like the moon, with heavenly glory. And the words, ‘upon her head a crown of twelve stars,’ refer to the twelve apostles by whom the Church was founded. And that ‘she, being with child, cried, travailing in birth & pained to be delivered,’ means that the Church will not cease until the second Coming of Christ to bear in her members (us) the Word, Who is ever persecuted by the unbelieving world (If the world hate you, ye know that it hated Me before it hated you. [John 15:18]). ‘And she brought forth,’ he says, ‘a man child’ [Rev. 12:5], a man child of God, who is declared to be God & man, becomes the Instructor of all the nations.”

St. Methodios, Bishop of Tyre (+311) also sees the “woman” in a collective sense, the Church. He writes about the significance of the moon, saying, “& her standing on the moon...refers by way of allegory to the faith of them that have been purified from corruption by baptism... for all moist substances depend on the moon ...She labors & brings forth natural men as spiritual & under this aspect is she indeed their mother. For just as the woman receives the unformed seed of her husband & after a period of time brings forth a perfect human being, so too the Church, one might say, is constantly conceiving those who take refuge in the Word & shaping them according to the likeness & form of Christ, after a certain time makes them citizens of that blessed age. Hence it is necessary that she stand upon the laver (the baptismal font), as the mother of those who are washed. The function that she exercises over the laver (the baptismal font) is called the moon because those who are thus reborn & renewed shine with a new glow, that is, with a new light...Hence, they are designated by the expression ‘the newly enlightened.’ She continues to reveal to them the spiritual full moon in her periodic presentation of His Passion, until the full glow & light of the great day shall appear.”

He then continues speaking of the “man child,” saying, “Remember that the mystery of the incarnation of the Word was fulfilled long before the Apocalypse, whereas John’s prophetic message has to do with the present & the future. Christ was not the ‘child who was caught up unto God & to His throne’ [Rev. 12:5] for fear lest he be injured by the serpent; rather, He descended from the throne of His Father & was begotten precisely that He might stay & check the dragon’s assault on the flesh.”

Then St. Methodios brings forward the Prophet Isaias, saying, “Before she that travailed brought forth, before the travail-pain came on, she escaped it & brought forth a male. Who has heard such a thing? And who has seen after this manner?” [Is. 66:7-8]. Yet, it is obvious that such a prophecy could only be applied to the Virgin who experienced no pain in birth-giving.

St. Methodios then represents “the Church...to bring forth a man child, because the enlightened spiritually receive the features & image of Christ. The likeness of the Word is stamped on them & is begotten within them by perfect knowledge & faith, & thus Christ is spiritually begotten in each one. Thus the Church is with child & labors until Christ is formed & born within us, so that each of the saints by sharing in Christ is born again as Christ...Those who are baptized in Christ become, as it were, other ‘christs’ by a communication of the Spirit, & here it is that the Church effects this transformation into a clear image of the Word.”

Therefore, St. Methodios believes that the Woman who has brought forth continues to bring forth a male child, the Word, in the hearts of the faithful; & this same Woman went forth into the desert undefiled & unharmed by the wrath of the beast. This Woman is our Mother, the Church, and she who is the “type” of the church, the all-holy, undefiled Lady Theotokos. He then explains that the seven heads of the dragon, the devil, signify the seven vices.

St. Andrew of Caesarea explains that the Church is pained for each one who is reborn by water & the Spirit until Christ shall be formed in them. The same also writes that the devil always arms himself against the Church & increasingly strives to make those reborn by her his food. Concerning the man-child, St. Andrew concurs with St. Methodios, that “in the person of those who are baptized, the Church ceaselessly gives birth to Christ; just as, according to the Apostle, we come ‘unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ” [Eph. 4:13].
St. Ambrose writes that most authors seem to interpret the moon as representing the Church when referring to certain passages [Ps. 135:8-9; Ps. 103:21]. The Church, like the moon would have her seasons, namely of persecution & peace. Though the moon seems to lose light, she does not. She can be cast in a shadow, but she cannot lose her light. The Church, for example, is weakened by the desertion of some in time of persecution, but is replenished by the witness of Her martyrs. In fact, the moon undergoes a diminution of its light, not, however, of its mass...so that it may borrow from the sun.’

Who was clad with Christ, the Sun of righteousness? Who had the moon as a footstool? Who was crowned on the head with the 12 stars? Who else but the all-holy Mother, the Virgin Mary. This is the virgin-woman whom the beloved disciple saw clad with the Sun & crowned by twelve stars, namely, the Apostles, & under her feet the moon, the sacred Church of God, imploring her intercessions for the [image: image4.jpg]


salvation of her children.’

 St. Moses the Ethiopian

St. Moses Murin the Black lived during the 4th century in Egypt. He was an Ethiopian, & he was black of skin & therefore called "Murin" (meaning "like an Ethiopian"). In his youth he was the slave of an important man, but after he committed a murder, his master banished him, & he joined a band of robbers. Because of his bad character & great physical strength they chose him as their leader. He & his band of brigands did many evil deeds, both murders & robberies. People were afraid at the mere mention of his name. Moses the brigand spent several years leading a sinful life, but through God’s great mercy, he repented, left his band of robbers & went to 1 of the desert monasteries. Here he wept for a long time, begging to be admitted as 1 of the brethren. The monks were not convinced of the sincerity of his repentance, but the former robber would not be driven away nor silenced. He continued to ask that they accept him. He was completely obedient to the abbot & the brethren, & he poured forth many tears of sorrow for his sinful life. After a while he withdrew to a solitary cell, where he spent the time in prayer & the strictest fasting in a very austere lifestyle. Once, 4 of the robbers of his former band descended upon his cell. He had lost none of his great physical strength, so he tied them all up. Throwing them over his shoulder, he brought them to the monastery, where he asked the Elders what to do with them. The Elders ordered that they be set free. The robbers, learning that they had chanced upon their former ringleader & that he had dealt kindly with them, followed his example: they repented & became monks. Later, when the rest of his band heard of St. Moses’ repentance, they also gave up their thievery & became fervent monks. St Moses was not quickly freed from the passions. He went often to the abbot, Abba Isidore, seeking advice on how to be delivered from the passions of profligacy. Being experienced in the spiritual struggle, the Elder taught him never to eat too much food, to remain partly hungry while observing the strictest moderation. But the passions did not cease to trouble him in his dreams. Then Abba Isidore taught him the all-night vigil. The monk stood the whole night at prayer, so he would not fall asleep. From his prolonged struggles he fell into despondency, & when there arose thoughts about leaving his solitary cell, Abba Isidore instead strengthened his disciple’s resolve. In a vision he showed him many demons in the west, prepared for battle, & in the east a still greater quantity of holy angels, also ready for fighting. Abba Isidore explained to him that the power of the angels would prevail over the power of the demons, & in the long struggle with the passions it was necessary for him to become completely cleansed of his former sins. He undertook a new effort. Making the rounds by night of the wilderness cells, he carried water from the well to each brother. He did this especially for the Elders, who lived far from the well & who were not easily able to carry their own water. Once, kneeling over the well, he felt a powerful blow upon his back & fell down at the well like one dead, laying there in that position until dawn. Thus did the devils take revenge upon the monk for his victory over them. In the morning the brethren carried him to his cell, & he lay there a whole year crippled. Having recovered, he with firm resolve confessed to the abbot, that he would continue to live in asceticism. But the Lord Himself put limits to this struggle of many years: Abba Isidore blessed his disciple & said to him that the passions had already gone from him. The Elder commanded him to receive the Holy Mysteries & to go to his own cell in peace. From that time, St Moses received from the Lord power over demons. Accounts about his exploits spread among the monks & even beyond the bounds of the wilderness. The regional governor wanted to see him. When he heard this, St Moses decided to hide from any visitors & departed his cell. Along the way he met the governor’s servants, who asked how to get to the cell of the desert-dweller Moses. The monk answered them: "Go no farther to see this false & unworthy monk." The servants returned to the monastery where the governor was waiting, & they told him the words of the Elder they had chanced to meet. The brethren, hearing a description of the Elder's appearance, told them that they had met St Moses himself. After many years of monastic exploits, St Moses was ordained deacon. The bishop clothed him in white vestments & said, "Now Abba Moses is entirely white!" The saint replied, "Only outwardly, for God knows that I am still dark within." Through humility, he believed himself unworthy of the office of deacon. Once, the bishop decideed to test him & bade the clergy to drive him out of the altar, reviling him as an unworthy Ethiopian. In all humility, he accepted the abuse. Having put him to the test, the bishop then ordained him a presbyter. St Moses labored for 15 years in this rank & gathered around himself 75 disciples. When he reached age 75, he warned his monks that soon brigands would descend upon the skete & murder all that were there. He blessed his monks to leave, in order to avoid violent death. His disciples began to beseech him to leave with them, but he replied: "For many years already I have awaited the time when the words which my Master, the Lord Jesus Christ, should be fulfilled: "All who take up the sword, shall perish by the sword" (Mt. 26: 52). After this, 7 of the brethren remained with him, & 1 of them hid nearby during the attack. The robbers killed St Moses & the 6 monks who remained with him. Their death occurred in about the year 400.
All Saints’ 12th Annual Vineyard Blessing
On Sat., Aug. 26th All Saints parish will hold our 12th Annual Vineyard Blessing at the Smokey Hill Vineyard & Winery. This is an event to promote the church & is our most important fundraiser. The blessing of the Vineyard by the Right Rev’d. Archimandrite Daniel Griffith will take place at 5:00pm Serving for our authentic Greek Dinner prepared and served by members of the parish of All Saints will begin at 6:00pm. Greek music & folk dancing by the St. George Orthodox Church Youth Group will accompany the meal. 
· Our menu main is as follows: 

· Kefteda (Kefta), a meat dish (beef), served on a bed of Manestra (small pasta spores). 
· This will be served with skewered, grilled vegetables with a marinata sauce (not a tomato-based marinata that most are familiar with).

· This will be accompanied by 2 dolmades (grape-leaves with meal filling) with lemon sauce, a tiropita (filo with cheese filling) & a spanokopita (filo with spinach filling), a small serving of Feta cheese & pita bread.

· Dessert will be baklava.

Tickets prices are: 

· adults, $15.00
· Children, 12 & under. $8.00

Information about ticket orders for the vineyard blessing & Greek dinner:

· Credit card orders need to be made by calling the vineyard at 785-825-2515.

· Check or money orders may be made out to All Saints Church & mailed to: 

Vineyard Blessing, C/O Dena Berquist, 2013 East Bank Drive, Salina, KS   67401

· Check & money order requests would need to be received by Aug. 10th in order to have tickets mailed to them. After Aug 10th, those ticket orders will be taken, & tickets will be held at the event to be picked up.

· They may also call the church 785-823-3735 & leave their name & phone number, & a parishioner will contact them to take their order.

· Important: Remember, we do not take credit card orders but the vineyard does. If they wish to pay by credit card, they will need to contact the Smoky Hill Vineyard 785-825-2515
News from St. Mary Magdalene

The annual commemoration of our heavenly patron, the Holy Myrrhbearer & Equal-to-the-Apostles Mary Magdalene, provided another example for us of the importance of having missions, like ours, in college towns. After a joyful offering of the Orthros & Divine Liturgy, with music enriched by the assistance of Seraphima Berquist, we enjoyed a delicious pot-luck luncheon & barbeque, on the lawn of St. Mary Magdalene House. Besides Fr. Daniel, Seraphima & the mission faithful, 4 students in Manhattan for a K-State Research Experience for Undergraduates attended the Liturgy & pot-luck. Only one was Orthodox, but the other 3 seemed to be searching for the truth of the faith. The pot-luck turned into an opportunity for Fr. Daniel & the faithful to witness to the truth of our Orthodox Faith. Improvements to St. Mary Magdalene House are again afoot: before the patronal Jeremy Mai painted the office. Plans are now being laid to nicely finish the bathroom.
IMPORTANT

At the recent Archdiocesan Clergy Symposium at the Antiochian Village, our Father in Christ, His Eminence, METROPOLITAN PHILIP announced that a fundraising campaign will take place throughout our Archdiocese to bring humanitarian assistance to the innocent victims of the most recent warfare in the Middle East. Hundreds have been killed & nearly a half a million made homeless in their own land. Please make your check payable to “All Saints Orthodox Church” but clearly note on it “Lebanon”.
News of the Parish & Diocese
Tues., Aug. 1st: Feast of the Holy Maccabees & Procession of the Cross (beginning of the Fast of the Theotokos)
Sun., Aug. 6th: Feast of the Transfiguration of the Lord.

Tues., Aug. 15th: Feast of the Dormition of the Theotokos (end of the Fast). 
Thurs., Aug. 24th: Work Day
Fri., Aug. 25th: Work Day
Sat., Aug. 26th:  Blessing of the Vineyard
Fri., Sept. 1st: The Indiction; 1st Day of the New church Year
Fri., Sept. 8th: Feast of the Nativity of the All-Holy, Ever-Virgin Mary, the Theotokos
Sun., Sept. 10th: 1st of a 6-week Inquirers’ Class
Thurs., Sept. 14th: Feast of the Universal Exaltation of the Precious & Life-Giving Cross 

Prayer Requests: 
· Fr. Thomas Neustrom, whose health continues to weaken.
· Kh. Joanne (wife of Fr. John Abdullah, editor of The Word), who is suffering from ovarian cancer.

· John Osborn, who has suffered a severe set-back following knee surgery.
· Our shut-ins. Sophia Osborn (now residing at the Bethany Home, 321 N. Chestnut, Lindsborg, Ks 67456 Room Phone: [785] 227-2669; Office Phone: [785] 227-2721), & Richard (James) & Rikki (Joseph-Mary) Hale.
· Those who keep our seminarians running: 

1. Fr. Chad Hatfield & Kh. Thekla, the Dean & assistant at St. Herman's Seminary, Kodiak, Alaska

2. Reader Paul Sidebottom, instructor at St. Herman's 

· Cindy Foster, daughter of Eleanor Smith, suffering from a non-cancerous brain tumor.

· For the repose of the soul of Mary Lucille Hatfield, who reposed on Tues., Jan. 31st 

· For the repose of the soul of Catherine Stavropoulos, who fell asleep in the Lord on Sun., May 28th.

· For the repose of the soul of the Archpriest Anthony Bell, Pastor, St. Mary’s Orthodox Church, Topeka, IN, who fell asleep in the Lord on Wed., June 14th.

Holy Bread Schedule
Please prepare 3 loaves for Sunday Divine Liturgies & 1 loaf for weekday liturgies. When there is bread needed on a week day the individual responsible for the previous Sunday is asked to bake extra loaves for the upcoming week days. One recipe may be divided into 4 loaves. Bread may be baked ahead & frozen, (1 to 2 weeks ahead) sealed in Ziploc bags with paper towel wrapped around each loaf. Thank you!
Sun., July 30
Justina Houchin

Mon., July 31  
New Month (1 loaf)  Justina Houchin

Sun., Aug. 6
Transfiguration  Seraphima Berquist

Sun., Aug. 13
Anna Bell

Mon., Aug. 14
Dormition of the Theotokos (1 loaf) Anna Bell

Sun., Aug. 20
Elizabeth Lindgren

Sun., Aug. 27 
Sophia Leopold

Tues., Aug. 29 
Beheading of St. John the Baptist (1 loaf) Sophia Leopold

Fri., Sept. 1 
Beginning of the Church Year (1 loaf) Sophia Leopold

Sun., Sept. 3
Johna Walker

Thurs., Sept. 7 
Nativity of the Theotokos (1 loaf) Johna Walker

Sun., Sept. 10 
Elizabeth Johnson

Wed., Sept. 13       Elevation of the Cross (1 loaf) Elizabeth Johnson

Sun., Sept. 17 
Justina Houchin

Sun., Sept. 24 
Seraphima Berquist

God Grant You Many, Many Blessed Years!

Names' Days
Preston & Larry Gapter (Holy Martyred Deacon Lawrence, Aug. 10th), Charlene Fekas & Aileen Berquist (Holy Empress Irene, Aug. 13th), Rikki Hale (Our Lady Theotokos & Ever-Virgin Mary, Aug. 15th), Reese Baxter (Holy Martyr Diomedes of Tarsus, Aug. 16th) 
& Sid Grey (Venerable Eanswyth, Aug. 31st).

Birthdays
Nick Karabinas (Aug. 4th), Jerry Houchin (Aug. 5th), Audrey Muchow (Aug. 6th), 
Lucille hatfield (Aug. 14th), David Pantle & Reese Baxter (Aug. 15th) 
& David Yetter  (Aug. 20th).
Wedding Anniversaries
David & Georgette Yetter (Aug. 1st), Jan & John Mai (Aug. 4th), 
Willis & Ardyce Bell (Aug. 12th) & Larry & Adrienne Gapter (Aug. 17th). 



Coffee Hour Schedule


Aug. 6	  Mais


Aug. 13	  Bells


Aug. 20	  Gapter-Gray


Aug. 27	  Lambert-Wygal


Sept. 3	  Houchin-Walker


		  Leopold


Sept. 10  Berquist-Lindgren


Sept. 17  Johnson-Neustrom


Sept. 24  Bell











