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Today the Virgin bears Him Who is transcendent in Nature; to the Unapproachable, the earth offers a small cave; angels join in choir with shepherds in giving glory; with a star the Magi travel on their journey; for our sakes is born a young Child, He Who is God before all ages.
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The Holy & Righteous Joseph the Betrothed
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 So often in our tradition St. Joseph & the very significant role which he performed in regard to our salvation is overlooked. In fact, while we celebrate 7 feasts in honour of St. John the Baptist & 4 in honour of St. Nicholas of Myra, St. Joseph is commemorated on only 1 day, the Sun. after Christmas, a commemoration which he shares with St. David the King & Prophet, his ancestor, & St. James, first bishop of Jerusalem, his son by his first wife. Therefore, I thought to would be profitable for us to examine more carefully our understanding of St. Joseph & the important role which he fulfilled.

The sources of information which are available to us are 5: 

· the Holy Gospels of Luke & Matthew 
· the Proto-evangelium of James

· the History of St. Joseph the Carpenter

· the Gospel of Pseudo-Matthew

· the liturgical text of the Church

 In all these works St. Joseph is described as a just or righteous man. In the History of St. Joseph the Carpenter we learn that at the age of 40 he married his first wife, by whom he had “4 sons, namely, & 2 daughters. Now these are their names—Judas, Justus, James & Simon. The names of the 2 daughters were Assia & Lydia”
. He was widowed when she died after 49 year of marriage. One year later, at the age of 90 he was betrothed to the all-holy Theotokos. The following account from the Proto-Evangelium of James details how he was chosen to be her betrothed or guardian:
And Mary was in the temple of the Lord as if she were a dove that dwelt there, & she received food from the hand of an angel. And when she was 12 years old there was held a council of the priests, saying, “Behold, Mary hath reached the age of 12 years in the temple of the Lord. What then shall we do with her, lest perchance she defile the sanctuary of the Lord?” And they said to the High Priest, “Thou standest by the altar of the Lord; go in, & pray concerning her; & whatever the Lord shall manifest unto thee, that also will we do”. And the High Priest went in, taking the robe with the twelve bells into the Holy of Holies; & he prayed concerning her. And behold an angel of the Lord stood by him, saying unto him, “Zacharias, Zacharias, go out & assemble the widowers of the people, & let them bring each his rod; & to whomsoever the Lord shall show a sign, his wife shall she be”. And the heralds went out through all the circuit of Judæa, & the trumpet of the Lord sounded & all ran. And Joseph, throwing away his axe, went out to meet them; & when they had assembled, they went away to the High Priest, taking with them their rods. And he, taking the rods of all of them, entered into the temple & prayed; & [image: image5.jpg]SANT 7~ JOSEPH




having ended his prayer, he took the rods & came out & gave them to them: but there was no sign in them, & Joseph took his rod last; and, behold, a dove came out of the rod & flew upon Joseph’s head. And the priest said to Joseph, “Thou hast been chosen by lot to take into thy keeping the Virgin of the Lord”. But Joseph refused, saying. “I have children, & I am an old man, & she is a young girl. I am afraid lest I become a laughing-stock to the sons of Israel.” And the priest said to Joseph, “Fear the Lord thy God, & remember what the Lord did to Dathan & Abiram & Korah
; how the earth opened, & they were swallowed up on account of their contradiction. And now fear, O Joseph, lest the same things happen in thy house.” And Joseph was afraid & took her into his keeping. And Joseph said to Mary, “Behold, I have received thee from the temple of the Lord; & now I leave thee in my house & go away to build my buildings, & I shall come to thee. The Lord will protect thee.”
The History of St. Joseph the Carpenter then presents the Annunciation by the Archangel Gabriel & St. Joseph’s devastation at the news of her pregnancy. We pick up the train of events from above:

Thereafter Joseph left her at home & went away to the shop where he wrought at his trade of a carpenter. And after the holy Virgin had spent 2 years in his house her age was exactly 14 years, including the time at which he received her. And I
 chose her of My own will, with the concurrence of My Father, & the counsel of the Holy Spirit. And I was made flesh of her, by a mystery which transcends the grasp of created reason. And 3 months after her conception the righteous man Joseph returned from the place where he worked at his trade; & when he found My Virgin Mother pregnant, he was greatly perplexed & thought of sending her away secretly.
 But from fear & sorrow & the anguish of his heart, he could endure neither to eat nor drink that day.

The depth of his dejection is vividly presented in this passage from the Proto-Evangelium of James:

And she was in her sixth month; and, behold, Joseph came back from his building, and, entering into his house, he discovered that she was great with child. And he smote his face & threw himself on the ground upon the sackcloth & wept bitterly, saying, “With what face shall I look upon the Lord my God? & what prayer shall I make about this maiden? because I received her a virgin out of the temple of the Lord, & I have not watched over her. Who is it that has hunted me down? Who has done this evil thing in my house & defiled the virgin? Hath not the history of Adam been repeated in me? For just as Adam was in the hour of his singing praise, & the serpent came & found Eve alone & completely deceived her, so it has happened to me also.” And Joseph stood up from the sackcloth & called Mary & said to her, “O thou who hast been cared for by God, why hast thou done this & forgotten the Lord thy God? Why hast thou brought low thy soul, thou that wast brought up in the Holy of Holies & that received food from the hand of an angel?” And she wept bitterly, saying, “I am innocent & have known no man”. And Joseph said to her, “Whence then is that which is in thy womb?” And she said, “As the Lord my God liveth, I do not know whence it is to me”. And Joseph was greatly afraid & retired from her & considered what he should do in regard to her
. And Joseph said: If I conceal her sin, I find myself fighting against the Law of the Lord; & if I expose her to the sons of Israel, I am afraid lest that which is in her be from an angel, & I shall be found giving up innocent blood to the doom of death. What then shall I do with her? I will put her away from me secretly.”
St. Joseph’s despair is also told with poignancy in one of the hymns of the Aposticha from the First Royal Hour on December 24th:
Thus says Joseph to the Virgin: O Mary, what is this spectacle that I behold in thee? I am at a loss & sore amazed, & my mind is stricken with dismay; wherefore depart from my sight straightway. O Mary, what is this spectacle that I behold in thee? In the stead of honour, thou hast brought me shame; in the stead of gladness, sorrow; in the stead of praise, condemnation. No longer, therefore, shall I bear the reproach of men; for I received thee from the priests of the temple as one blameless before the Lord. And what is this that I now behold?
St. Joseph was rightly fearful; for, if indeed, his fears were justified, then he was guilty of having failed in his God-appointed duty to act as her guardian. But at this point God intervened. The following is taken from the Proto-Evangelium:
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And night came upon him; and, behold, an angel of the Lord appears to him in a dream, saying “Be not afraid for this maiden, for that which is in her is of the Holy Spirit; & she will bring forth a Son, & thou shalt call His Name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins”.
 And Joseph arose from sleep & glorified the God of Israel, Who had given him this grace; & he kept her.

The following is the account of the journey to Bethlehem according to the History of St. Joseph. Remember that it is being told as if Christ Himself were recounting it the events:

Some time after that, there came forth an order from Augustus Cæsar the king, that all the habitable world should be enrolled, each man in his own city. The old man therefore, righteous Joseph, rose up & took the Virgin Mary & came to Bethlehem, because the time of her bringing forth was at hand. Joseph then inscribed his name in the list; for Joseph the son of David, whose spouse Mary was, was of the tribe of Judah. 

The Church’s hymnographic tradition relates St. Joseph’s confidence during the journey:

Tell us, O Joseph, how is it thou bringest to Bethlehem, great with child, her whom thou hast received from the temple as a virgin? I have searched the Prophets, says he, & have been instructed by an angel, & I am persuaded that Mary shall give birth to God in a manner past interpretation. In homage unto Him, Magi shall come from the East, worshipping Him with precious gifts. O Thou Who wast incarnate for our sakes, Lord, glory be to Thee.

Christ’s birth according to the flesh & subsequent event are summarized in the History of St. Joseph the Carpenter:

And indeed Mary, My Mother, brought Me forth in Bethlehem, in a cave near the tomb of Rachel the wife of the patriarch Jacob, the mother of Joseph & Benjamin. But Satan went & told this to Herod the Great, the father of Archelaus … Accordingly he searched for Me diligently, thinking that My Kingdom was to be of this world.
 But Joseph, that pious old man, was warned of this by a dream. Therefore he rose & took Mary My Mother, & I lay in her bosom … Having therefore set out from home, he retired into Egypt & remained there the space of one whole year, until the hatred of Herod passed away … And that impious tyrant Herod being dead, they returned into the land of Israel & lived in a city of Galilee which is called Nazareth. And Joseph, going back to his trade of a carpenter, earned his living by the work of his hands; for, as the Law of Moses had commanded, he never sought to live for anything by another’s labour.

As is well known, the last reference to St. Joseph in the canonical scriptures is in Luke 2:41-50, the finding of the Lord in the temple teaching the elders at the age of twelve. For this reason it is generally assumed that he had passed away sometime before our Lord’ Baptism & the beginning of His public ministry. His passing at the advanced age of 111 is recounted in both the History of St. Joseph the Carpenter & in the Gospel of Pseudo Matthew. It is stated that it occurred shortly before Our Lord’ Baptism. It is states in both these documents, which obviously drew upon the same traditions, that he retained his youthful vitality until the end:
At length, by increasing years, the old man arrived at a very advanced age. He did not, however, labour under any bodily weakness, nor had his sight failed, nor had any tooth perished from his mouth. In mind also, for the whole time of his life, he never wandered; but like a boy he always in his business displayed youthful vigour, & his limbs remained unimpaired & free from all pain. His life, then, in all, amounted to 111 years, his old age being prolonged to the utmost limit.

Realizing that his end was near, he went to the temple of Jerusalem, where he besought God’s mercy & the comfort & defense of the holy archangel Michael. The all-holy, Ever-Virgin Mary together with Christ Jesus Himself attended him at his passing. The Lord Jesus, after hearing his final confession, made this final prayer of commendation of his fost-father’s soul:

O Father of all mercy, Eye which seest, & Ear which hearest, hearken to My prayers & supplications in behalf of the old man Joseph; & send Michael, the prince of Thine angels, & Gabriel, the herald of light, & all the light of Thine angels, & let their whole array walk with the soul of My father Joseph, until they shall have conducted it to Thee. This is the hour in which My father has need of compassion.

The History then continues:

Therefore Michael & Gabriel came to the soul of My father Joseph & took it & wrapped it in a shining wrapper. Thus he committed his spirit into the hands of My good Father, & He bestowed upon him peace … And the angels preserved his soul from the demons of darkness which were in the way & praised God even until they conducted it into the dwelling-place of the pious.
The venerable Bede (c. 673-735) summarizes best the patristic teaching regarding the important role of St. Joseph:

Blessed Mary had then a husband who would be the most reliable witness of her integrity & most faithful custodian of our Lord & Saviour. For the Child Jesus, Joseph would bring to the temple the victims of sacrifice prescribed by the law; in the hour of persecution he would take Him & His Mother into Egypt & bring them back; & finally he would provide many other services called for by the fragility of the nature assumed. 

St. Bede elsewhere lists other reasons for the marriage: 

The guarantee afforded by Joseph’s genealogy, the protection of Mary against stoning as an adulteress & the concealment of the virginal birth from the evil one. 

Let us therefore whole-heartedly proclaim:
O Joseph, proclaim the wonder of David, the ancestor of God. Thou hast seen a Virgin great with child; thou hast given glory with the shepherds; thou hast worshipped with the Magi; & thou hast been instructed through an angel. Entreat Christ God to save our souls.

Pre-Fast Thanksgiving Dinner Report

One of the many blessings we can count for All Saints Orthodox Church in the year 2007 must certainly be our Pre-Fast Thanksgiving Dinner”. This year we found our Parish Hall FULL of family & guests. It was thrilling to see this & to enjoy the feelings of community & love. We had seating for 103 people. We fed 95 or more. we ate 1o turkeys; 30 pounds of mashed potatoes; a roaster full of dressing & countless other dishes provided by all of us. Knowing the size of our community, well over half of our guests were from outside our parish. Thanks to Seraphima Berquist for her farsighted ideas in having an article printed in the Salina Journal about the event, extending an invitation to the broader community. A pair of homeless ladies approached me in thanks & said, “We are living in a motel with our children. We would not have had any Thanksgiving, if it were not for this.” This was the 12th such event we have had, & definitely the most rewarding for me. I thank everyone who participated, cooked, served & helped clean up. I look forward to each & every & more such events in the future.







Thank you,







The Reader John (Lambert)

News from St. Mary Magdalene
On the Feast of St. Raphael of Brooklyn, the Mission welcomed as guests the Martin & Geana families from Lawrence, ministering to them by offering the 2-year memorial service for Alexandru, Larisa Martin’s departed father, & Emilia-Livia, Anca Geana’s departed mother, both of whom reposed on the same day. The Mission also, welcome as members the Salome family, long time parishoners of St. Mary’s Wichita whose move to Westmoreland, about 40 minutes drive north by north east of Manhattan, was recently completed. A lot of activity took place this month in the wake of our recent Mission Council meeting: 2 large trees on the west side of the property, both of which have dead sections, & 1 of which overhangs the St. Mary Magdalene House have been removed. Donations to defray the cost of the removal are sought being sought. If extra donations for the purpose are received, they will go toward re-landscaping the area or other necessary improvements. Also, with Fr. Daniel’s assent, the Council approved an effort to imitate St. Raphael’s ministry by seeking out the ‘lost sheep’: Fr. Daniel’s once-monthly overnight pastoral visits to Manhattan will begin earlier on Friday, & 1 of the faithful will accompany him in visiting Orthodox families or in merely being visible in the Manhattan community.
All Saints Parish Council– Sun., Nov. 18th, 2007
* Thanksgiving dinner. Around $120.00 in donations was received by grateful attendees of the dinner. The council decided to set aside that money for outreach.

* Icon: Jan Isham says she has been delayed due to family obligations at this time of year. She now anticipates perhaps finishing the icon for behind the altar by Bright Week.

* Annual meeting issues: 
· Elections to parish council & appointment of a member by Fr. Daniel. Several names were discussed & Paula Lambert will be approaching them about their willingness to serve.

· A list of everyone ever associated with the parish was shared so that we might discuss who would be receiving stewardship letters this year. Paula stated that she intends to send them out before the annual meeting on Dec. 9th.

· Discussion was held regarding who will be considered members & therefore eligible to vote at the annual meeting. Council voted to suspend the membership requirement for voting purposes at the annual meeting only.

· Budget 2008: A proposed budget was presented by Chair, Paula Lambert & approved as a first draft. Paula said she would get together with Willis Bell to discuss whether or not there should be any changes before she finalizes the document. Council approved that whatever the 2 of them arrive at may be presented at the annual meeting for approval by the parish.

* Volunteer efforts: Lois Johnson & Dena Berquist volunteered at the Southgate Dillons store on behalf of the Salina Rescue Mission for their food drive the afternoon of Fri., Nov. 16th. Folks were asked to take a paper sack & fill it with items which they then purchased & gave to the mission. The truck bed outside the store began to fill fairly well after about an hour.

* Dec. 16th, Sun., during coffee hour, Fr. Daniel will be host for a fish dinner for the parish in celebration of St. Daniel’s day, his patron saint.

* Christmas services will be Dec. 24th, Monday. There will be a Vesperal Diving Liturgy at 4:00pm. Orthros of the Nativity of Christ will begin at 10:00pm, so we should be finishing Divine Liturgy after midnight.

* Bishop Basil’s visit will be the weekend of Dec. 29th & 30th.

* The order of St. Ignatius has announced an easier way to become a member by allowing people to commit to a monthly donation to pay their annual fees This will be announced at the annual meeting. Fr. stated that it is usual for the bishop to induct new members at his annual visit to each parish.

* Theophany will be Sun., Jan. 6th. This will begin the season of house blessings for the parish. All are encouraged to be ready to sign up early.

* Big Fat Greek dinner will be on Sat., March 1st. Jack Lambert will once again be the chair of this event.
News of the Parish & Diocese
Sun., Dec. 9th
Annual Parish General Assembly

Sat., Dec. 15th
Feast of the Holy Sacred-Martyr Eleftherios of Illyricum (patron of the Diocese of Wichita & Mid-America & 3rd anniversary of its founding)

Sun., Dec. 16th
Annual baked fish dinner hosted by Fr. Daniel, immediately following the Liturgy.

Mon., Dec. 17th 
Feast of the holy Prophet Daniel
Tues., Dec. 25th 
Feast of the Nativity of the Lord (Christmas)

Tues., Jan., 1st
Feast of the Circumcision of the Lord & of St. basil the Great (Name’s Day of our Bishop & Father in Christ Basil)
Sun., Jan. 6th
Feast of the Baptism of the Lord (Theophany/Epiphany)

Sat., Feb. 2nd
Feast of the Meeting of the Lord in the Temple (Presentation/ Purification/ Candlemas)
Feb. 5th-8th
Annual Clergy Retreat for the Diocese of Wichita, retreat-master, Dr. Christopher Veniamin, Professor of Patristics, St. Tikhon’s Orthodox Seminary, South Canaan, PA 

Sat., March 1st 
Annual Big Fat Greek Dinner
Mon., March 10th 
Pure Monday (First day of Great Lent)
Tues., March 25th Feast of the Annunciation
Sun., April 20th 
Entrance of the Lord into the Jerusalem (Palm Sunday)
Sun., April 27th 
Great & Holy Pascha (Easter)


June 18th-20th: 
4th Annual Parish Life Conference of the Diocese of Wichita, hosted by Sts. Constantine & Helen, Dallas
Prayer Requests:
· For the health of Joseph Shively.
· For the health of John Osborn (a patient at the Good Samaritan Home, 815 N. Rathsay, Minneapolis, KS 67467 (785) 392-2162).
· For the health of the Very Rev’d Fr. Thomas Neustrom.

· For the health of Rikki (Mary-Joseph) Hale (2720 South Lori, Wichita, KS 67210 (316) 440-7976)).

· For the health of Fr. Chad Hatfield & Kh. Thekla, Provost of St. Vladimir’s Seminary, 575 Scarsdale Rd., Crestwood, NY, 10707, Phone (914) 961-8313, ex. 339, email: hatfield@svots.edu

· For the repose of the souls Mildred Houchin (Dec, 16th), mother of reader Jeremiah Houchin.
· For the repose of the soul of George Walker (Jan. 18th), father of reader Andrew Walker.
· For the repose of the soul of James (Richard) Hale (March 25).
· For the repose of the soul of Sharon Lewis (Tues., March 27th), sister of reader Andrew Walker
· For the repose of the soul of Helen Russin (Sept. 27th)

· For the repose of the soul of William E. Craig, former priest at Christ Episcopal Cathedral, who after retiring to California converted to holy Orthodoxy. He fell asleep in the Lord on Fri., Nov. 2nd, in Twain Harte, CA, at the age of 92.

· For the repose of the soul of Betty Wilson (Nov. 15th), sister of Kh. Lukie Neustrom. 
· For the repose of the soul of Beulah King (Nov. 22nd), mother of Fr. James King & Fr. Deacon Douglas.
God Grant You Many, Many Blessed Years!

Names' Days
Rikki Hale (Righteous Joseph, Betrothed, Sun. after Christmas), Brad Johnson, Nicholas Yetter, Nik Stavropoulos & Nick Karabinas (Father among the Saints Nicholas of Myra, Dec, 6th), Carol Pantle (Holy Angelina, Queen of Serbia, Dec. 10th), Khouriya Lukie Neustrom (Holy Virgin-Martyr Lucia of Cyprus, Dec. 13th), Fr. Daniel Griffith (Holy Prophet Daniel, Dec. 17th),Craig Stwery (Proto-Martyr Stephen the Deacon, Dec. 27th) & 

David Leopold (Holy King David, Sun. after Christmas)
Melanie Stavropoulos (Venerable Mother Melania the Younger of Palestine, Dec. 31st).

Birthdays

Carol Pantle & Brittany & Larry Gapter (Dec.1st), Alexis Karabinas (Dec. 4th), Heather Russin (Dec. 5th), Elizabeth Lindgren (Dec. 8th), Fr. Chad Hatfierld (Dec. 15th) Ernst Hinzt (Dec. 16th) Sophia Osborn (Dec. 18th), Kjerstyn Lindgren (Dec. 20th) Demetri Karabinas (Dec. 21st), Kara Elizabeth Reith (Dec. 23rd), Roman Mai (Dec. 24th) 

& Vasily Andreev & Christian Yetter (Dec. 25th).
Wedding Anniversaries

Loys & Mary Ellen Guest (Dec. 22nd).

May God grant one & all a Blessed Christmas 

& a spiritually up-lifting New Year
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Coffee Hour Schedule


Dec. 2        Lambert-Wygal


Dec. 9        Houchin-Walker


Dec. 16      Fr. Daniel’s Dinner


Dec. 23      Berquist-Lindgren


Dec. 25      Pot Luck


Dec. 30      Johnson-Neustrom


Jan. 1         Bell family


Jan. 13       Gapter-Grey


Jan. 20       Lambert-Wygal


Jan. 27       Mai family











� The Proto-Evangelium of James purports to be an account of events beginning with the conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary & ending with the slaughter of the Holy Innocents. It actually was written down around the year 150 & is based upon well-established traditions of the earliest Christian communities. It was not included in the canon of the New testament because of its late date & because its authorship is clearly not genuine.


� This work was compiled in around the year 400 but draws upon earlier traditions circulating in the Church. It purports to be the teaching of our Lord Jesus Christ Himself to His apostles.


� The Pseudo-Matthew is a similar work of Egyptian provenance also dated circa 400.


� According to the History of St. Joseph the Carpenter. The more commonly accepted names of St. Joseph’s daughters are: Esther, Martha and Salome, the wife of Zebedee & mother of the apostles James & John


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.newadvent.org/bible/num016.htm" \l "31" �Numbers 16:31-33�


� Remember that in this particular work, it is Christ Who is relating the evenets to His apostles.


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.ccel.org/ccel/bible/asv.Matt.1.html" \l "Matt.1.19" �Matt. 1:19�.


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.newadvent.org/bible/mat001.htm" \l "19" �Matthew 1:19�


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.newadvent.org/bible/mat001.htm" \l "20" �Matthew 1:20�


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.ccel.org/ccel/bible/asv.John.18.html" \l "John.18.36" �John 18:36�.


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.ccel.org/ccel/bible/asv.Gen.3.html" \l "Gen.3.19" �Gen. 3:19�.





