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Today the Virgin bears Him Who is transcendent in Nature; to the Unapproachable, the earth offers a small cave; angels join in choir with shepherds in giving glory; with a star the Magi travel on their journey; for our sakes is born a young Child, He Who is God before all ages.
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++++++++++++
Excerpts from a Homily of Our Father among the Saints 
Gregory the Theologian

On the Theophany
 or Birthday of Christ.
Christ is born, glorify Him. Christ is from heaven, go to meet Him. Christ is on earth; be ye exalted. Sing unto the Lord all the earth; and, that I may join both in one word, Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad, for Him Who is of heaven and then of earth. Christ is in the flesh, rejoice with trembling and with joy; with trembling because of your sins, with joy because of your hope. Christ is of a Virgin; O ye Matrons, live as Virgins, that ye may be Mothers of Christ. Who does not worship Him Who is from the beginning
? Who does not glorify Him Who is the Last
? Again the darkness is past; again Light is renewed; again Egypt is punished with darkness
; again Israel is enlightened by a pillar
. The people that sat in the darkness of ignorance
, let it see the Great Light of full knowledge. Old things are passed away, behold all things are become new
. The letter [of the Law] gives way, the Spirit comes to the fore
. The shadows [of the Old Covenant] flee away
, the Truth comes in upon them. Melchisedec is concluded
. He that was without Mother becomes without Father (without Mother of His former state, without Father of His second). The laws of nature are upset; the world above must be filled. Christ commands it, let us not set ourselves against Him. O clap your hands together all ye people, because unto us a Child is born, and a Son given unto us, Whose Government is upon His shoulder (for with the Cross it is raised up), and His Name is called The Angel of the Great Counsel of the Father
. Let John [the Baptist] cry, “Prepare ye the way of the Lord”
: I too will cry the power of this Day. He Who is not carnal is Incarnate; the Son of God becomes the Son of Man, Jesus Christ the Same yesterday and today and for ever
…
The present Festival is the Theophany or Birth-day, for it is called both, two titles being given to the one thing. For God was manifested to man by birth [according to the flesh]. On the one hand Being
, and eternally Being, of the Eternal Being [God the Father], above cause and word, for there was no word before The Word; and on the other hand for our sakes also Becoming, that He Who gives us our being might also give us our well-being, or rather might restore us by His Incarnation, when we had by wickedness fallen from well-being [the well-being in the Paradise of delight in Eden]. The name Theophany is given to it in reference to the Manifestation, and that of Birthday in respect of His Birth [according to the flesh]… 
Therefore let us keep the Feast, not after the manner of a heathen festival, but after a godly sort; not after the way of the world, but in a fashion above the world; not as our own but as belonging to Him Who is ours, or rather as our Master’s; not as of weakness, but as of healing; not as of creation, but of re-creation… 

The Word of God Himself—Who is before all worlds, the Invisible, the Incomprehensible, the Bodiless, Beginning of Beginning, the Light of Light, the Source of Life and Immortality, the Image of the Archetypal Beauty, the immovable Seal, the unchangeable Image, the Father’s Definition and Word came to His own image [mankind which is created according to the image of the Perfect Image of the Father] and took on Him flesh for the sake of our flesh and mingled Himself with an intelligent soul for my soul’s sake, purifying like by like; and in all points, except sin, was made man. Conceived by the Virgin, who first in body and soul was purified by the Holy Ghost (for it was needful [image: image5.jpg]


both that Childbearing should be honored and that Virginity should receive a higher honor), He came forth then as God with that which He had assumed [humanity], One Person in two Natures, Flesh and Spirit, of which the latter deified the former [the eternal Wisdom, Word, Power and Son of God the Father having clothed Himself and made His own our humanity]. O new commingling; O strange conjunction; the Self-Existent
 comes into being, the Uncreate is created, He Who cannot be contained is contained, by the intervention of an intellectual soul, mediating between the Deity and the flesh. And He Who gives riches becomes poor, for He assumes the poverty of my flesh, that I may assume the richness of His Godhead. He that is full empties Himself, for He empties Himself of His glory for a short while, that I may have a share in His Fullness…

Now then I pray you accept His Conception, and leap before Him; if not like John from the womb
, yet like David, because of the resting of the Ark
. Revere the enrolment
 on account of which you were written in heaven, and adore the Birth by which you were loosed from the chains of your birth, and honor little Bethlehem, which has led you back to Paradise; and worship the manger through which you, being without sense, were fed by the Word. Know as Isaiah bids you, your Owner, like the ox, and like the ass your Master's crib
; if you be one of those who are pure and lawful food and who chew the cud
 of the word and are fit for sacrifice [one who is born again of water and the Spirit]. Or if you be one of those who are as yet unclean and uneatable
 and unfit for sacrifice and of the Gentile portion [a catechumen or a non-Christian ], run with the Star, and bear thy Gifts with the Magi, gold and frankincense and myrrh, as to a King and to God, and to One Who died for you. With Shepherds glorify Him; with Angels join in chorus; with Archangels sing hymns. Let this Festival be common to the powers in heaven [the angels] and to the powers upon earth. For I am persuaded that the Heavenly Hosts join in our exultation and keep high Festival with us today… because they love men, and they love God just like those whom David introduces after the Passion ascending with Christ and coming to meet Him and bidding one another to lift up the gates
.
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One thing connected with the Birth of Christ I would have you hate … the murder of the infants by Herod. Or rather you must venerate this too, the Sacrifice of the same age as Christ, slain before the Offering of the New Victim. If He flees into Egypt, joyfully become a companion of His exile. It is a grand thing to share the exile of the persecuted Christ. If He tarry long in Egypt, call Him out of Egypt by a reverent worship of Him there. Travel without fault through every stage and faculty of the Life of Christ. Be purified; be circumcised; strip off the veil which has covered you from your birth…Lastly, be crucified with Him, and share His Death and Burial gladly, that you may rise with Him and be glorified with Him and reign with Him. Look at and be looked at by the Great God, Who in Trinity is worshipped and glorified, and Whom we declare to be now set forth as clearly before you as the chains of our flesh allow, in Jesus Christ our Lord, to Whom be the glory for ever. Amen.
Our “Pre-Thanksgiving Dinner”
On November 11th, we gathered in the Parish Hall for our annual “Pre-Thanksgiving Dinner” This was our 12th, and as usual there was a great abundance of food. I want personally to thank everyone who contributed and helped to make this the great success it was also extend this “Thank you” to my Parish Family. Our first dinner was held as a campout of Troop 200 at the Thomas Park and included our extended Boy Scout Troop Family. Everything was cooked on a campfire. The troop sponsored this until 2000. When the troop disbanded, some of us wanted to continue. It has! We now invite individuals and families from the Rescue Mission and Ashby House to join us. We invite our personal families and friends and encourage the public to join us. This year 11 turkeys were cooked, with which we fed 73 people, including 6 “carry out” meals to our shut-ins. Leftovers were dispersed freely and happily, and the bulk was sent to Ashby House. All in all, the food was delicious, the fellowship grand and a great time for our Parish Family was had by all.





Thank you,






The Reader John Lambert

Joshua Houchin’s Eagle Scout Project

Josh has only one more project to attain the rank of eagle scout. He is to plan and oversee a major project. He has chosen to beautify our church by building a privacy fence around the air conditions located, as one faces the front of the building, on the left-hand side of our Church-Temple. He has submitted detailed plans for this project, and they have been approved by the Parish Council. He is hoping for our help with individual donations toward the purchase of supplies and perhaps some man and muscle power. He already is guaranteed the assistance of scout troop 2. For further questions, please contact Josh directly at (785) 536-4393. All checks should be  made out to “Josh Houchin”.
News on a more Pan-Orthodox front
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It was announced this week that a new Academic Dean & Provost (chief executive officer) have been chosen for St. Vladimir’s Orthodox Theological Seminary, Crestwood, NY. They are Fr. John Behr, Academic Dean, & Fr. Chad Hatfield, Provost. They will assume their new responsibilities at the beginning of the academic year 2007-2008. Fr. Chad will remain at his present post of Dean of St. Herman’s Theological Seminary, Kodiak, Alaska, until the end of this academic year.
News from St. Mary Magdalene
December will see a fuller than usual liturgical schedule at St. Mary Magdalene. The usual once monthly offering of Vespers on Friday evening and Orthros and Divine Liturgy on Saturday morning will be as follows:

Fri., Dec. 15th 
Vespers, 6:00pm (followed by Confessions)

Sat., Dec. 16th 
Orthros, 9:00am 




Divine Liturgy, 10:00am

On Friday, December 22nd at 9:00am, we will celebrate a Readers’ Royal Hours. On the evening of the same day, we will celebrate a Readers’ Vespers with the canon of preparation Christmas at 6:00pm.

At our usual time of 9:30am on Saturday we will celebrate a Typika service.

We will again welcome to our altar the Archpriest Philip Vreeland, who will offer the Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom at 9:30am.

The Festal Orthros, followed immediately by the Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great will begin at 10:00pm. Christmas refreshments will follow. Fr. Philip has celebrated the feast of the Nativity with us every year since the founding of the St. Mary Magdalene Mission, and it is a great joy to welcome him again.

A Mission Council Meeting to finalize the 2007 membership canvas and pledge drive and to make preparations for the Annual Meeting will follow the Divine Liturgy on Saturday, December 9.

Beginning in January, we will offer an 8-session Inquirers’ Class open to all who are interested in learning more about the Orthodox faith as well as to our own members who may wish to refresh their knowledge. The times and dates are yet to be determined. 
If you are interested in attending, please contact either 
Fr. Daniel (frdaniel@sbcglobal.net) 
or Subdeacon David (dyetter@math.ksu.edu), so your own schedule can be taken into account. Of you know anyone in the Manhattan/Junction City area who might be interested in the class, please pass the word around and contact information on to him.
All Saints Parish Council– Sun., Oct. Nov. 19th, 2006
Patrick (Willis) Bell is still handling the roofing matters and working with our insurance company to reach an agreement that is workable for both parties.

The Bishop Basil Endowment Fund, which is, in fact, the Missionary fund of the Diocese of Wichita and Mid-America, announcements will be placed in the bulletin & all members asked to contribute.

None of the women in the parish are interested in supporting a baking fundraiser.

Reader Jeremiah (Jerry) Houchin and reader Roman (Ray) Russin volunteered to arrange to bring our chairs back from the Smokey Hill Vineyard using their trucks.

Joshua Houchin presented a detailed drawing of his Eagle Scout Project ( see above), and it was approved by the council.

The annual budget to be presented to the parish at the annual meeting on Dec. 10th was approved.

Regarding the Annual Parish Meeting
Please remember that in order to qualify to vote at the Annual Parish Meeting or to be elected to an office, you must have met your spiritual (if there is a question, speak with Fr. Daniel before the meeting) & your financial obligations (you must have made a pledge & met it & also must have met your Archdiocese assessment/contribution of $40.00 per baptized soul).
News of the Parish & Diocese
Sun., Dec. 10th: “Choir Sunday” (throughout the Archdiocese choirs are to be honored for the vital, but often “unsung”, role they play in the life & worship of Christ’s holy Body, the Church)
Sun., Dec. 10th: Annual Parish Meeting
Fri., Dec. 15th: Feast of the Holy Sacred-Martyr Eleftherios of Illyricum (patron of the Diocese of Wichita & Mid-America & 2nd anniversary of its founding)
Sun., Dec. 17th: Feast of the holy Prophet Daniel (the annual baked fish dinner hosted by Fr. Daniel, immediately following the Liturgy).
Mon., Dec. 25th: Feast of the Nativity of the Lord (Christmas)
Mon., Jan., 1st: Feast of the Circumcision of the Lord & of St. Basil the Great (Name’s Day of our Bishop & Father in Christ Basil)
Sat., Jan. 6th: Feast of the Baptism of the Lord (Theophany/Epiphany)
Fri., Feb. 2nd: Feast of the Meeting of the Lord in the Temple (Presentation/Purification/ Candlemas)
Feb. 6th-9th: Annual Clergy Retreat for the Diocese of Wichita with retreat-master, Archimandrite Zacharias of the Monastery of St. John the Baptist, Essex, England
Mon., Feb. 19th: Pure Monday (First day of Great Lent)
Sun., March 25th: Feast of the Annunciation
Sun., April 1st: Entrance of the Lord into the Jerusalem (Palm Sunday)
Sun., April 8th: Great & Holy Pascha (Easter)


Sat., April 21st: The Annual Big Fat Greek Dinner
June 14th-17th: 3rd Annual Parish Life Conference of the Diocese of Wichita & Mid-America, hosted by Ss. Peter & Paul, Topeka
June 24th-30th: 1st Camping Session, Camp St. Raphael

July 1st-7th:  2nd Camping Session, Camp St. Raphael
July 23rd-29th: Archdiocese Convention, hosted by St. Nicholas, Montreal
Prayer Requests: 
· Fr. Thomas Neustrom, whose health continues to weaken.
· Kh. Joanne (wife of Fr. John Abdullah, editor of The Word), who is suffering from cancer.

· John Osborn, a patient at Smokey Hill Rehabilitation Center.
· Richard (James) & Rikki (Joseph-Mary) Hale (new address: Oakdale Plaza Apartments, 128 S. Oakdale, Salina, KS).
· Those who keep our seminarians running: 

1. Fr. Chad Hatfield & Kh. Thekla, the Dean & assistant at St. Herman's Seminary, Kodiak, Alaska

2. Reader Paul Sidebottom, instructor at St. Herman's 

· Cindy Foster, daughter of Eleanor Smith, suffering from a non-cancerous brain tumor.

· For the repose of the soul of Mary Lucille Hatfield, who reposed on Tues., Jan. 31st 

· For the repose of the soul of Catherine Stavropoulos, who reposed on Sun., May 28th.

· For the repose of the soul of the Archpriest Nicholas Bell (pastor, St. Mary’s, Topeka, IN), who reposed on Wed., June 14th.

· For the repose of the soul of Lynette Shoppe, OCMC Missionary, who reposed on Sun., Aug., 27th in Albania

· For the repose of the soul of Sophia Osborn, who reposed on Sun., Sept. 17th.

Moved, But Not Forgotten
Fr. Christopher Morris: 1507 Avenue G - Kearney, NE 68847; 308-234-9252: Email: fr.christophermorris@yahoo.com
Kh Anastasia Morris: Email: jm_anastasia@yahoo.com. 
Peter Marbais: address:  5134 Berry Rose Way, Cary, NC  27511    Email:    pmarbais@moc.edu
A Note from Peter Marbais

Hi, Fr. Daniel.

I was odd to see my greetings in the Cloud of Witnesses newsletter; but it was also good to hear from some old friends in the congregation. The Ladies of All Saints of Raleigh are preparing baklava for a month-long fundraiser. I’m not sure its fast-friendly, but I think I’ll buy a tray soon. It won’t be quite the same as the feast during the blessing of the vineyard, but I’ll enjoy it nonetheless. I read there are two inquirers—this is a joy to hear—especially in light of the sad news about Sophia. I hope all is well. Pass my greetings and my love to the rest of the Church family.







Peter

Holy Bread Schedule
Please prepare 3 loaves for Sunday Divine Liturgies and 1 loaf for weekday liturgies. When there is bread needed on a week day the individual responsible for the previous Sunday is asked to bake extra loaves for the upcoming week days. One recipe may be divided into 4 loaves. Bread may be baked ahead and frozen, (1 to 2 weeks ahead) sealed in Ziploc bags with paper towel wrapped around each loaf. Thank you!
Sun., Dec. 3 



Elizabeth Johnson
Sun., Dec. 10



Megan Mai
Sun., Dec. 17



Justina Houchin
Sun., Dec. 24



Seraphima Berquist
Mon., Dec. 25 (Midnight Liturgy)

Anna Bell 

Sun., Dec. 31



Elizabeth Lindgren

God Grant You Many, Many Blessed Years!
Names' Days
Rikki Hale (Righteous Joseph, Betrothed, Sun. after Christmas), 
Brad Johnson, Nicholas Yetter, Nik Stavropoulos & Nick Karabinas (Father among the Saints Nicholas of Myra, Dec, 6th), 
Carol Pantle (Holy Angelina, Queen of Serbia, Dec. 10th), 
Khouriya Lukie Neustrom (Holy Virgin-Martyr Lucia of Cyprus, Dec. 13th), Fr. Daniel Griffith (Holy Prophet Daniel, Dec. 17th),
Craig Stwery (Proto-Martyr Stephen the Deacon, Dec. 27th) 
& Melanie Stavropoulos (Venerable Mother Melania the Younger of Palestine, Dec. 31st).

Birthdays

Carol Pantle & Brittany & Larry Gapter (Dec.1st), 
Alexis Karabinas & James (Demetrios) Moore (Dec. 4th), 
Heather (Russin) House (Dec. 5th), 
Elizabeth Lindgren (Dec. 8th), Fr. Chad Hatfierld (Dec. 15th) 
Kjerstyn Lindgren (Dec. 20th) 
Demetri Karabinas (Dec. 21st), Kara Elizabeth Reith (Dec. 23rd), 
Roman Mai (Dec. 24th) & Vasily Andreev & Christian Yetter (Dec. 25th).

Grete Kliewer (Dec. 28th)
Wedding Anniversaries

Loys & Mary Ellen Guest (Dec. 22nd).

May God grant one & all a Blessed Christmas 

& a spiritually up-lifting New Year


-

[image: image2][image: image3][image: image4]
All Saints Orthodox Church


2818 Scanlan Avenue


Salina, KS 67401





Coffee Hour Schedule


Dec. 3       Lambert-Wygal


Dec. 10     Mai Family


Dec. 17      Fr. Daniel’s Dinner


Dec. 24     Berquist-Lindgren


Jan. 7 	      Bells


Jan. 14      Gapter-Gray








� The Title of this Oration has given rise to a �HYPERLINK "http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/05141a.htm"��doubt� whether it was preached on Dec. 25, 380, or on Jan. 6, 381. The word Theophania is well known as a name for the Epi�phany; which, however,…was originally a celebration both of the Nativity & the Baptism of our Lord. The 2 words seem both to have been used in the simplest sense of the Manifes�tation of �HYPERLINK "http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/06608a.htm"��God�, & certainly were applied to Christmas Day. Thus Suidas, “The Epiphany is the Incarnation of the Savior”; & Epiphanius (Hær., 53), “The Day of the Epiphany is the day on which Christ was born according to the flesh”. But St. Jer�ome applies the word to the Baptism of Christ; “The day of the Epi�phany is still ven�erable; not, as some think, on account of His Birth in the flesh; for then He was hidden, not manifested; but it agrees with the time at which it was said, ‘This is My be�loved Son’” (In Ezech. I.). There is also a Sermon, attributed to St. John Chry�so�stom, “On the Baptism of �HYPERLINK "http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/08374c.htm"��Christ�”, in which it is expressly denied that the name Theo�phany applies to Christmas. The Oration itself, however, contains evidence to show that the Festival of our Lord’s Birth was kept at the earlier date; for at one point the Preach�er says, “A little later you shall see Jesus submitting to be purified in the river Jor�dan for my purification”. And another piece of evidence occurs in the oration In Sancta Lumina, c. 14, “At His Birth we duly kept festival, both I the leader of the feast, & you. Now we are come to another action of Christ and another Mystery”.


� Proverbs 8:22-23; John 1:1


� Revelation 1:11 & 17; 2:8 & 19


� Exodus 10:22


� Exodus 13:22; 14:19


� Matthew 4:16


� Revelations 21:5


� Romans 7:4


� Hebrews 10:1


� Genesis 14:18; Ps. 110:4; Hebrews 5:6 & 10; 7:1-2. 6. 10-12


� Cf. Isaiah 9:5


� Isaiah 40:3


� Hebrews 13:8


� Exodus 3:14. When Moses asked the Angel of the Lord (the pre-incarnate Christ) His Name, He replied, “I am the Existing One” (LXX).


� See the preceding note.


� Luke 1:41 & 44


� II Kings (II Samuel) 6:16


� Luke 2:1, 3, 5


� Isaiah 1:3


� Deuteronomy 14:6


� Deuteronomy 14:7


� Ps. 23:7 (LXX)





