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Overshadowed by thy coming, O Mother of God, we, the right faithful people, celebrate today with splendor; and gazing at thine all-precious image, we say with compunction: Cover us with thy precious omophorion, and deliver us from all evil, entreating thy Son, Christ our God, that He save our souls.
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Funerals always move us, both in that they are occasions to mourn the loss of a loved one & in that they confront us with own mortality. The Falling asleep in the Lord of our dear matriarch & sister-in-Christ Sophia Osborn has, undoubtedly left a gap in all our lives. It is hoped that the following article will help us to appreciate the importance & significance of prayers for the departed in Christ. Following its wise counsels, may we both more earnestly devote ourselves to prayer for departed loved ones & also shape our way of life in such a way that it may spiritually benefit both ourselves & our departed loved ones.

Pray for the Reposed!
by the New Hieromartyr John of Riga
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The death of people who are close & dear to us is one of the most difficult trials sent to us by the Lord God during this temporary life. There are no tears more bitter than the tears of a mother for the beloved child of her heart who goes to the grave before his time. What sorrow can we compare to the sorrow of widows & orphans? Nonetheless, our Lord & Saviour turns to these people, the most unfortunate ones in the eyes of the world, saying respectfully, “Do not weep!” The Apostle Paul commands these sorrowing ones, saying, “Do not sorrow!”
What does all this mean? Of course, it does not mean that we should forget those dear loved ones of ours who have departed, that we should cast them out of our hearts. No. We should love them after their death just as we loved them in life. However, we should not sorrow over their death. Death does not separate us who are in incorporated into Christ from communion in love with those who are dear to us. The Lord Himself has given us the very grace-filled means needed to have communion with them. The first among these means is prayer. Prayer is the best means for spiritual communion among people who are still alive. The Apostle Paul beseeched the believers to pray continually for him in order that the Lord would grant him strength & power to preach. Likewise, St. Paul prayed for others that the Lord would confirm them in the Faith & in a Christian life. There is no doubt that the prayers of believers strengthened the Apostle & that his prayers strengthened them.

We find an amazing example of the power & action of mutual prayer in the Acts of the Apostles. While St. Peter was in prison sleeping between 2 guards, prayer was made without ceasing of the Church unto God for him (Acts 12:5). What was the result of this prayer? During that very night, the Angel of the Lord appeared in the prison, awoke the sleeping Apostle & led him out of prison.

The power & action of prayer for the souls of the departed is even greater than prayer for the living. There is no greater comfort than prayer & no greater joy than joy in the Lord for those who are separated from their bodies. It is unjust, as some think, to assume that the needs of our departed brethren are unknown to us. However, this is not true. The spiritual needs of the dead are the same as the spiritual needs of the living. The dead need the mercy & goodness of the Heavenly Father, forgiveness & remission of sins, grace-filled help from God in the fulfillment of all good desires & the peace & ease of the heart & conscience. These things are most important both for the living & the dead. Give rest, O Lord, to the souls of Thy departed servants is the continual prayer & best intention of our Mother Church for the souls of Her departed. We should also beseech the Lord with this intention for the departed souls of our own loved ones.

It could be that some soul bound himself with earthly attachments, with earthly cares & could not be free of them after death. Earthly thoughts about home & cares about acquiring things might still tug at this soul, torture him & not allow him the freedom to strive with heart & soul towards God. We should pray that the Lord will grant rest to such a soul in the quiet harbor of His Kingdom. We should pray that the Lord will destroy & burn up in the fire of His Grace the memory of his earthly cares. We should pray that the Lord will warm this soul with love & with the desire for eternal treasure, that the Lord will give rest to this soul in the sweetest hope of eternal blessedness...

Perhaps, having confessed at the hour of death, some soul did so quickly, in a confused manner. This soul might have forgotten something because of troubled feelings, & he now grieves over this. Perhaps, this soul did not have time to offer God true repentance, to fully cleanse his sins by tears of compunction. Perhaps, the awareness of unconfessed & unforgiven sins tear & torture this soul. Pray for this soul who is suffering. Pray that the Lord God comfort him with the protection of His inextinguishable mercy Pray that this soul receive, albeit at this late hour, remission of sins because of his sincere remorse.

Who can enumerate all those bonds with which our soul might bind itself in this lifetime & by which it might remain bound for eternity. One might have been envious of his neighbor in the depths of ones soul & bound himself thus. Another person might have mocked the weakness of His neighbor & become according to the words of the Lord, worthy of Hell. Another person might have lied & as a result became the son of the father of lies [the devil]. If Thou shouldest mark iniquities, O Lord, O Lord, who shall stand? Therefore, no matter how holy a man's life might be, no one can be sure that he will pass into the next world completely reconciled with God. No man can say that the prayerful intercessions of those brethren who are left alive are unnecessary for him.

[image: image5.jpg]


Was not the repentance of St. Ephraim the Syrian sincere & deep? Even he, sensing that his end was near, besought his brethren, “O Brothers, accompany me into the world above with prayers, psalms, & offerings. Remember me on the fortieth day after my death; because prayers & offerings made by the living help the departed.”
Works of charity are another means of communion with the departed. “If you desire to honor the dead, offer a gift for him. Honor him by good works, charitable offerings & services” (St. John Chrysostom). Send gifts for the reposed through the hands of the poor & the hopeless. In the name of the reposed, do acts of charity to the best of your ability & be assured that your gift will be received by God. Our Lord Jesus Christ has assures us that our gifts will be received, saying, In as much as ye have done it unto one of the least of these My brethren, ye have done it unto Me (Matt. 25:40). Can it be that He Who is all-powerful will remain in debt to us? If you give food & drink to the hungry & the thirsty in His Name, then the Lord will fill the soul of your departed brother with the appearance of His light-bearing & joy-filling Image.

It could be that the soul of your relative is ashamed before the holy angels because of his lack of good deeds & because of his wretched sins, & he hides in darkness & in murky depths from the face of God. Clothe the naked; wash the feet of the tired; receive & give rest to the traveler in the name of such a soul; & the merciful Lord will vest this soul in the Garment of His Mercy, will adorn it in the Robe of His justification, will wash its sinful filth in His Most Precious Blood...

It could be that the soul of your friend bound by sins languishes in a dungeon without the vision of God's face. Hurry to a prison & assuage the heart of a suffering prisoner in the name of your departed friend. The Lord will send His bright angels to comfort the soul of your sorrowing friend, to strengthen him with hope & to make him rejoice in the promise of God's mercy.

It could be that a soul has left this world for the spiritual world without having drawn close to the holy inhabitants of that world through prayer; he may have appeared in that higher sphere as one entering a strange & unfamiliar land & may not find any spiritual 'relative' in this upper Sion. Take in the stranger; give rest to the beggar; give him a place to rest his head, & the Lord will grant the soul, for whom you do this, one of the bright dwellings in His Father's mansion. The souls of the righteous will receive this soul in bright & joyful communion. St. John Chrysostom says, “If we desire to relieve the sufferings of a sinner, let us do acts of mercy in his name. Though he be unworthy, the Lord will comfort & pity him.”

When we pray for the reposed & do charitable works in their name, it is necessary, Brethren, to reflect on our own death while there is still time. We should prepare now so that we will not pass into the future life of torture bound by bonds of sin. No matter how short or how long the Lord has determined that we will live on earth, there is no doubt that our entire present life is a road leading to death & to the threshold of eternity There is nothing better or of more value for us to acquire than a peaceful, blameless, repentant & Christian end to our life. He who has lived piously will repose piously. He who has lived with the Lord will die with the Lord. He who zealously serves the Lord before death will be with the Lord after his repose. Where I am, there shall also My servant be. For if we believe that Jesus died & rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with Him.

According to the Holy Fathers, what is the greatest & most effective Prayer which can Be offered for those of the Church who have fallen asleep?
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In the second half of the 4th century the see of Jerusalem was occupied by the great & holy bishop Cyril (+386). He has left for us a priceless record: a series of homilies delivered to those who were preparing for holy Baptism. These are arranged in 2 sets: (a) those delivered during the 2nd half of Lent & (b) those given during the week following pascha, Bright Wee. In the last of this latter set of 5 homilies he states the following concerning the commemoration of the departed during the Divine Liturgy:
…we beseech the merciful God to send forth His Holy Spirit upon the gifts lying before Him; that He may make the Bread the Body of Christ, & the Wine the Blood of Christ; for whatsoever the Holy Ghost has touched, is surely sanctified & changed. 

8. Then, after the spiritual sacrifice, the bloodless service, is completed, over that sacrifice of propitiation we entreat God for the common peace of the Churches, for the welfare of the world; for kings; for soldiers & allies; for the sick; for the afflicted; and, in a word, for all who stand in need of succour we all pray & offer this sacrifice.
 

9. Then we commemorate also those who have fallen asleep before us, first Patriarchs, Prophets, Apostles, Martyrs that at their prayers & intercessions God would receive our petition. Then on behalf also of the Holy Fathers & Bishops who have fallen asleep before us, & in a word of all who in past years have fallen asleep among us, believing that it will be a very great benefit to the souls, for whom the supplication is put up, while that holy & most awful sacrifice is set forth. 

10. & I wish to persuade you by an illustration. For I know that many say, what is a soul profited, which departs from this world either with sins or without sins, if it be commemorated in the prayer? For if a king were to exile one who had offended him, & then his friends should weave a crown & offer it to the king in behalf of the exile, would he not grant a remission of his penalties? In the same way we, when we offer to Him our supplications for those who have fallen asleep, though they be sinners, we weave no crown, but offer up Christ sacrificed for our sins, propitiating our merciful God for them as well as for ourselves.
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In a similar vein the holy John Chrysostom (+407), the Archbishop of Constantinople, the great expositor of the Holy Scriptures, writes:

It is a great honor to have your name commemorated at that time [during the great Eucharistic Prayer, immediately after the bread & wine have become the true Body & Blood of Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit]. When the King is seated upon His throne & someone requests something of Him, He may grant it. Thus, someone may gain something & be benefited by it. But when the King rises to leave, one will say only in vain whatever he says. It is so at the awesome Mysteries, that is, Christ the King, is upon the Holy Altar Table, it is for all “a great honor to be commemorated”. At that time “the awesome Mystery is being proclaimed & confessed publicly (cf. I Corinthians 11:26) – that God was sacrificed (offered Himself) for the whole world”. Together, then with that great miracle, the Church militant reminds God of the sinners & petitions Him to give them rest “where the light of His countenance shines”.

On another occasion St. John Chrysostom writes:

Let us not tire of helping those we love who departed for the other life. Let us not tire of praying for them, particularly at the time of the Divine Liturgy. For at that time “the common purification of the world is at hand”. For this reason, then, let us pray with courage for the whole world, & let us commemorate our departed together with the Martyrs, the Confessors & the priest. For we – all the faithful – are one spiritual body, even though some of its members are “brighter” than others. Let us commemorate them. Let us ask forgiveness for them from everywhere – from petitions, from the gifts offered for them & from the Saints who are commemorated with them at the time of the Divine Liturgy.

Elsewhere, he asks:
If the children of Job were purified by the sacrifice of their father (cf. Job 1:5), why do you doubt that, if we, too, offer petitions & sacrifice to God for the departed, there is for them a certain consolation.

News from St. Mary Magdalene
The K-State OCF has been slow to start this year as a student organization--our traditional meeting time, of first Sundays monthly, has twice, now, fallen on weekends with Monday student holidays. Nonetheless the life of our community had been enriched by our newly arrived students. The season of the Cross was much beautified at the Mission by the presence at our chanters' stand of Greta Kliewer of Holy Transfiguration, Hillsboro. Those of us who sing, have hope of learning much from her during her sojourn among us.

The end of the fiscal year approaches, & with it time for the faithful to consider anew how they will support the Church during the next year. The Mission Council will be meeting soon to launch a pledge drive for the next fiscal year. If you have not pledged before, please consider supporting the Mission in a formal way this next year.
All Saints Parish Council– Sun., Sept. 17th, 2006
* Seraphima Berquist responded to the call for a Council Secretary

* Treasurer: Patrick Bell announced that an increase in Fr. Daniel’s health insurance of $36.00 per month had been overlooked by Fr. Daniel since March of 2006, & the council voted to make up the difference of those several months in one lump sum, the total being $216.00 in a check to be made out to Fr. Daniel. The council also approved an increase Fr. Daniel’s remuneration for insurance to $756.00 per month in order to reflect the monthly increase
* Vineyard Blessing: In discussing the financial report, Seraphima mentioned that we had actually netted $3,715.79 from the vineyard blessing this year. The amount previously announced was in error, because not all food bills had been presented. The difference of the net profit this year as opposed to last was directly relatied to the additional cost of renting the facility & the charge of 10% per ticket that the vineyard sold. Approximately $900.00 total.
* Sound System: Although we are still awaiting information on funding for this project, the electrical wiring necessary for the project has been donated & installed.
* Enquirer’s classes: Beginning on Sun., Sept. 10th from 6:00pm – 8:00pm, these classes are continuing. There are currently 2 enquirers.
* Our local St. Sophia chapter of the Antiochian Women will sponsor a rummage sale is scheduled for Oct. 27-28. You can bring items from now on.

* Eagle Scout Project:  Joshua Houchin made a presentation regarding his proposal to fence in the air conditioning unites along the side of the Temple. His request was tentatively approved. He was asked to bring a detailed scale drawing & to contact the air conditioning people to insure that the fencing would present no problems for the future.
* Parish Pre-Advent Thanksgiving Dinner: This dinner which is scheduled for Sat., Nov. 12th, beginning at noon will be open to the public & all are encouraged to bring friends & family.  

* Pre-Holiday Fund Raiser: This was an idea presented by Fr. Daniel. It would mean the selection of 3 to 6 unique specialty items. They would be pre-sold for the holidays. That way we would know in advance exactly how much & what to purchase. They would be prepared & made available for pick-up on a set date prior to the holidays. Seraphima & Monica volunteered to look into the feasibility of such a project.

Memory Eternal
On Sun., Sept. 17th, the feast of the holy Martyr Sophia & her 3 daughters: Faith, Hope & Charity, our dear sister Sophia Osborn fell asleep in that Lord. We extend our sincerest condolences to her sons & to all her family.
A word from a loving son
On Sept. 17th, Sophia Osborn fell asleep on the feast of her patron Saint, Sophia, at 4:20pm. She had told many of us that she prayed that her repose would be either on Pascha or on the day of the veneration of St. Sophia, her heavenly patron. She had her final wish.

During the Orthodox Funeral on the following Wed. evening & Thurs. morning, eulogies were delivered by Fr. Daniel Griffith, Fr. Thomas Neustrom & Saidna Basil.

His Grace shared his close relationship with Sophia & informed all that on that day in addition to the Divine Liturgy at All Saints, Liturgies were being offered up by our Metropolitan Philip in New jersey, by the monks on Mount Athos in Greece (at the instigation of her close friend the monk Paul of St. Paul’s Monastery), by our Antiochian leaders in Syria, by Fr. Paul, the dean of St. George Cathedral, Wichita, as well as in other Orthodox Churches around the world.
As her son, I was stunned that her influence was so far reaching! I did know that she & Metropolitan Philip were in almost constant communication over the passed 12 years, sharing birthday, Christmas & Pascha letter, but this plethora of priestly intercession & love was unanticipated.

Surely, I will never again experience someone from my own family so blessed & cherished by so many!

As the Orthodox community offers up her intercessory prayers over the 40 days following my mother’s repose, as the Church directs us to pray for the forgiveness of all of Sophia’s sins, I only wish that all of you receiving this eulogy had known Sophia & understood her intense faith. She loved her Church & her God with all of her heart,

Please find it in your dedicated prayers to include Sophia.

In His work, we pray

DR. VERNON E. & SARA L. OSBORN 
News of the Parish & Diocese
Sun., Oct. 1st, 2-3:00pm: The Life-Chain, at the corner of 9th & Crawford, Salina, sponsored by Salinians For Life & Kansans For Life.

Oct. 6th-8th: Orthodox Youth Outing to Phoenix

Mon., Oct. 9th: “Orthodoxy: A Faith for All People”, by Kh. Frederica Matthews-Greene (featuring noted author, nationally syndicated columnist & NPR radio Personality), at St. George Cathedral, Wichita, 7:00pm
Sat., Oct. 14th, 4-8pm: The 73rd Annual Lebanese Dinner & Food Sale, sponsored by Sr. George Cathedral, Wichita. [Dinner tickets: adults, $14.00; children 10 & under, $7.00]

Sun., Oct. 15th, noon-7pm: The 73rd Annual Lebanese Dinner & Food Sale 

Oct. 20th-21st: Fall Gathering (keynote speaker: Marta Khoury, “Are There Still Christians in the Holy Land”), hosted by St. Elijah, Oklahoma City

Fri., Oct. 27th-Sat., Oct. 28th: Rummage Sale sponsored by the Antiochian Women (Volunteers needed).

Sat., Nov. 11th: Annual Pre-Advent Thanksgiving Dinner (turkeys needed)
Wed., Nov. 15th: Beginning of the 40-day Philip (Pre-Christmas)-Fast

Tues., Nov. 21st: Feast of the Presentation of the Theotokos in the Temple
Sun., Dec. 17th: Feast of the holy Prophet Daniel (the annual baked fish dinner hosted by Fr. Daniel).
Mon., Dec. 25th: Feast of the Nativity of the Lord (Christmas)
Mon., Jan., 1st: Feast of the Circumcision of the Lord & of St. basil the Great (Name’s Day of our Bishop & Father in Christ Basil)
Sat., Jan. 6th: Feast of the Baptism of the Lord (Theophany/Epiphany)
Fri., Feb. 2nd: Feast of the Meeting of the Lord in the Temple (Presentation/Purification/ Candlemas)
Feb. 6th-9th: Annual Clergy Retreat for the Diocese of Wichita with retreat-master, Archimandrite Zacharias of the Monastery of St. John the Baptist, Essex, England, & topic The Hidden Man of the Heart (I Peter 3:4): Christian Anthropology as it is mirrored in the heart according to the teaching of Elder Sophrony
Mon., Feb. 19th: Pure Monday (First day of Great Lent)
Sun., March 25th: Feast of the Annunciation
Sun., April 1st: Entrance of the Lord into the Jerusalem (Palm Sunday)
Sun., April 8th: Great & Holy Pascha (Easter)


June 14th-17th: 3rd Annual Parish Life Conference of the Diocese of Wichita & Mid-America, hosted by Ss. Peter & Paul, Topeka

July 23rd-29th: Archdiocese Convention, hosted by St. Nicholas, Montreal

Prayer Requests: 
· Fr. Thomas Neustrom, whose health continues to weaken.
· Kh. Joanne (wife of Fr. John Abdullah, editor of The Word), who is suffering from cancer.

· John Osborn, currently a patient at Smokey Hill Rehabilitation Center.
· Our shut-ins. Sophia Osborn (residing at the Bethany Home, 321 N. Chestnut, Lindsborg, Ks 67456 Room Phone: [785] 227-2669; Office Phone: [785] 227-2721), & Richard (James) & Rikki (Joseph-Mary) Hale.
· Those who keep our seminarians running: 

1. Fr. Chad Hatfield & Kh. Thekla, the Dean & assistant at St. Herman's Seminary, Kodiak, Alaska

2. Reader Paul Sidebottom, instructor at St. Herman's 

· Cindy Foster, daughter of Eleanor Smith, suffering from a non-cancerous brain tumor.

· For the repose of the soul of Mary Lucille Hatfield, who reposed on Tues., Jan. 31st 

· For the repose of the soul of Catherine Stavropoulos, who fell asleep in the Lord on Sun., May 28th.

· For the repose of the soul of the servant of God, Archpriest Nicholas Bell (pastor, St. Mary’s, Topeka, IN), who reposed on Wed., June 14th.

· For the repose of the soul of Lynette Shoppe, OCMC Missionary in Albania, who fell asleep in the Lord on Sun., Aug., 27th in Albania

· For the repose of the soul of Sophia Osborn, who fell asleep in the Lord on Sun., Sept. 17th.

Moved, But Not Forgotten
Fr. Christopher Morris: 1507 Avenue G - Kearney, NE 68847; 308-234-9252: Email: fr.christophermorris@yahoo.com
Kh Anastasia Morris: Email: jm_anastasia@yahoo.com. 
Peter Marbais: address:  5134 Berry Rose Way, Cary, NC  27511    
Email:    pmarbais@moc.edu
A Letter From Peter

North Carolina is treating me well. I miss you all, & I miss Hutchinson Community College; but Mount Olive is ideally suited to my. Cary’s a great transitional spot. The Carolinas call it the Containment Area for Relocated Yankees. Luckily, as a mis-Westerner, I only have to wait 3 months to be out of quarantine. I hope all is well in Salina.
Love, 

Peter

Holy Bread Schedule
Please prepare 3 loaves for Sunday Divine Liturgies & 1 loaf for weekday liturgies. When there is bread needed on a week day the individual responsible for the previous Sunday is asked to bake extra loaves for the upcoming week days. One recipe may be divided into 4 loaves. Bread may be baked ahead & frozen, (1 to 2 weeks ahead) sealed in Ziploc bags with paper towel wrapped around each loaf. Thank you!
Sun., Oct. 1 
Anna Bell
Sun., Oct. 8
Elizabeth Lindgren
Sun., Oct. 15 
Sophia Leopold
Sun., Oct. 22 
Johna Walker
Sun., Oct. 29 
Elizabeth Johnson
God Grant You Many, Many Blessed Years!

Names' Days
Dr. Ray Russin (Venerable Father Roman the Sweet-Singer, Oct. 1st), 

Fr. Thomas Neustrom (Holy Apostle Thomas, Oct. 6th), 

Allissa Houchin (Holy Prophet Joel, Oct. 19th) 

& Chelsea Pantle (Holy Mother Tabatha, Oct. 25th).

Birthdays
Khouriya Thekla Hatfield (Oct. 11th), 

Shanon Berquist (Oct. 21st) 

& Loys Guest (Oct. 22nd).
Wedding Anniversaries
Fedor & Irene Andreev (Oct. 3rd.) 

& Christopher & Jennifer Klapp (Oct. 5th).


-
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Coffee Hour Schedule


Oct. 1      Bell


Oct. 8      Gapter-Gray


Oct. 15    Lambert-Wygal


Oct. 22    Mai family


Oct. 29     Houchin-Walker-Leopold








� The order of these intercessions is based upon that of the Liturgy of St. James rather than that of St. Basil or St. John Chrysostom; but his statements in regard to the commemoration of the departed would hold for either of the Liturgies in use among us.





