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Today the Virgin bears Him Who is transcendent in Nature; to the Unapproachable, the earth offers a small cave; angels join in choir with shepherds in giving glory; with a star the Magi travel on their journey; for our sakes is born a young Child, He Who is God before all ages.
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I behold a new & wondrous mystery. My ears re​sound to the shepherd's song, piping no soft me​lo​dy, but chanting full forth a heavenly hymn. The an​gels sing. The arch​an​gels blend their voice in har​​mony. The cher​u​bim hymn their joyful praise. The ser​a​phim ex​alt His glory. All join to praise this holy feast, be​hold​ing the God​head here on earth, & man in heav​en. He Who is above, now for our re​demp​tion dwells here be​low; & he that was lowly is by di​vine mercy rais​ed.

Bethlehem this day resembles heaven, hearing from the stars the singing of an​gelic voices &, in place of the sun, en​folds within itself on every side, the Sun of Justice. And ask not how: for where God wills, the or​der of nature yields. For He willed, He had the pow​er, He descended, He re​deem​ed; all things move in obe​di​​ence to God. This day He Who Is, is born; & He Who Is, be​comes what He was not. For when He was God, He became man; yet not departing from the God​head that is His. Nor yet by any loss of divinity be​came He man, nor through in​crease became He God from man; but being the Word He became flesh, His na​ture, because of impas​sibility, remaining un​changed.

When He was born the Jews denied His extraordinary birth; the Pharisees began to interpret false​ly the Sacred Writings; the Scribes spoke in con​tra​dic​tion of that which they read. Herod sought Him out Who was born, not that he might adore, but to put Him to death. Today all things pro​​claim the op​posite. For they have not been, that I may speak with the psalmist, hidden from their chil​dren, in an​oth​er generation [Ps. 77:4]. And so the kings have come, & they have seen the heav​en​ly King that has come up​on the earth, not bringing with Him angels, nor archangels, nor thrones, nor do​minations, nor powers, nor principalities, but, tread​ing a new & solitary path, He has come forth from a spotless womb.
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Yet He has not forsaken His angels, nor left them deprived of His care, nor because of His In​carnation has he departed from the Godhead. And be​​​hold kings have come, that they might adore the heavenly King of glo​ry; soldiers, that they might serve the Leader of the hosts of Heav​en; wo​men, that they might adore Him Who was born of a wo​man so that He might change the pains of child-birth in​​​to joy; virgins, to the Son of the Virgin, be​hold​ing with joy, that He Who is the Giv​er of milk, Who has decreed that the foun​tains of the breast pour forth in ready streams, re​ceives from a Vir​gin Mother the food of in​fan​cy; in​fants, that they may adore Him Who became a lit​tle child, so that out of the mouth of babes & of suckl​ings, He might per​fect praise; children, to the Child Who rais​ed up mar​​tyrs through the rage of Herod; men, to Him Who be​came man, that He might heal the mis​e​ries of His servants; shep​herds, to the Good Shep​herd Who has laid down His life for His sheep; priests, to Him Who has be​come an High Priest according to the or​​der of Melchise​dech; servants, to Him Who took up​on Him​self the form of a servant that He might bless our ser​vitude with the reward of free​dom [Phil. 2:7]; fish​er​man, to Him Who from amongst fishermen chose catch​ers of men; pub​li​cans, to Him Who from amongst them nam​ed a chosen Evangelist; sin​ful women, to Him Who exposed His Feet to the tears of the repentant; & that He may embrace them all together, all sin​ners have come, that they may look upon the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.

Since therefore all rejoice, I too desire to rejoice. I too wish to share the choral dance, to ce​le​brate the festival. But I take my part, not plucking the harp,…not with the music of the pipes, nor hold​ing a torch, but holding in my arms the cradle of Christ. For this is all my hope, this my life, this my salvation, this my pipe, my harp. And bearing it I come; &, having from its pow​er received the gift of speech, I too, with the angels, sing: Glory to God in the High​est; & with the shepherds, & on earth peace, good will among men…
What shall I say to you; what shall I tell you? I behold a Mother who has brought forth; I see a Child come to this light by birth. The manner of His conception I can​not com​prehend. Nature here is overcome, the boun​daries of the established or​der set aside, where God so wills. For not according to nature has this thing come to pass. Nature here rested, while the Will of God labored…The Only Be​gotten, Who is before all ages, Who can​not be touched or per​ceived, Who is sim​ple, without body, has now put on my body, that is visible & li​able to cor​ruption…
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And He was born from a Virgin, who knew not His purpose; neith​er had she labor​ed with Him to bring it to pass, nor contrib​uted to that which He had done, but was the simple in​stru​ment of His Hid​den Power. That alone she knew which she had learned by her question to Gab​riel: How shall this be done, be​cause I know not man? Then said he,…The Holy Spir​it shall come upon thee, & the power of the Most High shall oversha​dow thee.

And in what manner was the Almighty with her, Who in a little while came forth from her? He was as the craftsman, who com​ing on some suit​able material, fashions to himself a beautiful ves​sel; so Christ, finding the holy body & soul of the Vir​gin, builds for Himself a living tem​ple, & as He had willed, formed there a man from the Virgin; &, putting Him on, this day came forth; unashamed of the lowliness of our nature…Let that handiwork be forever glo​ri​fied, which became the cloak of its own Creator. For as in the first creation of flesh, man could not be made before the clay had come into His hand, so neither could this corruptible body be glo​rified, until it had first become the garment of its Maker.

What shall I say! And how shall I describe this Birth to you? For this won​der fills me with as​tonishment. The Ancient of days has be​come an In​fant. He Who sits up​on the sublime & heav​en​ly throne, now lies in a man​ger. And He Who cannot be touched, Who is simple, without com​plexity & in​cor​poreal, now lies subject to the hands of men. He Who has broken the bonds of sinners, is now bound by an infants' bands…For this He assumed my body, that I may be​come capable of His Word; taking my flesh, He gives me His Spirit; & so He bestowing & I receiving, He prepares for me the treasure of Life. He takes my flesh, to sanctify me; He gives me His Spirit, that He may save me.
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But what can I say? And of what shall my feeble tongue speak? Behold a Vir​​​gin shall conceive [Is. 7:14]. This is no longer said of some​thing that is to be, but re​​ceiv​ed as something fulfilled. And it was fulfilled among the Jews, to whom it was fore​told; it is believ​ed by us, to whom it was not at any time an​nounc​​ed. Be​hold a Vir​gin shall con​ceive. The Deed was given to the Syn​​a​gogue, but to the Church was giv​en possession. The one found a doc​ument, the other a pearl of great price…Judah brings Him forth,…The Synago​gue nourished & in​struct​ed Him, the Church seiz​ed Him & holds Him fast …

She has brought forth as He Who was born decreed to be born. Not as nature de​creed, but He as nature's Lord has made for Himself a new & unheard of birth, that He may show Himself as man; but not brought forth as men are born, but born as God. For from a Virgin He came forth this day, He Who has set nature aside & risen above the ways of nuptials.

It was fitting that the Giver of all holiness should enter this world by a pure & holy birth. For He it is that of old formed Adam from the virgin earth, & from Adam without help of woman formed wo​man…That Adam might not take pride, that he without woman had engendered wo​man, a Woman with​out man has begotten man; so that by the similarity of the mystery is prov​ed the similarity in nature. For as before the Almighty took a rib from Adam, & by that Adam was not made less; so in the Virgin He formed a living temple, & the holy virginity remain​ed unchanged. Sound & unharmed Adam remained even after the deprivation of a rib; un​stain​ed the Virgin though a Child was born of her…
Should Gentile or Jew ask me, did Christ Who is God by nature, be​come man in a manner above nature, I answer: "that is so," & call as witness the unstained seal of virginity. It is God alone Who can so rise above nature; for He is the Maker of the womb, the Author of virginity, Who has thus without stain preserved the man​ner of His own Birth & in a mys​terious way has form​ed there, according to His will, a temple unto Him​self…
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Come, then, let us observe the Feast. Come, & we shall commem​or​ate the so​lemn festival. It is a strange manner of celebrat​ing a fes​tival; but truly wondrous is the whole chronicle of the Nativity. For this day the ancient slav​ery is ended, the devil confounded, the demons take to flight, the power of death is broken, Paradise is un​locked, the curse is taken away, sin is remov​ed from us, error driv​en out, truth has been brought back, the speech of kind​li​ness diffused & spreads on every side, a heavenly way of life has been implanted on the earth, angels communicate with men without fear, & men now hold speech with angels.

Why is this? Because God is now on earth, & man in heaven; on every side all things com​mingle. He has come on earth, while being Whole in heav​en; & while complete in heaven, He is without di​minution on earth. Though He was God, He became Man; not denying Him​self to be God. Though being the impassible Word, He became flesh; that He might dwell amongst us, He be​came Flesh. He did not become God. He was God. Wherefore He be​came flesh, so that He Whom heaven did not contain, a manger would this day re​ceive. He was plac​ed in a manger, so that He, by Whom all things are nourished, may receive an in​fant's food from His Virgin Mother. So, the Fa​ther of all ages, as an infant at the breast, nestles in the virginal arms, that the Magi may more easily see Him. Since this day the Ma​gi too have come & made a beginning of with​stand​ing tyranny; & the heavens give glory, as the Lord is re​veal​ed by a star.

And sitting upon the swift cloud of His Body the Lord flies into Egypt; to es​cape the treach​ery of Her​od…As Firstborn He en​​ters Egypt this day, that He may end the mourning over her [Egypt’s] an​cient grief. Luke has tes​ti​fied that Christ shall be called a first​born: & she brought forth her first​born Son. He enters there​fore that He may dis​solve the ancient sorrow, & instead of plagues bring joy. In place of night & darkness, He brings the Light of salva​tion. The stream of young life was stained by the slaughter of the In​no​cents. He has therefore en​ter​ed the land of Egypt, Who of old made her riv​ers red. Now He grants the flow​​ing river the power to give sal​va​tion; & cleanses their stains & af​flictions with the power of His Holy Spirit. The Egyptians had been punish​ed; &, turning with fury, they had denied God. He went there​fore into Egypt & fill​ed religious souls with the knowledge of God & disposed that the river should nourish martyrs more numerous than its reeds…
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But what shall I say? What shall I utter? Behold an infant wrapped in swad​​dl​ing clothes & lying in a manger. Mary is present, who is both Virgin & Mother. Joseph is present, who is called father. He is called hus​​band, she is called wife. The names indeed are lawful, but there is no oth​er bond. We speak here of words, not of things. He was espoused to her, but the Most High over​sha​dow​ed her. Hence, Joseph, doubting, knew not what to call the Infant. He would not dare to say that It was con​​ceived in adultery; he could not speak harshly against the Virgin; he shrank from call​​ing the Child his own. He knew well that here was something unknown to him; how or whence was this Child born? & being an​xious because of this, there came to him a message, by the voice of an an​gel, which said: Fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife, for that which is conceived in her, is of the Holy Ghost.

The Holy Ghost overshadowed the Virgin. Where​fore was He born of a vir​gin, & wherefore was her virginity preserved? Because the devil had de​ceiv​ed the virgin Eve; accordingly, to Mary, who was a virgin, Gabriel bore a mes​sage of joy. As Eve, being deceived, uttered a word that was the cause of death, so Mary, receiving good tidings, brought forth in the flesh a Word that gave us eternal Life. The word of Eve led to the tree, be​​cause of which Adam was driven from Pa​radise; the Word which the Vir​gin brought forth, led to the Cross, because of which the Thief, standing in the place of Adam, was led into Pa​radise…
Seeing that men, abandoning Him, fashioned for themselves statues, to which, offending God, they gave adoration, for which cause, on this day, the Word of God, being truly God, appeared in the form of man, that He might set aright this falsehood; & in a veil​ed manner, has turned all adora​tion un​to Himself. To Him, then, Who out of confusion has wrought a clear path, to Christ, to the Father & to the Holy Ghost, we offer all praise, now & for​ever. Amen.
Donations toward flowers for the Christmas/Theophany Holidays 

are currently being accepted!
News of the Parish Council
The list of those baoptized souls for whom we are obliged to submit an annu​al assessment of $30.00 each to the Archdiocese. This has led to a more realistic figure. The proposed budget for 2005 was reviewed & will be present​ed to the parish at the Annual General Meeting on Dec. 5th. Andrew/ Jeff Walker reported a net profit of $487.00 for our Soup & Sandwich Dinner. Lois Johnson & Lukie Neustrom have volunteered to co-preside over the Antiochian Women. We are on sche​dule for Dec. 12th to begin installation of our new additions to the East Wall: a large icon of Christ in Glory & a grouping of 3 prophets. The following names have been nominated to fill vacancies on the Parish Council: Joel Mai, Andrew Walker & Monica Lambert. Willis Bell has been asked to fill an additional vacancy.
News of the Mis​sion of St. Mary Mag​da​lene, Manhattan
This month was blessed by our connections with Holy Transfiguration, Hills​boro. Our altar welcomed Fr. John Baize at No​vember's second Litur​gy, & shortly after the conclusion of our last Li​turgy on Nov. 27th, our new Holy Table was deliv​ered by Duane Kliewer, whose handiwork also graces the temple of Holy Transfiguration. The month ended with a visit from Fr. Chad & our adopted seminarian Ilia for High Tea on Nov. 30th. Plans for the future include a Christmas Eve Liturgy with Fr. Philip Vree​land as celebrant, & a class for inquirers & catechu​mens beginning after Theophany.

News of the Parish
Wed., Dec. 1st: Visit of Fr. Chad & the sub-deacon Ilia, the seminarian whom we, together with St. Mary Magdalene, Manhattan, Ss. Peter & Paul, To​pe​ka, & St. Mary, Wi​chita, support. There will be a dinner sponsor​ed by Fr. Thomas & Lukie Neustrom, following Vespers, 6:00pm.

Sun., Dec. 5th: Annual General Parish Meeting with elections to the Parish Council.

Wed., Dec. 15th: Enthronement of His Grace Basil as first Bishop of Wichita and Mid-America. His eminence Philip will pre​side over the solemn service at 7:00pm in the Cathedral of St. George, Wichita.

Thurs., Dec. 16th: The eve of Fr. Daniel’s Name’s Day will be marked by a fish dinner catered by Bill Fekas. Come one! Come all!
Fri., Dec. 24th, Christmas Eve:  Vesperal Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great, 3:00pm   Orthros, 10:00pm  Festal Divine Liturgy, 11:00pm

Sat., Jan. 1st: Name’s Day of His Grace Bishop Basil.
Sun., Jan. 2nd: Annual visit by His Grace Basil, Bishop of Wichita & Mid-America

Wed., Jan. 5th, Vigil of Theophany: Vesperal Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great (ff. by the Great Sanctification of Waters), 6:00pm   
Thurs., Jan. 6th, Feast of Lights (commemorating the Baptism of Christ), Holy Theophany: Orthros, 8:00am; Divine Liturgy (ff. by the Great Sanctification of Waters)
God Grant You Many, Many Blessed Years!

Names' Days
Rikki Hale (Righteous Joseph the Betrothed, Sun. after Christmas), Brad Johnson, Nicholas Yetter, Nik Stavropoulos & Nick Karabinas (Fa​ther among the Saints Nicholas of Myra, Dec, 6th), Carol Pantle (Holy Angelina, Queen of Serbia, Dec. 10th), Khouriya Lukie Neustrom (Holy Virgin-Martyr Lucia of Cyprus, Dec. 13th), Craig Stwery (Proto-Martyr Stephen the Deacon, Dec. 27th) & Melanie Stavropoulos (Venerable Mother Melania the Younger of Palestine, Dec. 31st).

Birthdays

Carol Pantle & Brittany & Larry Gapter (Dec.1st), Alexis Karabinas (Dec. 4th), Heather Russin (Dec. 5th), Elizabeth Lindgren (Dec. 8th), Fr. Chad Hatfierld (Dec. 15th) Ernst Hinzt (Dec. 16th) Sophia Osborn (Dec. 18th), Kjerstyn Lindgren (Dec. 20th) Demetri Karabinas (Dec. 21st), Kara Elizabeth Reith (Dec. 23rd) & Vasily Andreev & Christian Yetter (Dec. 25th).
Wedding Anniversaries

Loys & Mary Ellen Guest (Dec. 22nd).

May God grant one & all a Blessed Christmas 

& a spiritually up-lifting New Year!






