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Thy nativity, O Theotokos, has proclaimed joy to the whole world; for from thee has dawned the Sun of Righteousness, Christ our God, annulling the curse and bestowing the blessing, abolishing death and granting us life everlasting.
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Excerpts from 

Homily 69
By St. St Leo the Great (pope of Rome from 440-461, reposed in the Lord 461)
And so the Lord was handed over to their savage wishes, & in mockery of His kingly state, order​ed to be the bearer of His own instrument of death, that what Isaiah the prophet foresaw might be fulfill​ed, saying, “Behold a Child is born, & a Son is given to us whose government is upon His shoulders”. When, therefore, the Lord carried the wood of the Cross which should turn for Him into the sce​ptre of power, it was indeed in the eyes of the wicked a mighty mockery, but to the faithful a mighty mystery was set forth, seeing that He, the glorious Vanquisher of the Devil & the strong De​feater of the powers that were against Him, was carrying in noble sort the Trophy of His triumph, & on the shoulders of His unconquered patience bore into all realms the adorable Sign of salvation: as if even then to confirm all His followers by this mere symbol of His work, & say, “He that taketh not his cross & followeth Me, is not worthy of Me”. 

But as the multitudes went with Jesus to the place of punishment, a certain Simon of Cyrene was found on whom to lay the wood of the Cross instead of the Lord; that even by this act might be pre-sig​​ni​fied the Gentiles’ faith, to whom the Cross of Christ was to be not shame but glory. It was not acciden​tal, therefore, but symbolical & mystical, that while the Jews were raging against Christ, a foreign​er was found to share His sufferings, as the Apostle says, “if we suffer with Him, we shall also reign with Him”; so that no Hebrew nor Israelite, but a stranger, was substituted for the Saviour in His most holy degradation. For by this transference the propitiation of the spotless Lamb & the fulfil​ment of all mysteries passed from the circumcision to the uncircumci​sion, from the sons according to the flesh to the sons according to the spirit: since as the Apostle says, “Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us”, Who offering Himself to the Father a new & true Sacrifice of reconciliation, was crucified not in the temple, whose worship was now at an end, & not within the confines of the city which for its sin was doomed to be destroyed, but outside, "without the camp”, that, on the cessation of the old symbolic victims, a new Victim might be placed on a new altar, & the Cross of Christ might be the altar not of the temple but of the world. 

Accordingly, dearly-beloved, Christ being lifted up upon the Cross, let the eyes of your mind not dwell only on that sight which those wicked sinners saw, to whom it was said by the mouth of Moses, “And thy life shall be hanging before thine eyes, & thou shalt fear day & night & shalt not be assured of thy life” For in the crucified Lord they could think of nothing but their wicked deed, having not the fear, by which true faith is justified, but that by which an evil conscience is racked. But let our understandings, il​lumined by the Spirit of Truth, foster with pure & free heart the glory of the Cross which ir​radiates heaven & earth, & see with the inner sight what the Lord meant when He spoke of His coming Passion: [image: image2.jpg]“The hour is come that the Son of man may be glorified” & below He says, "Now is My spirit troubled. & what shall I say? Father, save Me from this hour, but for this cause came I un​to this hour. Father, glorify Thy Son.” And when the Fa​ther’ voice came from heav​en, saying, “I have both glori​fied it & will glorify it again," Je​sus in re​ply said to those that stood by, “This voice came not for Me but for you. Now is the world’s judg​ment, now shall the prince of this world be cast out. And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all things unto Me." 
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O wondrous power of the Cross! O in effable glory of the Passion, in which is contained the Lord's trib​unal, the world’s judgment & the power of the Crucified! For thou didst draw all things unto Thee, Lord & when Thou hadst stretched out Thy hands all the day long to an unbelieving peo​ple that gainsaid Thee, the whole world at last was brought to confess Thy majesty. Thou didst draw all things unto Thee, Lord, when all the ele​ments combined to pronounce judgment in exe​cra​tion of the Jews’ crime, when the lights of heav​en were dark​ened, & the day turned into night, & the earth also was shak​en with un​wont​​ed shocks, & all creation refused to serve those wicked men. Thou didst draw all things unto Thee, Lord; for the veil of the temple was rent, & the Holy of Holies existed no more for those unworthy high-priests: so that type was turned into Truth, prophecy in​to Revelation, Law into Gospel. Thou didst draw all things unto Thee, Lord, so that what before was done in the one temple of the Jews in dark signs, was now to be celebrat​ed everywhere by the piety of all the nations in full & open rite. For now there is a no​bler rank of Levites, there are elders of greater dig​nity & priests of holier anointing: because Thy Cross is the fount of all blessings, the source of all graces, & through it the believers receive strength for weakness, glory for shame, life for death. Now, too, the variety of fleshly sacrifices has ceased, & the one offering of Thy Body & Blood fulfils all those dif​fer​ent victims: for Thou art the true “Lamb of God, that tak​est away the sins of the world”, & in Thyself so ac​com​plishest all mysteries, that as there is but one Sac​rifice instead of many victims, so there is but one kingdom instead of many nations. 

Let us, then, dearly-beloved, confess what the bless​​ed teacher of the nations, the Apos​tle Paul, con​fess​ed, saying, “Faithful is the saying, & worthy of all ac​ceptation, that Christ Jesus came in​to the world to save sinners”. For God’s mercy towards us is the more wonderful that Christ died not for the righ​teous nor for the holy, but for the unrighteous & wicked; & though the nature of the Godhead could not sustain the sting of death, yet at His birth He took from us that which He might offer for us. For of old He threatened our death with the power of His death, saying. by the mouth of Ho​sea the pro​phet, “O death, I will be thy death, & I will be thy destruction, O Hades”. For by dying He underwent the laws of hell, but by rising again He broke them, & so destroyed the continuity of death as to make it temporal instead of eternal. “For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.” And so, dearly-be​loved, let that come to pass of which S. Paul speaks, “that they that live, should henceforth not live to themselves but to Him who died for all & rose again”. And because the old things have passed away & all things are become new, let none remain in his old carnal life, but let us all be renewed by daily progress & growth in pie​ty. For however much a man be justified, yet so long as he remains in this life, he can always be more approved & better. And he that is not advancing is go​ing back, & he that is gaining nothing is losing something. Let us run, then, with the steps of faith, by the works of mercy, in the love of righteousness, that keeping the day of our redemption spiritually, “not in the old leaven of malice & wickedness, but in the unleavened bread of sincerity & truth”, we may deserve to be partakers of Christ’s Resurrection, Who with the Father & the Holy Spirit liveth & reigneth for ever & ever. Amen. 

All Saints Parish Council Meeting (Aug. 24th, 2008)
* Roofing: Not much damage in actuality on the flat roof. We are working with the roofer and insurance representatives.
* History of All Saints:  A history of All Saints was prepared by Paula Monica to be placed in the book for the Pilgrimage to Kearney, NE this October 23 – 25th.Our donation of $150.00 was sent in with the history and we will get a copy of the book.

* Icon update: The Icon is nearly finished. Jack, Jerry, and Josh will be installing it. They have had detailed instruction. Jan Isham, our iconographer, has stated that she will no longer prepare large icons after these for us.
* Vineyard Blessing: The question was asked if the wonderful ad that Fr. Neustrom placed in the paper is ours to use again if we wish. Is the artwork ours to use?
* Other Fund-Raiser: Date for Big Fat Greek Dinner 2009 is set for May 2nd.
* Antiochian Women: The retreat at All Saints with Mother Cassiana is September 13th. It will begin at 9:00am
* Fr. Daniel’s Report: The SOYO is preparing the Gospel of St. John for a bible bowl team for the parish life conference to be held next June at St. Mary’s church, Wichita. Fr. would really like for us to have an adult team also.

The blessing of waters and blessing of the Sunday School teachers and students will be held on Sunday, August 30th.

We have 4 seekers who are taking classes at this moment:  Cheryl and Capri; Shane and Dianna

Fr. Daniel wants to start a class for readers on how to put together a service.
MORE THAN 100,000 people have been displaced due to the conflict in Georgia. SCOBA’s “International Orthodox Christian Charities” is distributing essential food & hygiene supplies to families in Georgia, and is working with the Russian Orthodox Church to assist refugees in North Ossetia. To donate to IOCC and for further In​for​ma​tion of its activities in the region -- and throughout the world -- go to http://www.iocc.org/
Men’s Group
Greetings, Gentlemen (post High Schoolers),
On 09-28-08, you are encouraged to attend a “steak-Out” at All Saints Orthodox Church Parish Hall, starting at 6:00pm and ending at 7:30pm. We will dine, enjoy each other and try to organize a “Men’s Group”. Please RSVP to 825-9100 ASAP. 


Thanks,



The Reader John

News of the Parish & Diocese
Sat., Sept. 13th Women’s Retreat Sponsored by the St. Sophia Chapter of the Antiochian Women
Beginning 9:00am with Paraklesis Service with the retreat to follow led by Mother Cassiana of the Pro​tection of the Holy Virgin Monastery, Lake George, CO. Topic of the Retreat, “My will and Thy Will”.
Sun., Sept. 14th:
Feast of the Exaltation of the Precious & Life-Giving Cross of the Saviour
Sat., Sept. 20th:
Rummage Sale, Berquist Home, 2013 East Bank, Salina

Sat., Oct. 11th :
Rummage Sale, Lambert Home, 839 Mellinger Drive, Salina

Sat., Oct. 11th-Sun., Oct. 12th:   The 75th Annual Lebanese Dinner & Food Sale, St. George, Wichita

Fri.,-Sat., Oct. 24th-26th:  Fall Pilgrimage to Kearney, NE, in Honor of Fr. Nicola Yanny 

Sun., Oct. 26th:
Wedding of Dustin Stovall & Christen Pantle, 4:00pm
Sat., Nov. 8th:
Annual Thanksgiving Dinner

Sat, Nov. 15th:
Beginning of the Nativity Fast

Fri., Nov. 21st:
Feast of the Entry of the Theotokos into the Temple

Thurs., Dec. 25th:
Feast of the Nativity according to the Flesh of our Lord, God & Saviour Jesus Christ (Christmas)

Thurs., Jan. 1st:
Feast of the Circumcision of the Lord & St. Basil the Great (Patronal feast of His Grace Bishop Basil)

Tues., Jan. 6th:
Feast of Theophany (Baptism of the Lord)

Mon., Feb. 2nd:
Feast of the Meeting of the Lord in the Temple, Presentation.

Mon., March 2nd:
Pure Monday (Beginning of the Fast of Great Lent)

Fri. & Sat., March 7th & 8th:   Craft Sale, 4-H Building

Wed., March 25th:
Feast of the Annunciation by the Archangel Gabriel to the Theotokos.

Sun., April 19th:
 Holy & Great Pascha (Easter)

Sat., May 2nd:
Annual Big Fat Greek Dinner

June 10th-14th:   
5th Parish Life Conference, hosted by St. Mary, Wichita
July, 19th-26th:
49th Biennial Convention of the Antiochian Orthodox Archdiocese, hosted by St. Michael, Van Nuys, CA, at the Palm Springs Resort, Palm Desert, CA. 

An Heartful Thanks

Due to the hard work & dedication of so many, this year’s Blessing of the Vineyard & Greek Dinner was a great success. Spe​cial thanks are due to our chief chefs Bill Fekas & John Stavropoulos as well as to the event coordinator, Seraphima Berquist & to our dear Fr. Thomas, whose generosity & support were crucial for our success. Preliminary figures indicate that we will net over $5,000.00.
Prayer Requests

· For the health of Veronica McCallum, infant daughter of Ramona & Brian McCallum of our Mission of the 3 Hierarchs, Garden City, KS.
· For the health of Steven Crandall, brother of Anne (Jan) Mai.
· For the health of Catherine (Adreinne) Gapter.
· For the health of Paul (Randy) Philips.
· For the health of Billie-Jo Stephenson, mother of Craig Stephenson.
· For the health of Travis Gordy, father of Seraphima Berquist.
· For the health of Samuel Wygal.
· For the health of Joseph Shively.
· For the health of the Very Rev’d Fr. Thomas Neustrom.

· For the health of Fr. Chad Hatfield & Kh. Thekla, Provost of St. Vladimir’s Seminary, 575 Scarsdale Rd., Crestwood, NY, 10707, Phone (914) 961-8313, ex. 339, email: hatfield@svots.edu

· For the repose of the soul of James (Richard) Hale (March 25th).
· For the repose of the soul of Helen Russin (Sept. 27th)

· For the repose of the soul of William E. Craig (Nov. 2nd, sometime priest, Christ Cathedral, & convert

· For the Repose of the soul of Betty Wilson (Nov. 15th), sister of Kh. Lukie Neustrom. 
· For the repose of the soul of Mary-Jo​seph (Rikki) Hale, who fell asleep in the Lord on Mon., Dec. 31st
· For the repose of the soul of Rita Gordy (Jan. 16th), mother of Seraphima Berquist

· For the repose of the soul of Alice Smith, sister of Kh. Lukie Neustrom.
· For the repose of the soul of John Osborn (March 28th), brother of Vernon Osborn.
· For the repose of the soul of Kh. Joanne Ab​dalah (May 27), wife of Fr. John Abdalah, editor of The Word

· For the repose of the soul of John Maymon (June 19th), father of Bishop Mark of Toledo & the Mid-West
· For the repose of the soul of the Archpriest David Lynche (June 28th), retired Western rite priest from Denver.
· For the repose of the soul of Fr. Bill Wells (Aug. 4th), Beautifier of All Saints’ Temple.
· For the repose of the Archpriest Nifon Abraham (Aug. 22nd), retied pastor of St. George, Norwood, MA.
Memory Eternal!

Our parish was saddened to learn of the falling asleep in the Lord on Aug. 4, of “Fr. Bill” Wilbur Lav​ern Wells (aged 82), founder & pastor of St. Francis Anglican Church (Anglican Church in America). Fr. Bill, a very dear friend of Fr. Thomas & Kh. Lukie, contributed greatly to the beautification of our church-temple. It was he who made the beautiful hammered copper panels which grace our iconostasis, & it is he who drew the designs for our entire church-temple. May God grant him rest in the bosom of Abraham, in the Paradise of Delight.
Holy Bread Schedule
Please prepare 3 loaves for Sun​​day Di​vine Liturgies. When there is bread need​ed for a mid-week Liturgy, the in​di​vi​​du​al re​​​spon​​si​​ble for the pre​​vi​ous Sun​​. is ask​ed to bake an ex​tra loaf for the up​​​com​​ing week day. One re​cipe may be di​vided in​​to 4 loaves. Bread may be bak​​ed ahead & froz​en, (1 to 2 weeks ahead, no more) sealed in Zip​loc bags with pap​er towel wrap​​ped around each loaf. Thank you!
Sun., Sept. 7

    Ardyce Bell
Wed., Sept. 8 (Birth of the BVM)   Ardyce Bell (1 loaf)

Sun., Sept. 14 (Feast of the Cross)  Jan Mai
Sun., Sept. 21
                        Elizabeth (Lois) Johnson


Sun., Sept.. 28
     
    Catherine (Meghan) Mai 
Tues., Sept. 30 (Protection of BVM) Catherine (Meghan) Mai 


    (1 loaf)

God Grant You Many, Many Blessed Years!

Names' Days
Joshua Houchin (Prophet Joshua the son of Nun, Sept. 1st), 

Jan Isham, Lois Johnson & Ashley Houchin 

(Righteous Elizabeth, mother of St. John the Baptist, Sept. 5th),

Jan Leopold (Holy Martyr Sophia, & her 3 Daughters: 

Faith, Hope and Charity, Sept. 17th), Ari Stavropoulos (Holy Martyr Ariadne, Sept. 18th), 
Donna Baxter (Venerable father Zosimas, Sept. 19th) 

Christen Pantle & Kh. Thekla Hatfield (Holy Proto-Martyr Thekla, Sept. 24th), 

Jack Lambert (Holy apostle John the Theologian, Sept. 26th), 

Dr. Ray Russin (Venerable Father Roman the Sweet-Singer, Oct. 1st) 

& Fr. Thomas Neustrom (Holy Apostle Thomas, Oct. 6th)
Birthdays
Eleanor Smith (Sept. 1st), Jan Mai (Sept. 3rd), Janelle Mai & Rex Muchow (Sept. 5th), 
Sid Grey (Sept. 7th), Ana Podariu (Sept. 9th) Ashley Houchin (Sept. 12th), Sam Wygal (Sept. 14th) 
Chelsea Pantle (Sept. 20th), Irene Andreev (Sept. 22nd), Jeremy Mai (Sept. 25th), 
Fedor Andreev & Claire Danneberg (Sept. 26th) Katya Hintz (Sept. 28th ), Joel Mai (Sept. 30th) & Khouriya Thekla Hatfield (Oct. 11th).
Wedding Anniversaries
Jeff & Janine Walker  (Sept. 1st), Sam & Vi Wygal (Sept. 5th), 

Fedor & Irene Andreev (Oct. 3rd.) 

& Christopher & Jennifer Klapp (Oct. 5th).









Coffee Hour Schedule


Sept. 7        Johnson-Neustrom


Sept. 14      Berquist-Lindgren


Sept. 21       the Bells


Sept. 28      Gapter-Grey


Oct. 5	         Lambert-Wygal


Oct. 12         the Osborns











