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Excerpts from 

an Homily on the Nativity of the Theotokos
By  St. Andrew of Crete, Author of the Great Penitentian Canon

The radiant & bright descent of God for people ought to have a joyous basis, opening to us the great gift of salvation. Such also is the present feastday, having as its basis the Nativity of the Theotokos, & as its purpose & end, the uniting of the Word with flesh, this most glorious of all miracles, unceasingly proclaimed, immeasurable & incomprehensible. 

The less comprehensible it is, the more it is revealed; & the more it is revealed, the less comprehensible it is. Therefore the present God-graced day, the first of our feastdays, showing forth the light of virginity & the crown woven from the unfading blossoms of the spiritual garden of Scripture, offers creatures a common joy. 

Be of good cheer, it says, behold, this is the Feast of the Nativity of the Virgin & of the renewal of the human race! The Virgin is born, She grows & is raised up & prepares herself to be the Mother of the All-Sovereign God of the ages. 
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…The Redeemer of the human race, as I said, willed to arrange a new birth & re-creation of mankind: just as the first creation, taking dust from the virginal & pure earth, where He formed the first Adam, so also now, having arranged His Incarnation upon the earth, and so to speak, in place of dust He chooses out of all the creation this Pure & Immaculate Virgin &, having re-created mankind in His Chosen One from among mankind, the Creator of Adam is made the New Adam, in order to save the old. 

Who indeed was this Virgin & from what sort of parents did she come? Mary, the glory of all, was born of the tribe of David & from the seed of Joachim. She was descended from Eve, & was the child of Anna. Joachim was a gentle man, pious, raised in God’s Law. Living prudently & walking before God he grew old without child: the years of his prime provided no continuation of his lineage. Anna was likewise God-loving, prudent, but barren; she lived in harmony with her husband, but was childless. As much concerned about this, as about the observance of the Law of the Lord, she indeed was daily stung by the grief of childlessness & suffered that which is the usual lot of the childless--she grieved, she sorrowed, she was distressed & impatient at being childless. 
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Thus, Joachim & his spouse lamented that they had no successor to continue their line; yet the spark of hope was not extinguished in them completely: both intensified their prayer about the granting to them of a child to continue their line. In imitation of the prayer heard of Hannah (1 Kings 1:10), both without leaving the Temple fervently besought God that He undo her sterility & make fruitful her childlessness. And they did not give up on their efforts, until their wish be fulfilled. The Bestower of gifts did not condemn the gift of their hope. The unceasing power came quickly in help to those praying & beseeching God, & it made capable both the one & the other to produce & bear a child. In such manner, from sterile & barren parents, as it were from irrigated trees, was borne for us a most glorious fruition--the all-pure Virgin. 

The constraints of infertility were destroyed --prayer, upright manner of life, these rendered them fruitful; the childless begat a Child, & the childless woman was made an happy mother. Thus the immaculate Fruition issuing forth from the womb occurred from an infertile mother, & then the parents, in the first blossoming of her growth brought her to the Temple & dedicated her to God. The priest, then making the order of services, beheld the face of the girl & of those in front & behind, & he became gladdened & joyful, seeing as it were the actual fulfillment of the Divine promise. 

He consecrated her to God, as a reverential gift & propitious sacrifice--&, as a great treasury unto salvation, he led her within the very innermost parts of the Temple. Here the Maiden walked in the upright ways of the Lord, as in bridal chambers, partaking of heavenly food until the time of betrothal, which was preordained before all the ages by Him Who, by His inscrutable mercy, was born from her, & by Him Who before all creation & time & expanse Divinely begat Him, & together with His consubstantial & [image: image3.jpg]


co-reigning & co-worshipped Spirit--this being One Godhead, having One Essence & Kingdom, inseparable & immutable & in which is nothing diverse, except the personal qualities. Wherefore, in solemnity & in song I do offer the Mother of the Word the festal gift; since that He born of her has taught me to believe in the Trinity: the Son & Word Without-Beginning has made in her His Incarnation; the Father begetting Him has blessed this; the Holy Spirit has signed & sanctified the womb which incomprehensibly has conceived. 

Now is the time to question David: in what did the God of all forswear him? Speak, O Psalmist & Prophet! He has sworn from the fruit of my loin to sit upon my throne (Ps 131/132:11). Here in this He is forsworn & will not break His oath, He has forsworn & His Word is sealed with a deed! "Once--said he--I forswear by My Holiness, that I lie not to David; his seed wilt prevail forever, & his throne, like the sun before Me & like the moon coursing the ages: a faithful witness also in heaven" (Ps 88/89:35-38). God has fulfilled this oath, since it is not possible for God to lie (Heb 6:18). Consider this: Christ in the flesh is named My Son (Mt. 22: 42), & all nations will worship My Lord & Son (Ps 71/72:11), seeing Him sit upon a virginal throne! Here also is the Virgin, from whose womb the Pre-eternal One issued forth, incarnated at the end of the ages & renewing the ages, likewise sprung forth from my loins! All this is so! 

People of God, holy nation, sacred gathering! Let us revere our paternal memory; let us extol the power of the mystery! Each of us, in the measure given by grace, let us offer a worthy gift for the present feast. Fathers--a prosperous lineage; mothers--fine children; the unbearing--the not-bearing of sin; virgins--a twofold prudence, of soul & of body; betrothed—praiseworthy abstinence. If anyone of you be a father, let him imitate the father of the Virgin; & if anyone be without child--let them make harvest of fruitful prayer, cultivating a life pleasing to God. The mother, feeding her children, let her rejoice together with Anna, raising her child, given to her in infertility through prayer. 

She that is barren, not having given birth, lacking the blessing of a child, let her come with faith to the God-given offshoot of Anna & offer there her barrenness. The virgin, living blamelessly, let her be a mother by discourse, adorning by word the elegance of soul. For a betrothed--let her offer mental sacrifice from the fruits of prayer. All together rich & poor, lads & maidens, old & young (Ps 48:2, 148:12), priests & levites--let all together keep the feast in honor of the Maiden, the Theotokos & the Prophetess: from her has issued forth the Prophet, foretold by Moses, Christ God & Truth (Dt 18:15). Amen. 

All Saints Parish Council Meeting (Aug. 17th, 2007)
* Treasurer: It was noted that our electrical costs were high due to the air conditioning. The decision was made to change the temperature in the temple & the rest of the building to 90 degrees except for the Sacristy, which will be set at 85 degrees so the candles do not melt.

* Icon update: We received an email from Jan (Elizabeth) Isham. Everything is going well, She is taking a short “creative break” & will keep us informed.

* Vineyard Blessing: Dena reported that the Vineyard Blessing plans are going well. Fr. Daniel, Bill Fekas & Dena visited with Dave Foor on Mon., Aug. 20th during his talk show. We hope to have an article in the Salina Journal this week. The vineyard has agreed to the same financial arrangement as last year: 10% fee on all tickets processed plus the $700.00 fee for use of the facility. Last year they charged us an additional 15% service charge which they then donated back to us There will be a Pepsi booth & a book table. Food preparation is set up for Thurs., Aug. 23rd at 5:00pm & Fri., Aug. 24th at 9:00am. Dolmades will be prepared on Thurs. evening & vegetables & kefta will be prepared on Fri. Ticket sales from All Saints seem to be about the same as last year. Those at the vineyard seem on track also.

* Termite traps were reported to have been checked on April 12th, 07. The last “hit” was 10/05.  

* Sunday School: Justina Houchin reported that Michelle Stephenson will be teaching K-6th grade Sun. School this year. Justina will be teaching grades 7-12 with Andrew Walker’s help. Adrienne Gapter will also assist permits.

* Fr. Daniel’s Report: St. Peter & Paul, Topeka, sent us a “thank you” note signed by Fr. Joseph Longofono, pastor, & Jason Gilbert, Chairperson for the Parish Life Conference, for our parish participation in the June PLC.

“Food for the Hungry People” (the Lenten Alm’s Boxes): a Thank you was sent from the for our donation of $232.80.

Fr. Daniel shared a letter he sent to Fr. George Kevorkian, the Hierarchical Assistant, requesting that we be forgiven the remainder of the parish assessment for this church year. That request has been granted. The Archdiocese will re-assess our financial state in Dec. for 2008. 

Fall Gathering for the year 2008: St. George, Kearney, NE, will be the host parish, & the event will focus on the life of Fr. Nicola Yanni, the first Orthodox priest ordained by St. Raphael & the first priest to serve nearly the whole of what is now the Diocese of Wichita & Mid-America. The Souvenir Journal will contain the histories of each of the parishes of the Diocese. 

St. Mary’s, Wichita: they are having their first annual golf tournament on Sept. 4th, 2007. Fr. suggested that we observe carefully what they do.

There was agreement that the new roof looks wonderful.

News from St. Mary Magdalene Mission
News from St. Mary Magdalene August at St. Mary Magdalene, Manhattan, was marked by a further unexpected improvement to the kitchen at St. Mary Magdalene House. The refrigerator, acquired along with the house, failed during the Dormition Fast, necessitating a clean up that slightly delayed the 2nd Fri. Paraclesis service. That Sat., after Liturgy, Lidia Nagy & Marian Moore went on a shopping expedition to price a replacement & moved to immediate action by a soon-to-expire offer of free delivery, Marian Moore rose in the ranks of the benefactors & beautifiers of our temple by purchasing a new refrigerator that very day. It was delivered on the Vigil of Dormition.

K-State has resumed classes for the academic year, & on Thurs. last, the OCF had a table at the annual activities fair, featuring a lovely poster explaining Holy Orthodoxy & the OCF (as much as can be done on a mere poster), & hand-outs including a life of St. Mary Magdalene, both prepared by Greta Kliewer, the OCF president. The OCF plans to make Orthodoxy visible at K-State later in the year by sponsoring an “Orthodoxy Awareness Day” at the K-State Union later in the year.

News of the Parish & Diocese
Fri., Sept. 14th 
Feast of the Universal Exaltation of the Life-Giving Cross

Sun., Sept. 16th 
1-year Memorial for the Repose of the Soul of Sophia Osborne.

Oct. 12th-13th
Rummage Sale sponsored by the St. Sophia Chapter of the Antiochian Women

Sat., Oct. 13th & Sun, Oct. 14th   74th Annual Lebanese Dinner & Food Sale, St. George, Orthodox Cathedral, Wichita.

Fri., Oct. 19th-Sun., Oct. 21st   Annual Fall Gathering of the Diocese of Wichita & Mid-America, sponsored by St. Elijah, Oklahoma City.
Prayer Requests: 
· For the health of the Very Rev’d Fr. Stephen Rhudy, pastor of St. George, Terre Haute, IN, who is recovering from quintuple heart by-pass surgery
· For the health of Helen Russin (805 22nd Street 1B, Blair, NE  68008   (402) 426-4883).

· For the health and well-being of the Reader Paul Sidebottom. 

· For the health of John Osborn (a patient at the Good Samaritan Home, 815 N. Rathsay, Minneapolis, KS  67467  (785) 392-2162).
· For the health of the Very Rev’d Fr. Thomas Neustrom.
· For the health of Joel, Catherine & Roman Mai.
· For the health of Rikki (Mary-Joseph) Hale (2720 South Lori, Wichita, KS 67210 (316) 440-7976)).

· For the health of Fr. Chad Hatfield & Kh. Thekla, Provost of St. Vladimir’s Seminary, 575 Scarsdale Rd., Crestwood, NY, 10707, Phone (914) 961-8313, ex. 339, email: hatfield@svots.edu

· For the health of the Reader Paul Sidebottom.

· For the repose of the soul of Sophia Osborn (Sept. 17th).

· For the repose of the souls Mildred Houchin (Dec, 16th), mother of reader Jeremiah Houchin.
· For the repose of the soul of George Walker (Jan. 18th), father of reader Andrew Walker.
· For the repose of the soul of James (Richard) Hale (March 25).
· For the repose of the soul of Sharon Lewis (Tues., March 27th), sister of reader Andrew Walker

God Grant You Many, Many Blessed Years!

Names' Days
Joshua Houchin (Prophet Joshua the son of Nun, Sept. 1st), 

Jan Isham, Lois Johnson & Ashley Houchin 

(Righteous Elizabeth, mother of St. John the Baptist, Sept. 5th),

Sophia Osborn & Jan Leopold (Holy Martyr Sophia, & her 3 Daughters: 

Faith, Hope and Charity, Sept. 17th), Ari Stavropoulos (Holy Martyr Ariadne, Sept. 18th), Donna Baxter (Venerable father Zosimas, Sept. 19th) 

Christen Pantle & Kh. Thekla Hatfield (Holy Proto-Martyr Thekla, Sept. 24th), 

Jack Lambert (Holy apostle John the Theologian, Sept. 26th), 

Dr. Ray Russin (Venerable Father Roman the Sweet-Singer, Oct. 1st) 

& Fr. Thomas Neustrom (Holy Apostle Thomas, Oct. 6th)
Birthdays
Eleanor Smith (Sept. 1st), Jan Mai (Sept. 3rd), 
Janelle Mai & Rex Muchow (Sept. 5th), Sid Gray (Sept. 7th), 
Ana Podariu (Sept. 9th) Ashley Houchin (Sept. 12th), 
Sam Wygal (Sept. 14th) Chelsea Pantle (Sept. 20th), 
Irene Andreev (Sept. 22nd) Jeremy Mai (Sept. 25th), 
Fedor Andreev & Claire Danneberg (Sept. 26th) Katya Hintz (Sept. 28th), 
Joel Mai (Sept. 30th) & Khouriya Thekla Hatfield (Oct. 11th).
Wedding Anniversaries
Jeff & Janine Walker  (Sept. 1st), Sam & Vi Wygal (Sept. 5th), 

Fedor & Irene Andreev (Oct. 3rd.) 

& Christopher & Jennifer Klapp (Oct. 5th). 


-




Coffee Hour Schedule


Sept. 2        Fr. Daniel


Sept. 9        Johnson-Neustrom


Sept. 16     St. Sophia Chapter, An-tiochian Women, for Sophia Osborn


Sept. 23       Gapter-Gray


Sept. 30       Lambert Wygal





An Heartful Thanks


Due to the hard work & dedication of so many, this year’s Blessing of the Vineyard & Greek Dinner was a great success. Special thanks are due to our chief chefs Bill Fekas & John Stavropoulos as well as to the event co-ordinator, Seraphima Berquist. We are still waiting for the final figures, but preliminary reports are good. If there are any who would like to donate to help offset some of the overhead costs it would be greatly appreciated.











