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Recommended Internet Sites 

for Orthodox Christians
Surfing the Internet can be an exciting & informative adventure, but it can also be tedious & a source of misinformation & even malicious lies & gossip. I am, therefore, providing you with an annotated list of generally reliable sites. There are, undoubtedly many other fine & reliable sites, but I have checked out & used the following & thought they might be useful for you as well.

* Antiochian Orthodox Archdiocese (http://www.antiochian.org/): From this site one can access the various departments & diocesan & parish web-sites. There are also news releases, articles on a variety of topics, the Archdiocesan periodical: The Word magazine & Dynamis, a daily mediation from our Cathedral in Wichita.

Encyclopedias & General Information

* Orthodox Christian News (http://www.orthodoxnews.netfirms.com/): This site is maintained by the Orthodox Christian Laity, an organization actively working for the unity of the various canonical Orthodox jurisdictions into one organically united Orthodox Church. The site provides Orthodox-related news releases from a broad variety of news agencies, plus editorials & reader-reactions.

* Wikipedia (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Page): This site is a general free-access encyclopedia, not a specifically Orthodox site; however, its articles are in general reliable & objective. As to entries involving Orthodox Christians, they seem to be based upon contacts with recognized Orthodox writers.

* New Advent Fathers (http://www.newadvent.org/): This site’s main attractions are (1) the older (pre-Vatican II) Catholic Encyclopedia & (1) the Ante- & Post-Nicene Fathers of the Church series broken down by author & by individual work. The Catholic encyclopedia should be used with caution. The entries, as with most encyclopedias, are of un-equal quality but nearly all are replete with references which can be easily checked, thus cushioning a possibly biased entry. As for the Fathers of the Church, these are from a series of translations from Greek, Latin &, occasionally, Syriac early Christian authors. The translators were Anglicans of a “High Church” persuasion & are in an, at times, awkward style since they were made in the early 1900’s. It is still the best source for Patristic writings in English.

* St. Pachomius Library (http://www.voskrese.info/spl/): This is the first draft of a living encyclopedia of Orthodox Christianity.

* Byzantine Studies (http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/byzantium/): Here is a rich variety of articles & on-line translated texts on various aspects of Byzantine history & Church life, law & custom.

Lives of Saints & Spirituality

* The Prologue from Ochrid (http://www.pomog.org/index.html?http://www.pomog.org/prologue.shtml): Want to know the life of a particular saint? This is site can be searched for a particular saint or checked every day for the saint(s) of the day. The is the on-line version of the 4-volume Prologue from Ochrid authored by the Serbian Orthodox bishop of St. Nicholai Velimirovic, Bishop of Zica Monastery &, later, Archbishop of Ochrid (1880-1956) & who fell asleep in the Lord at St. Tikhon’s Monastery.

* Orthodox Monasteries (http://aggreen.net/monasteries/monastic.html): From this site one can access the web-pages of Orthodox monasteries, both those here in the US as well as many throughout the Orthodox world. The majority of these sites will be in English or have an English-language component.

* The On-Line Chapel (http://www.goarch.org/en/Chapel/calendar.asp):  This is sponsored by the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese & also provides a brief description of the saint(s) of the day.

* Orthodox Church in America (http://www.oca.org/FSIndex.asp?SID=4): This portion of the OCA web-site offers a more extended life of each of the saints of the day & generally their corresponding icon.

Miscellaneous

* Orthodoxy in America (http://www.orthodoxyinamerica.org/): Going on vacation & want to find the nearest Orthodox Church? Your children are going off to college & you need to know about the availability of a viable Orthodox communion? This is the site for you. It is maintained by the Orthodox Christian Laity.

* A Prayer Book (http://www.myriobiblos.gr/texts/english/prayerbook/main.htm): This is probably the best personal Orthodox prayer book on the market. Now you have access through the internet & can down-load services as you may need them for your personal use.

* Myriobiblos (http://www.myriobiblos.gr/library%20home_en.htm): This site, sponsored by the Orthodox Church of Greece, has a rather diverse collection of articles on various aspects of the Orthodox faith in a variety of languages.

* Prosphora (http://www.prosphora.org/): This rather eclectic site offers you just about everything you ever wanted to know about the making, history & traditions of Eucharistic bread, including recommendations on what to do when things do not go as planned. You can also purchase bread stamps on-line. There are also articles regarding various customs & traditions, especially those which are food-related.

* Iconograms (http://www.iconograms.org/): If you would like to send an on-line card on the occasion of a friend’s name’s day, this is the place to go.

* Ancient Christian Radio (http://www.ancientfaithradio.com/): it provides high quality 24 hour internet based Orthodox radio. Here you will find music, teaching, interviews, features, convert testimonies, conference recordings, & much more.

"Come Receive The Light" (http://www.receive.org/#), a production of the Orthodox Christian Network, is a radio ministry serving faithful in the United States from coast to coast and beyond. Our mission is to spread joy, hope and salvation in Jesus Christ, while exploring Orthodox Christianity in contemporary society.
Orthodox Marketplace

* Light & Life Publishing (http://www.light-n-life.com/): This site is the largest distributor of Orthodox books, music CD’s & materials in the country. They have a handy on-line catalogue.

* Eighth Day Books (http://www.eighthdaybooks.com/): Warren Farha offers a rich selection of books by & about Orthodox but also a fascinating collection on a rich variety of subjects. There is an on-line catalogue, but, if you do not happen to find what you are looking for in the catalogue, Warren & his capable staff are more than happy to help you in every & any way.

* St. Isaac’s Skete (http://www.skete.com/): This is one of the best sites for the purchase of Orthodox icons.

* Holy Transfiguration Monastery (http://htmadmin.phpwebhosting.com/): This has long been a great site for Orthodox icon, especially some of the more hard-to-get icons of saints of the Orthodox West, as well as for incense. Their publications are of the highest quality

Biblical Resources

* Bible Gateway (http://www.biblegateway.com/): This site gives you access to a broad variety of Biblical translations, all of which can be search either by verse or by word.

* Greek Septuagint in English (http://ecmarsh.com/lxx/): The official Old Testament of the Orthodox Church is that of the Septuagint Greek version (a translation made about 200 B.C. from the Palestinian Hebrew version then in use in the Jerusalem Temple & the version used by apostles & quoted in the New Testament), not the Hebrew version favored by Protestants. To date, this is the only complete English translation of the Septuagint available.

* The Orthodox Psalter (http://pomog.org/index.html?http://pomog.org/psalter.shtml): This site gives you access to the translation from the Septuagint of the Orthodox Psalter arranged for use in Orthodox worship.

Orthodox Seminaries
(most have bookstores from which books & religious items can be ordered.)
* Christ the Savior Seminary (http://www.acrod.org/seminary.html): This is the official Seminary of the American Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Archdiocese of the United States.

* Holy Cross Orthodox Seminary (http://www.hchc.edu/): Located in Brooklyn, Mass., this seminary is the seminary of the Greek Archdiocese of North America. It too has a mixed student body, including many students from abroad as well as from various US Orthodox jurisdictions, our own included. Holy Cross campus is shared with Hellenic College, an Orthodox undergraduate school.

* Holy Trinity Orthodox Seminary (http://www.hts.edu/): A Seminary/ Monastery, located in Central-Up-State New York serves the Russian Orthodox Church Outside Russia (ROCOR), which, thank God, will very soon enter into full communion with her Mother-Church, the Orthodox Church of Russia &, thereby, into full communion with the whole Orthodox world.

* St. Herman’s Seminary (http://www.alaskanchurch.org/shs/html/home.html): This site lets you keep abreast of doings at the Orthodox Theological Seminary of Alaska, whose dean is our own Fr. Chad & whose assistant is the reader Paul Sidebottom.

* St. Tikhon’s Orthodox Seminary (http://www.stots.edu/): Located in Northeastern Pennsylvania, this is an official seminary of the Orthodox Church in America (OCA) but has students from a variety of Orthodox jurisdictions, especially Antiochians (Fr. Deacon Christopher & Anastasia Morris, & formerly the Reader Paul Sidebottom)
* St. Vladimir’s Orthodox Seminary (http://www.svots.edu/): Located in Crestwood, NY, this is a Pan-Orthodox Seminary. Traditionally there has always been a close working-relationship between the seminary & the Antiochian Archdiocese.

How times they are achangin’!
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We Christians in the US are waking up to the reality that our country has, within a very short time, become, no longer the champion of Christianity, but increasingly indifferent & often down right hostile. It is very interesting, therefore, for those of us who grew up during the “Cold War” to watch what is happening in the place which was for us was the ultimate expression of “God-less Communism”. 

In former Soviet Premier Nikita Khrushchev boasted that he would display the last Soviet Christian on television by 1965. Khrushchev is long dead; Christianity is more alive than ever in Russia. 
KARYES, Greece– Russian President Vladimir Putin made a private pilgrimage to the 1,000-year-old monastic community of Mount Athos on Sept. 9, the first Russian head of state ever to set foot in a place regarded as the Holy Mountain of Orthodox Christianity.

Putin visited a number of monasteries in the all-male, autonomous sanctuary located on the craggy Halkidiki Peninsula in northern Greece. He was to return to Moscow later that day.

"I am grateful for the opportunity you gave me to visit the Holy Mountain," Putin told the Peninsula's 20 abbots (there are 20 ruling monasteries, but also innumerable small hermitages & communities of a few monks each) at a welcoming ceremony in Karyes, the medieval community's capital. "This is a very special place for Orthodox Christians & the whole Christian world. In Russia, we always held the monks who lived here in great admiration and respect."

Dressed in black suit & shirt, Putin visited the 10th cent. Iviron Monastery to venerate the icon of the Virgin Portaitissa. According to Orthodox tradition, Iviron monks sent a copy of the icon to Moscow in the mid-17th cent. to help cure the sick daughter of Czar Alexei I (the original is thought to date to the 9th cent.). Putin, using a jeep to tour the Peninsula, which has only dirt tracks and paths, then visited the 18th cent. monastery of St. Panteleimon, which houses Russian monks. He had planned to visit last year, but canceled following the Sept. 1-3 Beslan school siege in southern Russia, during which 331 people were killed. The Russian Orthodox Church acknowledged it was the first time a Russian head of state has visited the community where more than 1,500 monks live and where women are banned. "I know that the Russian President has long wanted to visit Mount Athos. This is his private pilgrimage," Fr. Nikolai Balashov, a spokesman for the Department for Inter-Orthodox Relations, told The Associated Press.

From 1845, grand dukes from the Russian Imperial Family visited on several occasions. The last visit was made in June 1867 by Grand Duke Alexei, son of Czar Alexander II. The Russian Orthodox Church, which counts two thirds of Russia's 143 million people in its flock, is the largest of the more than one dozen Orthodox churches worldwide, and has enjoyed an immense revival since the collapse of the Soviet Union.

Mount Athos, which is part of Greece – but is autonomous – is administered by Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew I of Constantinople, the spiritual leader of Orthodox Christianity, who is based in present-day Istanbul.
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Putin, despite his career as a KGB officer in the officially atheist Soviet Union, has been publicly seen as a devout Orthodox Christian & has helped cultivated the powerful Russian Orthodox Church & its leader, Patriarch Alexy II. Putin has said he always keeps with him a cross given to him by his mother, which he had blessed at a holy site in Jerusalem. He & his wife, Lyudmilla, are often seen visiting churches and monasteries. The links between the Russian Orthodox Church & Mount Athos date from the Byzantine Empire & the spread of Christianity through Eastern Europe more than 1,000 years ago.

The first great Russian monasteries, including 11th cent. caves near Kiev, were inspired by the spiritual traditions of Mount Athos. The Russian role on the Peninsula as a guardian of Orthodoxy continued to rise during the 4 centuries of Ottoman control over Greece, which ended in the 1820's. Although Russian influence on Athos began to wane after Greek independence, the monastic community continued to draw prominent Russian pilgrims such as Grigory Rasputin, the mystic monk who became part of Czar Nicholas II's court, & is often linked to helping bring down the monarchy & opening the way for the Russian Revolution in 1917.

Putin's trip is also seen as a bid to reclaim the Russian character of the Panteleimon monastery, which has been coming under the influence of Ukrainian clerics in recent years. But some Orthodox believers are skeptical about whether Putin has religious inclinations, or is projecting an image to boost his popularity & authority.

Mount Athos is considered a spiritual cradle of Orthodoxy, & its conservative monks are widely perceived as guardians of the faith. The first monasteries were established in the 10th cent. 

By Nikos Giakoumidis - Associated Press

************
News from St. Mary Magdalene

A good representation of the faithful from St. Mary Magdalene were able to venerate & pray before the Wonderworking Icon of Our Lady of Sitka during her visit to Wichita. Fellowship with Fr. Chad & with our friends from All Saints who also made the trek to the Cathedral was an added blessing.

Holy Orthodoxy returns briefly to the ECM Building adjacent to K-State Campus, the former home of the Mission, with an Oct. 2 meeting to reorganize the K-State Orthodox Christian Fellowship.  

Having learned of the success of the OCF at the University of Iowa in attracting students by holding meetings with dinner on Sun. evenings, when the campus dining halls are closed, we are this year following the same model.   

Hopeful that the schedule will prompt interest, a more extensive publicity campaign was undertaken than in past years:  In addition to sprinkling the campus with posters, notices of the meeting, with information about the Mission & Orthodox Churches in Kansas, were distributed to the mailboxes of students from traditionally Orthodox countries & by e-mail to those without mail boxes & to undergrads who indicated Orthodox Christian on a religious preference question at registration.  

  Pray for the success of this new undertaking.

All Saints Parish Council (Sept. 18th)

ARCHDIOCESE CONVETION EXPENSES: Fr. Daniel’s expenses were paid by the Order of St. Ignatius of Antioch.

THE SOUND SYSTEM: There was discussion as to an adequate sound system for the church-temple. This was a need which has been stressed by many. It was stated that there is, for the moment, not intension that such a project be undertaken by the parish. However, we are doing research into various options & their cost so that, should a potential donor, either an individual or an organization, come forward, we will have the necessary information. Thus far we are in receipt of two (2) bid-proposals & are actively seeking a third. 

ALTAR WINE: The treasurer stated that we have received $297.00 toward the purchase of wine. Fr. Daniel noted that it is advisable to build up an account since this is an on-going expense. If someone wishes to make a special offering, either in thanksgiving to God for a blessing received or as a supplication for a need, he/she can contribute to the altar-wine fund. To that end, it will continue to be an item on the “wish-list” in the weekly bulletin.

ICON PROJECT: Patrick Bell reported that, not only have we been able to meet our expenses, but to have a slight surplus. Bearing in mind this winter & the rising cost of oil & gas, that that situation could change very quickly, the Council discussed re-starting the Icon Project, which had been placed on hold because of our financial crisis. It was decided to again contact Jan Isham & to discuss with her the possibility of completing the center panel of the East Wall with the Communion of the Apostles. Financially this icon would be the most feasible at this time (The estimated cost of the panels for the 12 Apostles &, beneath them, the bishop-liturgists would be more expensive.), & it would complete an entire panel. The problem is that, when we decided to put the project on hold, Jan accepted a number of other commitments. That means that, to proceed, we must “re-negotiate” & take our turn on her calendar. Since it is our sincere hope & prayer that in time she will complete the entire East Wall, it is necessary to re-initiate contact.

AOCWNA: Elizabeth (Lois) Johnson reported that the ladies earned $315.48 at the wine festival table & $509 from the rummage sale. They are rebuilding their funds. Elizabeth extended a special “Thank-you” to the women for the Lenten meal on Sept. 14; our Methodist guests were very pleased.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: Fr. Daniel met with Reader Jeremiah, Justina & Catherine Gapter. We will run 3 Church School classes simultaneously after coffee hour (ca. 11:15): Justina & Catherine with pre-teen kids, Readers Andrew & Jeremiah with the teens, & Fr Daniel with the older “children”.  Classes will run about 45 minutes. Elizabeth noted the AOCWNA will fund the Church School program.

SCOUTING: It appears that the Cub Scouts will continue to use our hall most Tuesday evenings. We are insisting with them that they insure that the facilities are properly policed every time they use them. Joshua Houchin, as a partial requirement for the completion of the Eagle Scout Badge, would like to build a fence to encircle our air conditioning units to obscure them & protect them from falling branches. He will present complete plans at our next meeting.

MAINTENANCE/REPAIR: There was discussion about replacing certain of the trees. Lawrence G. is looking into all of them. We will need a proper servicing of the furnace before the onset of winter.

ADOPT AN ALASKAN SEMINARIAN: For some years our parish, in partnership with 3 other Kansas parishes (St. Mary’s, Wichita, St. Mary Magdalene, Manhattan & Ss. Peter & Paul, Topeka), has sponsored a seminarian at St. Herman’s Theological Seminary, Kodiak, Alaska. Each parish has contributed $450.00 annual. This is a worthy project, considering the great need. Unfortunately, we have had to cut our budget drastically. We are, therefore, asking your financial assistance to help us to meet this obligation.
BIENNIEL ARCHDIOCESE CONVENTION REPORT: The main item of business for the General Assembly was the method of assessing the parishes to support the budget of the Archdiocese. The present system, $35.00 per baptized soul, will not meet next year’s budget nor will it allow for future growth. 2 different proposals had been sent to the parishes prior to the Convention. A third arose during the course of the Convention & was passed Fr. Daniel stated that the Metropolitan allowed for little discussion of parish assessment, insisting that the vote be taken by standing, thus making meaningless any proxies which the delegates may have been carrying. The final decision was an annual tithe of each parish’s operating budget (excluding building funds, mortgage payments & special fund-drives requested by the Archdiocese, i.e., for Hurricane Katrina or contributions toward local charities).  The assessment will be 8% of the 2005 parish budget paid in 2006 & an increase of 1% for each of the following 2 years. The assessment of 10% will thereafter become fixed. Bishops Basil & Joseph voted against the above motion, because of their concern for the impact of such an assessment system on smaller parishes. It will be necessary for the Council to examine very carefully at our next meeting how we will confront this new development. 

ADDENDUM

A SINCERE “THANK YOU” FOR THE FOLLOWING:

· In excess of $1,500.00 was contributed by our parishioners to IOCC to assist the victims of Hurricane Katrina.

· An anonymous donor has purchased the newly published 12-volume Menaion.

· The final figures are available for the WINE BLESSING:

Dinners served:   Adults; 346
    Children: 32

TOTAL: 378

Monies collected


$5,782.50

Expenses



$    925.28

Net Profit



$4,857.22

Thanks to the organizers: Justina Houchin, John Stavropoulos & Bill Fekas; & to all who worked to make this such a success.
 News of the Parish & Diocese
Tues., Oct. 4th:
Concert by the world-famous Gloriae Dei Contores (St. George, Wichita)m 7:30pm

Sat., Oct. 8th 
72nd Annual Lebanese Dinner & Food sale (St. George Cathedral, Wichita), 4-8pm.

Sun., Oct. 9th 
72nd Annual Lebanese Dinner & Food sale , 12-7pm.

Sun., Oct. 9th
“Life Chain 2005” (corner 9th & Crawford), 2-3:00pm

Oct. 21st-23rd:
Fall Diocesan Gathering (Hosted by St. Elijah, Oklahoma City)

Sat., Nov. 12th: 
Thanksgiving Dinner (This year we plan to invite the needy & the broader community of Salina to join us.).

Tues., Nov. 15th:
Beginning of the Philip-Fast (40-day fast before Christmas)

Fri., Dec. 16th:
Eve of the Feast of the Holy Prophet Daniel 


All are invited to a fish dinner following Vespers (6:00pm)

Sun., Dec. 25th:
Feast of the Nativity of the Lord.

Fri., Jan, 6th:
Feast of Theophany (commemoration the Baptism of the Lord)

Feb., 7th-10th:
Annual Retreat for the Clergy of the Diocese of Wichita

Sun., Feb. 12th:
Beginning of the Pre-Lenten Season.

Mon., March 6th:
Pure Monday; the First Day of Great Lent

Sun., April 23rd:
The Holy & Great Pascha (Passover) of the Lord (Easter)

Sat., April 29th: 
Big Greek Dinner.

June 15th-18th:
Parish Life Conference (hosted by St. George, El Paso)
Prayers are requested

· Our shut-ins. Sophia Osborn, Catherine Stavropoulos & Richard (James) & Rikki (Joseph-Mary) Hale.
· Our seminarians: 

1. Fr. Deacon Elia & his family, 

2. Reader Paul Sidebottom, instructor at St. Herman's Seminary (address: C/O St. Herman Orthodox Seminary, 414 Mission Road, Kodiak, AK  99615)

3. Fr. Deacon Christopher & Anastasia Morris (address: 98 Wahington St., 2nd floor, Carbondale, PA  1840)

· Mrs. Lucille Hatfield (Fr. Chad's mother), who has been diagnosed with non-Hodgkin's lymphoma, for which she is being treated with chemotherapy.

· For the repose of the soul of Sarah Megan, departed sister Kh. Thekla Hatfield & Sid Gray.

· For the repose of the soul of Kathleen Murphy, sister of Samuel Wygal, who reposed on Sun., July 17th.

· For the repose of the soul of Morris Burwell, father of Jeanine (Johna) Walker, who reposed on Mon., July 18th.

· For the repose of the soul of Najla Mufarrij, mother of His Grace Alexander, Bishop of Ottowa, Eastern Canada & Up-State New York. She fell asleep in the Lord on Tues., July 19th, in Lebanon.
· For the repose of the soul of Fr. Elias Meena, pastor of St. Luke, Solon, OH, who fell asleep in the Lord on Mon., July 26th.

· For the repose of the soul of Margaret Yetter, step-mother of Sub-deacon David Yetter, who reposed on Tues, Sept. 27th.
Parish Wish-List: 
· Donors toward the altar-wine ($12.00 each). A response to this appeal would be very much appreciated!

· A sound-system for the Temple.
God Grant You Many, Many Blessed Years!

Names' Days
Dr. Ray Russin (Venerable Father Roman the Sweet-Singer, Oct. 1st), Jeanine Houchin (Holy Virgin-Martyr Justina, Oct. 2nd ), Fr. Thomas Neustrom (Holy Apostle Thomas, Oct. 6th), Allissa Houchin (Holy Prophet Joel, Oct. 19th) 

& Chelsea Pantle (Holy Mother Tabatha, Oct. 25th).

Birthdays
Khouriya Thekla Hatfield (Oct. 11th), Shanon Berquist (Oct. 21st) 

& Loys Guest (Oct. 22nd).
Wedding Anniversaries
Fedor & Irene Andreev (Oct. 3rd.) & Christopher & Jennifer Klapp (Oct. 5th).
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