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"Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born from above (or again), 
he can​not see the kingdom of God."
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In Paradise of old, our forefather Adam dwelt. Ar​​rayed in the Garment of light & in​cor​rup​ti​bil​​ity, the glory of the Holy Spir​it, he stood mid​way between the heavenly angels & the beasts of the field, him​self the center, the  ful​crum of all of God's creation, par​taker of both the spir​i​tu​al, an​gelic realm (his soul) & the phy​si​cal, ma​terial sphere (his body). Nur​tur​ed by the di​vine En​er​gy, he work​​ed Pa​radise by be​​​ing the God-or​dain​ed conduit through whom God's vi​vi​fying En​er​gy flow​​ed out to the whole of the ma​terial cre​ation. A living sun, he il​​lum​ined the ele​ments them​selves. 

But in an instant, under neither nec​es​​sity nor com​pul​sion, & en​tire​ly with​​out precedent, he & his spouse sin​​ned, turning from their high call​ing &, at the ser​pent's prompt​ing, as​piring to equal or sup​plant God. Im​me​​di​ate​ly they were stripped of the gar​​ment of the Holy Spirit, Who was driven away by the stench of their deed. They who had been com​pan​ions of the an​gels sudden​ly became fellow-for​ag​ers with the bruit beasts. He who had been more radiant than the sun was clothed in ig​no​mi​ny. He who was untouched by pain, disease or age now felt the heav​iness of his flesh. He who drank deeply from the divine energy of the Holy Spir​it now tast​ed the bitterness of death taking root in his flesh. 

The progeny brought into existence by the joining of the first pair par​took & par​take, not of life but of mortification. Death was & is the birth-right of all of Adam's children & hangs like a specter over the whole of our exis​tence, sap​ping our vitality, from the mo​ment of our con​ception until the final part​ing of soul & body. No hap​pi​ness nor joy escapes death's sha​dow; & beauty & nobility are vain illusion & end in decay.

When at last the final stroke falls & soul & body part, the body suc​cumbs to cor​rup​tion; the soul goes to darkness & the pit. The vir​tu​ous & vile, the fair & re​pulsive, the upright & law​less exist af​ter the death-stroke falls, but as a sha​dow. In dark​ness each sits with no companion save his memories, his unrequited & now unrequita​ble desires & regrets & his justifiable fear of God’s final judgment. The praises of God re​sound not in the gloom of Hades' fetid halls, but the weeping & groan​ing of the damned. 

Such is the fate of every man as he comes forth from his moth​er's womb. Virtue, wis​dom, righteous​ness, beauty & nobility of soul have no power to alter the universal doom. 

[image: image2.png]


Indescribable is the grief felt by God as He beheld the pitiable state to which he, whom He had created according to His Image & likeness, ly​ing in bitter dis​grace. Therefore, from the moment of man's fall God set in mo​tion the plan of his ultimate redemp​​tion. 

When at last the fullness of time was come, the eternal Son & Word took flesh, be​coming like us in all things except sin & the passions which are the root of sin. The Lord & Creator walked among His cre​atures, feeling the chill of night & the heat of day, hun​ger & thirst, rejection & the hatred of His own people. 

At last He was betrayed by one of His in​ti​​mates, ar​rested & de​livered to death, but not merely to death but to the only death which ac​cording to the Law of Mo​ses, His own Law, was cursed ("For eve​ry​​one that is hang​ed on a tree is curs​ed of God" Deut. 21:23). Out of His in​​cal​cu​la​ble com​pas​sion, He Who alone is sinless bore the weight of all the sins which have been or will be committed by men, from the sin of Adam to the final sin before His Sec​ond Com​ing. It was not merely the weight of the Cross which weighed up​on His shoulders, but the weight of such ugliness, hatr​ed & evil as no man can ev​en imagine. In love for His creation, the Cre​​ator stretch​ed out His hands, not to touch the vast extremities of the of the universe, to clasp it to His breast, but that those hands be nail​ed up​on the wood of the Cross, the divine flesh of those immaculate hands & feet be torn & bruis​​ed. He Who is beyond time, to Whom death is en​​​tirely foreign, underwent death, the rending of His human soul from His divine flesh. 
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He Who is the Light from Light descended in​to the darkness & sha​dow of death. He Who is en​throned in the highest heav​en walk​ed the foul cor​ri​dors of Hades. All this He did, not from nec​es​sity, but that in His incompre​hensible love for mankind He might thereby destroy the power of sin & the sting of death, the darkness & foul​​ness which awaits each man after the sev​er​ance of soul & body & the consequent utter fu​til​ity of all ex​is​tence ("Death is swallowed up in victory. "O death, where is thy vic​tory? O death, where is thy sting?" I Corinthians 15:54-55. This destruction of the sting or power of death by God had been foretold cen​turies before by the holy proph​et Hosea: "I will de​liver them out of the power of Hades & will redeem them from death; where is thy penalty, O death? O Hades, where is thy sting?" Ho​sea 113:14). The glory of God the Word blazed forth in that gloom, rous​ing those who dwelt there from their mil​len​nia-long lethar​gy. The righ​teous of Is​rael gath​er​ed to His side & His glo​ry burst Ha​​des' braz​en gates & bars. The din of mourning of Hades' den​​i​zens was drown​ed out by the shouts & cheers of the righ​​teous. Forth they went forever from the stench of death's halls. To Para​dise ("Let not your hearts be troubled; be​​lieve in God, be​lieve also in Me. In My Father's house are many rooms; if it were not so, would I have told you that I go to pre​pare a place for you? & when I go & prepare a place for you, I will come again & will take you to My​self, that where I am you may be also.” John 14:1-3), the bosom of Ab​ra​ham (Luke 16:19-31), there He took them to be re​fresh​ed & to await His glo​rious Second Coming & their res​ur​rec​tion, dwell​ing in bless​ed light, breathing in the scent of heaven.

To this very day & hour the birthright of each man as he emerges from his mother's womb is death & its sting. Over eve​ry mo​ment of his existence hangs the shadow of Hades. What then was Christ's victory? Who is beneficiary? The up​right & no​ble soul? Any​one who in some way or oth​er be​lieves in Christ as Savior?
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For the answer we must look to Christ's words to St. Ni​co​de​mus, the Phar​isee who came to Him by night. To Nico​de​mus' queries as to how one may en​ter the King​dom of God, Jesus an​swere​d: "Tru​ly, truly, I say to you, un​​less one is born of water & the Spir​​it, he cannot enter the king​dom of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh, & that which is born of the Spirit is spirit." (John 3:5-6). We are "born again", not through some sub​jective "con​​version ex​​pe​ri​ence", but through Holy Bap​tism. It is only & sole​ly through birth from the bap​tis​mal font, the womb of the Church, that we gain the birthright, not of death & Hades, but of Pa​​ra​dise & a glorious final Res​ur​rection. In our Bap​​tism we are unit​​ed to Christ Je​sus ("For as many of you as were baptized in​to Christ have put on Christ." Ga​latians 3:27) & be​come ob​jec​tive par​ticipants in His sav​ing death & Res​ur​​​rection. We too die to this world & are born again, not to mere ex​is​​tence, but to life, a life which is totally other than that of this world. As the holy apostle Paul wrote to the Church of Rome: "Do you not know that all of us who have been bap​​tiz​ed in​​to Christ Je​sus were baptized in​to His death? We were buried there​fore with Him by bap​tism into death, so that as Christ was rais​​ed from the dead by the glory of the Fa​​ther, we too might walk in new​​ness of life" (Rom. 6:3-4). We, like every man born of woman, will un​dergo death. But if we who have been born again from the Church's womb have faith​fully obeyed Christ's command​ments & kept pure & clean our baptismal robe of light, then we will rejoice in the company of the saints & angels & lie down in the green pas​tures of Paradise. Though we live in this world, enduring all the trials & problems like every other man, yet we are aliens here, not re​si​dent's of another planet, but those who have their true homeland in the heavens. It is not enough then to be a good man or wo​man (Before our Lord’s in​carnation there were certainly “good” & righteous men & women; & it availed them nothing.). It is only by incorpora​tion into the very Per​son of our risen & glorious Lord, God & Savior Christ & by walking & abiding in the newness of life in the all-holy & life-giving Spirit that we are sav​ed. Let us live in a way worthy of our high call​ing that we may receive our inheritance.
Parish Council News
The final figures are in. Our profit for this year’s Wine Festival was &3,000.00+. Special thanks are due to Justina Houchin, Chairperson; to her co-workers John Stavropoulos & Bill Fekas; & to all who gave of their time & talents to make this event such a success.
Our parish must submit to the Archdiocese annually $30.00 (to be increased to $35.00 in 2005) per baptized soul, all baptized Orthodox Christians regardless of age having a pastoral relationship with All Saints. In order to determine our indebt​edness to the Archdiocese we need an accurate census. Please assist us by contacting Jack Lambert or Fr. Danial regarding you or any member of your family’s status. If you have not yet submitted your Archdiocese assessment, please contact our treasurer as soon as possible. Remember that we as a parish are re​sponsible for this amount.

The large window on the East (liturgically west) side of the church is due to be glazed, caulked & tented by Larry Gapter & Jack Lambert.

Our beautiful copper work on our iconostasis was refurbished by Rev’d. Bill Wells & Fr. Thomas. Thank You for creating this exquisite handiwork & for your continued care for it.

Jan Isham has notified us that the icon of Christ in glory with prophets beneath will be installed on the east wall before Dec. 15th.
News of the Mission of St. Mary Magdalene, Manhattan
September has seen the Mission garden brimming with nasturtiums & basil, the re​turn of the students who worship with us, & a revival of activity in improvements to St. Mary Magdalene House, as we call our building at 913 Riley Lane in Man​hattan. Thanks to Gregory (Stan) Ehler, we have improvements to the house's wiring & lighting. We have also begun renovations to the entryway which serves as a narthex for our chapel.

On September 18 we had an informative presentation about Project Alaska from Mary Ann Khoury following the Sat​ur​day Liturgy. September 28 saw a re​vival of OCF activity as Fr. Elias Issa of St. Basil the Great, Kansas City, serv​​ed as a panelist for a noon forum as part of K-State's Cultural Harmony Week, & an organizing meeting for the students was held.

K-State football season provides an opportunity to com​bine a visit to St. Mary Magdalene with a trip to Man​hattan you might already be taking: our Liturgies con​tinue to be of​fered at 9:30am Saturdays, leaving plenty of time to make a 2:00pm kick-off.
News of Parish & Diocese
Sat., Oct. 2nd: A Christian Education Seminar for the parishes of the central section of the Diocese of Wichita & Mid-America will be hosted at St George Ca​the​dral, Wichita, from 10:00am-4:30pm, speaker, Vasi​li​ki "Billie" Old​ziey of St Elias, Au​stin, Dio​ce​san Direc​tor of Christian Edu​cation.  Phone the Cathedral offices (316) 636-4676 for more infor​ma​tion &/or to register, or contact the Cathedral's Director of Christian Education, Cathy Ellsworth, at Ca​thy.Ells​worth@wi​chi​ta.edu
Sat., Oct. 2nd: Orders are being taken for Christmas cards. This is a project of Teen SOYO. Its proceeds will be used to enable our teens to parti​cipate in this year’s Catechism Bowl at the Parish Life Conference in Sioux City, IA. Dead line is Sun., Oct. 24th, so that they can be in your hands before Thanksgiving.
Tues., Oct. 12th: Your prayers are requested for His Beatitude Ignatius IV, our Primate Metropolitan Philip & the oth​er members of the Holy Syn​od of Anti​och who will convene at the Pa​triarchal Compound in Damas​cus for their autumn meeting. During this meeting our Archdio​cese Constitution, as re​vised at our Archdiocese Convention which con​​ven​ed in Pitts​burgh, PA, in July, will be pre​sented. After it has been ac​cepted, the me​tropolitans (up to 3) who will parti​ci​pate, to​gether with the bishops of our own eparchial Local Synod, in the election of the bish​ops of Ottawa, Pittsburgh & To​le​do will be designated.
Fri. & Sat., Oct. 15th & 16th: Annual Fall Gathering & Retreat of the Dio​cese of Wichita & Mid-America will be held at St. Eli​jah, Oklahoma City.  It will begin on Fri. at 5:30pm & conclude on Sat. at 3:00pm.  For fur​ther details, contact Joan Far​ha, President of the Fellow​ship of St John the Divine, at JMFAR​HA@aol.com
Sun., Oct. 17th:  Deacon James Shadid (ordered deacon Sun., Sept. 19th) of St George Cathedral, Wichita, will be ordain​ed to the holy priest​hood at his home par​ish, St Eli​jah, Oklahoma City.  Upon his ordination he will be as​signed to the as​sistant pastorate at the Cathedral.  Deacon James & his wife Gizelle may be contacted at jim​my​sha​did@yahoo.com
Sat., Oct. 23rd: Soup & Sandwich Dinner (fund raiser), Andrew Walker, chair​man. Serving will be continuous 5:00-7:00pm. Tickets are $6.95 (adult) & $4.95 (children under 12). Tickets are available from members of the Parish Council or from the church office. There is a limited number of tickets so make your reservation early.
Nov. 4th-7th: 2004 Parish Council Symposium (Antiochian Village)
Sat., Nov. 13th: Pre-Advent church family dinner

Mon., Nov. 15th: Feast of the Holy Martyrs Gurias, Simonas & Habbib (Patron Saints of Marriage): First Day of the 40-day “Philip Fast” (often called Advent) in preparation for the Feast of Christ’s Nativity according to the Flesh.
News of the Orthodox World
On Fri., Sept. 17th, the second ranking hierarch of the Orthodox world, the Pope & Patriarch of the Great City Alexandria, of Lybia, of Pentapolis, of Ethi​opia & of All Africa, Father of fathers, Shepherd of shep​herd, High-priest of high-priests, Thirteenth of the Apostles & Judge (this refers to the fact that anciently it was the patriarch of Alexandria, the center of scientific knowledge, who annually determined the date when the entire Christian world would celebrate the Holy Pascha of the Lord) of the (Orthodox) Christian world, his Beatitude Petros (age 55) died tra​gi​cally in the crash of a Chinook helicopter. His Beatitude & his party of 13, including 3 metropolitans, 2 archimandrites, patriarchal arch​dea​con, 5 laymen (including the pa​triarch’s brother) & the 5-member helicop​ter crew were en route as pilgrims to the Monistic Republic of Mount Athos when the helicopter crashed into the Aegean Sea. His Bea​titude was given a state funeral & all the honors of a head of state.
Prayer Requests

· Please keep in your prayers the name Sarah, the sister of Sid Hays & Kh. Thekla Hatfield. She has an ex​remely virulent form of cancer. Pray​er is her surest hope. 

· Also please keep in your prayers the name of Sarah/Martha Osborne.
God Grant You Many, Many Blessed Years!

Names' Days
Dr. Ray Russin (Venerable Father Roman the Sweet-Singer, Oct. 1st), Fr. Thomas Neustrom (Holy Apostle Thomas, Oct. 6th), Allissa Houchin (Holy Prophet Joel, Oct. 19th) & Chelsea Pantle (Holy Mother Tabitha, Oct. 25th).

Birthdays
Khouriya Thekla Hatfield (Oct. 11th), Shanon Berquist (Oct. 21st) & Loys Guest (Oct. 22nd).
Wedding Anniversaries
Fedor & Irene Andreev (Oct. 3rd.) & Christopher & Jennifer Klapp (Oct. 5th).
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October, 2004
 Dear to Christ, beloved Clergy, Monastics and Laity of the Diocese of Wichita and Mid-America:
 With blessings, I embrace and greet you with a holy kiss in the name of the Lord Christ.
 On October 9, 2003, the Holy Synod of the Patriarchate of the Great City-of-God Antioch and all the East, under the presidency of our Patriarch, The Most Blessed IGNATIUS IV, unanimously adopted a Synodical Resolution whereby our Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America was granted self-rule.  The third article of that historic document states that "Upon adoption of this resolution, the present Auxiliary Bishops of the Archdiocese ... shall become Bishops of four Dioceses (literally "Bishoprics") of the Archdiocese and bear their titles."  That means that from October 9, 2003, the Holy Synod no longer considered me as an Auxiliary Bishop with an honorific title ("Bishop of Enfeh al-Koura"), but as a Diocesan Bishop bearing the title of my See City and Bishopric ("Bishop of Wichita and Mid-America").  Following our Southwest Region Parish Life Conference in Austin, Texas, this past June, our Archdiocese convened in Special Convention in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, and, under the presidency of our beloved Father and Metropolitan, The Most Reverend PHILIP, unanimously enshrined the particulars of the Synodical Resolution in our Archdiocesan Constitution.  That means that from July 17, 2004, the Southwest Region ceased to exist and the Diocese of Wichita and Mid-America was inaugurated.
 

Our Fall Gathering and Retreat in Oklahoma City in October will be our first Diocesan, rather than Regional, meeting.  Our Clergy Brotherhood Retreat in Wichita in February will be our first Diocesan, rather than Regional, clergy meeting.  Our Parish Life Conference in Sioux City in June will be our first Diocesan, rather than Regional, family reunion.  With our new status comes a grave responsibility -- the responsibility for building up, nourishing and nurturing the Body of Christ in the Heartland of our nation.  But this responsibility does not devolve to the Bishop alone.  To share in administering the Diocese and formulating a vision for it, I have established a Diocesan Council of Presbyters (consisting of twelve priests: the deans of the eight geographic Deaneries of the Diocese, the dean of the Diocesan Cathedral, and three members-at-large elected by the Diocesan Clergy Brotherhood).  And each and every one of you -- parishioners of the forty-three parishes and missions of our Dio​cese -- are called upon to share in formulating and realizing this vision through your involvement in Parochial and Diocesan organizations and events.  God being our Helper, may we prove worthy of the trust placed in us by His Beatitude, His Eminence and all the venerable hierarchs of the See of Antioch.
 

Assuring you of my continued love, prayers and blessings, I remain
 

Your intercessor before the All-holy Trinity
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